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Wilfred Jerome Fischer was an African-American born in a very small town in Louisiana on 
November 3, 1924. His family of eight was very religious. He was one of several ministers in his 
family stretching back a hundred years of ministry after slavery. He grew up in a black 
community on the “other side of the tracks” from the white community. While he had 
significant exposure to whites it was not social and there was a lot of discrimination. He 
remembered his 6’2” father having to say yes sir to a 12-year-old boy. His exposure to Jews was 
limited, but he did see that they were also discriminated against.  

The rest of this interview largely focused on Mr. Fisher’s time in the army and especially his 
experience liberating Dachau. Mr. Fisher joined the army at 18 and finished his high school 
there. He was part of an all-black unit and met other black men from different parts of the 
country and different social classes. After an IQ test, he joined a medical battalion in the air 
force and was trained to provide basic medical treatment. 

Eventually, his medical unit was ordered to go to Dachau. He had no idea what the camp was 
but was horrified at what he saw. It was then that he saw the gas chambers and crematoria 
that were still burning with parts of dead bodies. For four days his unit was the only unit inside 
Dachau. Four days later, the evacuation unit came, but except for a few Jewish soldiers that 
unit did not enter the camp. Fisher was appalled at what human beings could do to one 
another. He said that for him it was like living in hell. The victims had been robbed of any sense 
of humanity. He and his unit, having been sprayed with DDT, did their best to help the victims 
and to bring those who remained alive to the evacuation unit just outside the camp. Only 
gradually did he come to realize that most of the victims were Jewish. He shares a vivid 
description of Dachau. 

Reflecting on what he witnessed, he could not believe that people still denied the Holocaust or 
that ordinary Germans claimed that they did not know about the camps. His sermons as a 
minister were greatly affected by his experience at Dachau. He preached that all human beings 
are basically alike and that love, not hate, should be our guide. Pain has no complexion. 
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