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Suzanne Butnik Interview Summary 

 

Suzanne Butnik (no maiden name given) was born on March 26, 1939 in Budapest, Hungary. 
She was an only child and grew up, until she was six when she left for the United States, with 
her mother and mother’s family. Suzanne’s father left for the United States in 1939 before the 
war started hoping to bring over his wife and child, but they were not able to leave because of 
her mother’s illness and then the war. 

Suzanne remembers her family life, living with her mother and grandparents, very fondly until 
the spring of 1944 when the Nazis occupied Hungary. She then remembered lots of air raids 
and having to go into smelly and scary undergrounds. She was confused and scared but too 
young to understand.  

Suzanne’s mother was then taken by the Nazis, and Suzanne first stayed with her grandparents 
and then in a safe house established by Raul Wallenberg. After a while she was taken by the 
Red Cross to another house that was overcrowded. Eventually, her mother was let out from 
arrest with the help of her mother’s brother, a well-known physician, and her mother found her 
daughter and returned to the safe house. She was re-arrested when she went out (she was 
wearing a yellow star). She escaped again during a long march. Suzanne and her mother 
received false papers from her mother’s brother and sister, who had joined the resistance. 
Suzanne and her mother stayed with a farmer and family, who didn’t know they were Jewish, 
and in the woods nearby. 

When the Americans and Russians liberated Hungary mother and daughter returned to 
Budapest. They heard from the Red Cross that Suzanne’s father was looking for them, and they 
established contact with him in early 1946. After going through mounds of red tape they were 
able to make it to America where they first settled in Cleveland. Suzanne’s grandparents and 
uncles and aunt did not join them. One uncle and aunt were decorated after the war; another 
uncle, who had escaped into Russia, became sick and died in the early 1950s. 

Suzanne has a difficult time at first adjusting to a father she did not know and to her school. She 
did not want to talk about her early life with her school friends. Eventually she acculturated. 
The family moved to California for her health. While neither her mother nor father were 
religious, they did identify as Jews. In adulthood, Suzanne identified as Jewish even more 
strongly but only culturally. Her two daughters also held on strongly to their Jewish identity. 
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