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Summary 

Margot Stern was born in Esch-sur-Alzette, Luxembourg on June 30, 1925. Her brother, two 
years older, was also born in Luxembourg. She had a comfortable family life there and went to 
non-Jewish schools. Her family went to synagogue on the High Holidays but otherwise did little 
to practice Judaism. There was a very small Jewish community in Esch. Her grandparents and 
aunt lived in Hungary or Czechoslovakia. 

In 1939, her father was fired from the steel mill where he worked because he was an alien, 
having been born in Hungary. The family decided to go to Budapest where he could work in a 
steel mill and support his family. His father lived there as well as his wife’s two sisters. Life was 
difficult at first for Margot Stern and her brother because of language difficulties, but they soon 
learned Hungarian and went to school until March 1944 when the Germans came in. Until then, 
Stern was not aware of antisemitism and she was happy amid her close-knit family of aunts, 
uncles, and grandparents. Life changed in March 1944. Her family was forced to leave their 
apartment to live in another building exclusively of Jews. They were also forced to wear the 
Yellow Star and were limited to certain hours when they could go out. Her father lost his job 
and had to go to a labor camp. He returned a couple of times a week until one week he stopped 
coming home. Her brother was also picked up by the Nazis one day when he went out and 
never returned. 

Stern and her mother stayed in the apartment for two or three months and then were forced to 
leave for a small town nearby. They could only take a few possessions with them. Conditions 
were bad, but since she and her mother worked sewing uniforms in a factory they were treated 
reasonably well. Until then she had heard of concentration camps but thought they were labor 
camps. After about a month she and her mother and hundreds of other Jews were herded into 
cattle cars, stacked like sardines, and taken to Ravensbrück. Conditions and treatment were 
horrible. After 5 or 6 weeks 300 young women, but not her mother, were taken to a small labor 
camp near Leipzig. They worked about 8 hours a day but had to walk one hour each way to and 
from the barracks. She vividly remembers the cold, lice, unnecessary roll calls, and other 
terrible conditions. Her cousin was there, but she was very sick and could not do work. Luckily, 
she was left alone by the Nazis. Stern was fortunate to have a German supervisor at work who 
supplied her with extra food, some of which she shared with her sick cousin. 

IN March 1945 the Russians and Americans were coming close and there was bombing in the 
camp. The young women, including Stern and her cousin, were then taken on a death march. 
Many women died or were killed, but she and her cousin were able to survive. At one point in 
the march when the allies were very close they escaped. They were given food and water by 
two German families and directed to an American military camp nearby. Stern and her cousin 
stayed in the American camp until the war ended and then went with her cousin to stay with 
the cousin’s parents for two years. Stern then went to stay with another aunt in Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia, where she met her future husband, for another year. She married and she and 
her husband moved to Prague. They then went to Israel and stayed for twelve years. After 
several years going back and forth between Israel, New York State, and Canada she and her 
husband settled in the warmer climate of southern California near a cousin. 
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Life was good for her in California, but she missed her daughters, one of whom lived in Israel 
and another in Montreal. Stern also found out that both her father and brother were killed and 
that her mother did not survive Ravensbrück. Stern said that not a day goes by that she does 
not think of the Holocaust and its effects on her, especially the loss of her parents and brother. 
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