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Harry Gable, who survived the Holocaust by way of the Kindertransport to England, was born in 
Karlsruhe, Germany on February 2, 1923. His family consisted of his father, a door to door 
salesman, his mother, a homemaker, and three sisters, one older and two younger twins. The 
family was poor but had a rich family and orthodox religious life. He and his father went to 
synagogue every day. Karlsruhe was a medium size city of 300,00 with about 10% Jews. Mr. 
Gable liked school and had many friends, both Jews and non-Jews. Before Hitler came to 
power, he experienced no antisemitism, but when Hitler became Germany’s leader people 
celebrated and shouted to get rid of the Jews. Former school friends now either ignored him, 
called him names, or beat him up. Teachers did nothing to stop this, and in some instances 
encouraged it. 

During and after 1933 Gable and the family mostly stayed at home. This meant his father could 
not work, and the family came to depend on the charity of Jewish organizations for food and 
clothing. Gable continued to go to school, where he was frequently beaten up, and to heder 
and synagogue. He grew increasingly worried about his father as Jewish men were taken to 
concentration camps. In 1938, he answered a knock on the door – by then he was fifteen – and 
two SS men threw him aside and took his father. He never saw him again. On Kristallnacht the 
Nazis destroyed his synagogue and smashed windows of Jewish homes and businesses. He and 
his mother helped rescue a Sefer Torah from a small synagogue across the street from his 
house before the Nazis destroyed the building. His mother decided to send him and his sisters 
to farms near Frankfurt to learn how to farm, with the goal to make Aliya to Palestine. When 
the war began, however, it became impossible to go to Palestine. He never saw his mother 
again and did not know what happened to her. 

In August 1939 he and his sisters were sent to England on the Kindertransport. For several years 
he lost contact with his younger sisters but remained in touch with his older sisters. Again, he 
went to work on a farm with the hope to go to Palestine, but he didn’t like the farm and went 
to London where he eventually ended up in real estate. Gable said that the British treated him 
very well. He worked in real estate between 1939 and 1941 but then decided to join the RAF so 
he could get back at the Nazis. The RAF put him in intelligence and near the end of the war he 
was sent to Germany where he served as an interpreter and helped hunt down Nazis. While in 
Germany he visited several concentration camps and the Red Cross in the hope that he would 
find his mother and father, or at least find out what happened to them. He never did. He was 
appalled by the horrible conditions of the camps and the dead and skeletal bodies.  

In 1946 he returned to London and worked odd jobs, including at a dentist’s office where he 
met his wife. In 1948 he and his wife decided to emigrate to the United States where his wife’s 
mother now lived after having survived the camps. His adjustment to the United States was 
fairly easy, since he already had learned English in England and people were friendly and 
helpful. Eventually, he ended up working in real estate again, which he loved. He also regained 
contact with his two younger sister who by then had gone to Israel. He has frequently visited 
them there. Gable remained a strong believer in God, though he left orthodox Judaism for 
Reform. He believed that God helped people survive. Until this interview he had not talked 
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much about his experiences, but he believed that it was essential that future generations hear 
what happened.  
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