
RG-50.493.0073 
Summary 
 
(Note: This interview is, at times, difficult to understand.) 

Roosje Trompeter was born in Amsterdam, Holland on March 3, 1905. By the time the war 
arrived in Holland she was married and had one son who was born in 1937. Her husband was a 
leather salesman. Her mother and father and two married sisters were also alive and lived 
nearby before the war. None seemed to have survived. Ms. Trompeter was not active in the 
Jewish community, though before she was married her family did celebrate the High Holy Days. 
Her father was active in democratic politics. She had Jewish and non-Jewish friends and did not 
experience antisemitism before the Nazi invasion. She first became aware of the threat of 
German antisemitism on Kristallnacht. Afterward, she had a German Jew living with her family 
for a brief time. 

The Nazi invasion occurred in early May 1940, but for five months the Jewish community did 
not experience serious problems.  Then hundreds of young Jewish men were sent off to 
Buchenwald and Jews had to wear the yellow star on their garments. In retrospect, she thought 
it was dumb to register and wear the star but very few Jews refused and they trusted the Dutch 
authorities. She, her husband, three-year old son, and a sister and her two (?) children went to 
live in the country with gentiles who they had to pay. Trompeter’s family was safe, because her 
husband worked for the Judenrat, when they had to go underground. They stayed again with 
gentiles who they paid from their accumulated Jewelry and money. She stayed in touch with 
her sister through a friendly Dutch man who supplied them both with food. After a short while 
it became dangerous to stay with the gentile couple and they were sent by the Dutch 
underground, who her husband worked with, to another home, this time with a poor, 
communist family. During this time her son was taken from her and sent to an orphanage.  They 
were eventually reunited (how is never made clear). When her sister and sister’s husband were 
deported to Auschwitz, Trompeter’s sister’s daughter was sent to live with a gentile family. Her 
other sister and husband were also deported. It sounded like they had two daughters who 
survived the war. Trompeter and her husband and child were then living near Arnhem, 
Germany when the allies liberated. Her husband went out thinking it was safe. But just two 
days before liberation he was shot and killed by the Nazis. 

After the war she supported herself as a dressmaker. She was able to get her sister’s child after 
a court fight with a gentile family who wanted to keep her. But after the court decision the 
gentile family retained relations with the niece. In 1950 she immigrated to the United States 
where her husband’s sister lived. She met a Dutch Jew who had also survived the war, though 
his wife and child did not. She married. Her niece was adopted by her sister-in-law.  
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