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Summary 
 
Ida (Assman) Brookhouse was a Dutch rescuer born in Amsterdam, Netherlands. She was 17 
years old when the war started. Until the Nazis arrived in 1940 she lived in a mixed 
neighborhood that included Jews, but the Nazis moved the Jews into specific neighborhood 
forming a kind of ghetto. Brookhouse reported that many Jews committed suicide. Led by her 
father, Jan Assman, who had joined the resistance, she and her sister were determined to help 
the Jews. It was dangerous for men, Jews and non-Jews, to go outside since they might be 
arrested and sent to Germany to work, so the women did the shopping standing for hours in 
long lines or going to the countryside to get food. 

Ida Brookhouse and her sister were instrumental in rescuing a Jewish child of seven months. 
Her father had agreed that he would help save the child of Jewish neighbors if the parents were 
sent to a camp. One day the father was called and told the “package” was ready, meaning that 
the parents were about to be sent to an internment camp and that the baby needed to be 
picked up. Since her father dared not go outside, she and her sister were sent to get the baby 
from a crèche where the parents had placed the child. But before Ida and her sister could take 
the child they were notified that the parents had bought their way out of the camp and that the 
girls should take the child to a castle where the parents hoped to stay for the rest of the war. 
So, Ida and her sister brought the child to the parents. Unfortunately, the parents and baby 
were shipped off to Theresienstadt several months before the end of the war in the 
Netherlands. This family also ended up taking care of another child of a mother who had stayed 
in Amsterdam. In the meantime, Ida and her sister helped rescue other Jewish children with the 
help of their father who would acquire false papers and food stamps for Jews. Ida helped in this 
effort as well. As Ida put it, every day they saw the Nazi terror against the Jews and she felt that 
they had to do something. She believed that most Dutch people felt the same way. 

After the war, life was very disorganized. Collaborators were shot or jailed, food was still hard 
to get. When the parents of the young child were released from Theresienstadt they came to 
Ida’s house with their own child and the other child they were caring for. Miraculously, the 
mother of the other child found out where they were staying and came to get her child. In 1989 
Ida and her sister were recognized by Yad Vashem as rescuers. She reiterated that there was no 
choice but to help, but she felt badly that it was too late for her father to receive an award. 
Apparently, he had died. 

Shortly after the war, Ida, her husband and baby moved to Australia, but she did not find the 
Australians welcoming. She then came to the United States which she said was the greatest 
country on earth. 
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