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Summary 

Leo (Leonhart) Mergrun was born on March 31, 1929 in Berlin, Germany. He was one of five 
children. He now lives in Orange County (Torrance), California. He never married because, he 
thinks, his parents argued all the time. His father’s name was Jacob (Yankel) and mother’s name 
was Anna or Esther (née Felt.) He did not talk about life before the Nazis since he was only 
three. He remembered his father being arrested by German police in 1938 who told him to 
bring warm clothing. He never heard from his father again. His mother was arrested in 1942 in 
the Warsaw Ghetto and may have been part of the resistance there. He never heard from her 
again. Mr. Mergrun remembered the burning of Jewish stores and synagogues and Jews being 
beaten and hanged in the street. He also spoke of Christian neighbors, who formerly were 
helped out by his father and mother, breaking into his house to steal what they could and to kill 
his mother. But she had hidden. 

Most of the interview is about his life in England from 1938 until he left for the United States in 
1951. His sister had already emigrated there, and he and his two brothers and another sister 
came over in the Kinder Transport. He remembered that his mother went from station to 
station to see her children off. That was the last time he saw her. He spoke of the several places 
he stayed after he came to England. In the first boarding school he was frequently beaten by 
the headmaster. His siblings intervened and insisted he go elsewhere. He then went to stay 
with a coal mining family for a short while and then in a Hasidic boarding school which he felt 
was too religiously strict. He also spoke of Oswald Moseley and how the English people disliked 
him. 

Eventually, in his teens, Mr. Mergrun joined with his siblings and trained as a mechanic. At 
twenty or twenty-one he joined the British army but was released because of tuberculosis in his 
groin. In 1952 he joined his brothers and sisters in the U.S. He settled in Torrance, California. To 
the question whether there was anything else, he responded that he thought German Jews 
should have fought back against the Nazis. 
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