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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 

In this interview, Marcelle Duval talks about her career as a Red Cross employee and a 
nurse during World War II. She focuses on her assignment with the rescue team at the 
roundup of Vel’d’Hiv. She describes the arrival of people, their panic and desperation. In 
addition, she comments on the difficult medical treatment there due to the lack of 
organization and information. She also discusses the insufficient food and water supply 
and the bad hygienic conditions.  
 
 
[01:] 00:05:11 – [01:] 11:11:00 
 
[shows photographs] 
 
She discusses her professional career of becoming a nurse; comments on her going to law 
school in Paris for two years; talks about her family going to Southern France with the 
start of the war; describes her first contact with the Red Cross and her trying to get a 
diploma as a nurse; focuses on her assignment in Austria and Bavaria until the armistice; 
comments on her starting a career as a nurse; focuses on the nursing school in the third 
district of Paris; discusses the timetable and the subjects at this school; mentions the 
different war injuries they had to learn about; focuses on the practical classes and her 
internship in a hospital; describes an average hospital at the time of the war; discusses the 
leadership, the organization chart and the medical facilities of the hospital she worked at; 
comments on the non-existence of specialization in the career of a nurse then; mentions 
that they all had to know about neurology, anesthesia and pediatrics; discusses her first 
experience in anesthesia. 
 
[01:] 11:12:00 – [01:] 20:11:00 
 
She comments on her contact with Jewish life; discusses stopping nursing school; 
describes the bombings; talks about a female colleague of hers recommending that she to 
join the national emergency team as a medical assistant; discusses several missions with 
the team in the countryside, the handling of corpses, the injuries and the identification of 
people; comments on a special train of the Red Cross which served as an ambulance to 
transport people to Paris; describes the different wagons of this train and their medical 
purposes; focuses on the responsibilities of the firefighters; discusses her assisting an 
emergency anesthetist in the bombed territories, describes studying for a nursing diploma 
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while at the same time working as an assistant for the emergency team in the countryside; 
mentions the nursing school Ecole de Saint-Simon in Paris; describes the organization of 
the rescue teams in the bombed territories. 
 
[silence until interview resumes] 
 
 

Box 1, Tape 2 
 
 

[02:] 00:15:00 – [02:] 11:32:00 
 
She discusses the incidents with the roundup of Vel’d’Hiv, being called by the Red 
Cross, and her assignment as part of the rescue team there; describes the building; talks 
about the medical equipment; comments on being not informed on what was going to 
happen there; describes the arrival of Jews; being confronted with fear, panic and 
desperation; describes seeing the first suicides; discusses the lack of staff and toilet 
facilities; comments on the ignorance of people’s ethnic background; mentions the 
hospital Rothschild; [silence until interview resumes]; discusses the diseases and the 
hospitalizations which resulted from them; describes seeing entire families rounded up; 
comments on the insufficient food and water supply; focuses on the different diseases 
people suffered from and the lack of medical treatment of these diseases; discusses 
communicating with the Jews. 
 
[02:] 11:33:00 – [02:] 23:58:00 
 
She comments again on the situation of panic, the hygienic standards and violence among 
the people; discusses again the lack of food, of organization and information; remembers 
distributing 9,000 plates in the first two days; recalls an incident in which after days raw 
potatoes were thrown into the crowds of people; comments on the duration of her 
assignment there; discusses the possible evacuation of Jews during the night; gives her 
personal opinion on the deportation of people due to their race; remembers discussing the 
topic of the disappearance of these people with her family and the Red Cross; comments 
on the importance of discretion in her profession at that time; discusses again the horrible 
hygienic standards with the round up of Vel’d’Hiv; comments on her further career in 
France and her assignment in Austria after the round up. 
 
 

Box 1, Tape 3 
 
 

[03:] 00:11:00 – [03:] 05:02:00 
 

 
She discusses the uniforms they had to wear for the Red Cross; comments on her stay in 
Austria and Germany at the time of the existence of concentration camps there; discusses 
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her daily routine in Austria and her return to France; talks about her further career in the 
medical sector in France; mentions the company Philipps providing medical equipment; 
comments on her work in Caen and her contact with Jews; mentions her return to Paris; 
discusses again her later career in the medical sector; mentions a diary she carried which 
includes entries on the round up of Vel’d’Hiv. 
 
 
[03:] 05:03:00 – [03:] 16:44:00 
 
[She shows photographs of her different assignments in Normandy and Austria; reads 
and comments on an article on the round-up of Vel’d’Hiv.] 
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