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Summary 
 
Cecilia (Dojrzalosci) Pelton, a survivor of the Holocaust, was born in Krakow, Poland in 1915. 
She lived with her parents and one sister before the war came to Poland, graduating from high 
school and college by 1939. The family was close and practiced Judaism, if not being strictly 
orthodox. Her mother’s sister and family lived close by. Her father was in the transportation 
business, and after college she worked with her father. Until what she calls the “antisemitic 
revolution” in 1935-1936 she claimed that she experienced little antisemitism. Even after, her 
high school principal, an ethnic German, did not allow discrimination. Her college was private, 
and, therefore, did not fall under the quota laws set up by the government. She expressed the 
view that Poles were like other peoples, some are good and some not. 

Pelton’s description of her life once the Nazis invaded was confusing and skipped over many 
details. It appears, however, that life became very difficult with German bombing, ghettoization 
of Jews in Krakow and many Jewish men taken away to concentration camps. Some men 
escaped to Russia, but life was also difficult there and many died. While her mother, sister and 
her mother’s family went into the ghetto, she and her father went into the countryside and 
worked in a brick factory. When the SS came they took all Jews to a camp in Krakow. Sometime 
in 1943 she and her father were split up; he was sent to Belzec where he died. Her mother, 
sisters, and mother’s sister’s family had already been exterminated in Belzec.  

Pelton was transferred from Krakow sometime in 1943 to an ammunition factory in Poland. She 
was hurt there, but nevertheless was transferred with healthy inmates to Leipzig, Germany to 
another armament factory. Most of the time there she spent in the camp’s hospital and 
considered herself fortunate to survive. When the Russians came close to the camp the SS 
guards left. The Russians were very sympathetic to her and the other inmates, but the food 
they offered was too heavy. She and other women then went to German homes for food and 
lodging. The Germans said they had no idea what was happening in the camps. She did not 
believe them. 

Pelton returned to Krakow in December 1945 to stay with an uncle. There she met her future 
husband, and after a couple of years they decided to immigrate to the United States where he 
had relatives. She was eager to leave since she was always sick in Poland. She believed that it 
was God’s will that she survived, especially since she had been sick in the armament camps. 
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