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In this interview, Arlette Dachary, former secretary to the head of Ponts et Chaussées 
(public works) in Gurs, shows documents and artifacts that were given to her during her 
stay in the camp and comments on the origin and background of several members of the 
staff in the camp and their later fate.  
 
 
[06:] 00:45:00 – [06:] 09:10:00 
 
[21. Watercolor painting by Mr. Turner [alternative possible spelling: Thurner:] She 
comments on this painting given to her husband; discusses drawing and painting in the 
camp and the delivery of the supplies through a store in Oloron; talks about the head of 
the block giving permission to buy painting supplies. 
 
[22. Plane made of cans and tooth brushes, by Spanish inmates]  
 
She remembers a little art object that looked like a barrack and served as a cigarette case; 
discusses the inmates selling art objects or exchanging them for food; mentions Ms. 
Rothschild having enough money to leave the camp and to leave for the U.S.; discusses 
other people and their wealthy status helping them to leave the camp; comments on some 
doctors from Austria and France. 
 
[06:] 09:11:00 – [06:] 21:27:11 
 
She discusses people depositing their money with the Banque de France; remembers a 
Polish inmate who was their assistant, his aristocratic origin and his perfect way of 
approaching work; mentions his later departure; comments on life and daily routine after 
the liberation and her personal impressions of this period of her life; talks about some 
“pleasant” things in the camp, the artistic and cultural program, sunbathing and 
friendship; discusses her being interrogated after the liberation; focuses on resistance and 
the different victim groups. 
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This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




