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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 

In this interview, Pierre Langla talks about his assignment as a guard at the camp of Gurs. 
He comments on his arrest [no reason given] and his later deportation to several camps 
and focuses on his internment in Lemberg (Lwów; present-day L’viv) and Rawa-Ruska. 
In addition, he shows some documents and photographs from the period of his 
assignment as a guard in Gurs. 
 
 
[01:] 00:03:08 – [01:] 06:00:00 
 
He comments on his family background; talks about his military service and his 
assignment as a guard in Gurs during World War II; discusses the different military 
assignments in, e.g., Verdun and Nancy; comments on his being injured near Verdun and 
being arrested during his stay in the military hospital of Nancy; discusses his being 
deported to Germany; discusses his internment in the camp of Rawa-Ruska; comments on 
his arrest at the camp of Lemberg; talks about being sent to Bavaria and to the 
Czechoslovakia then, comments on being liberated by the Russians and his subsequent 
return to France. 
 
[01:] 06:01:00 – [01:] 17:01:00 
 
He discusses his military career; focuses on his arrival in Gurs, on getting an assignment 
there, the strong supervisors, the schedule for the guards and the prohibition on speaking 
to the Spanish prisoners; comments on the specific requirements for the guards, the 
importance of obedience; the role of the War Council, “Conseil de guerre,” the living 
conditions and the required discipline for the guards and the inmates; mentions 
commander Sourier and his mistreatment of the soldiers and guards; remembers an 
incident  in which a guard was drinking coffee with the Spanish inmates; discusses again 
his arrival and his first impressions of Gurs; describes the organization and structure of 
the camp; comments on the arrival of the Spanish inmates; focuses on the republicans and 
communists in Spain at that time; discusses the volunteers and the International Brigade 
in Gurs; describes the size of the camp, the blocks, the barracks, the water supply, and the 
toilet facilities; comments on the living conditions after the arrival of the Germans; 
discusses the electricity supply of the barracks and the conditions around them; describes 
his own housing close to the camp of Gurs; focuses on the question if guards assigned 
outside the camp had the right to return to the camp after work. 
 
[01:] 17:02:00 – [01:] 25:39:00 
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He comments on the daily routine of the guards and the relationship between guards and 
inmates; focuses on his assignment outside the camp, his equipment and weapons; 
discusses the rules and instructions for the Spanish inmates; talks about gamblers among 
the Spanish inmates; discusses communication with the inmates; focuses on the “mobile 
guards” on horses; mentions the duration of his stay in Gurs; analyzes the reasons why he 
might have been chosen for an assignment in Gurs; mentions his receiving a pension only 
as an invalid; discusses his profession as a farmer; comments on the African origin and 
other nationalities of the soldiers and guards of the camp; discusses the possibility of 
seeing incidents inside the camp as a guard located outside the camp; talks about the 
living conditions of prisoners, the food, and water supply. 
 
[01:] 25:40:00 – [01:] 29:40:00 
 
He discusses his being a prisoner of war in the citadel of Lemberg; comments on the city 
of Lemberg and its status as a place of universities; remembers seeing foreigners on 
trucks there; talks again about the Rawa-Ruska camp as a Jewish ghetto and the exit and 
entry regulations for the Jews there; focuses again on his being arrested in Lemberg and 
being a prisoner in Rawa-Ruska; comments on the sequence of his internments in 
Lemberg, Rawa-Ruska, and Germany; discusses seeing corpses of Jews in Rawa-Ruska. 
 
[01:] 29:41:00 – [01:] 34:20:00 
 
[He shows photographs of himself on the top of the citadel of Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port:] 
he comments on the photograph and his telling stories on the Basque Country to U.S. 
tourists; [shows pictures of the French village of Arnéguy]; discusses the hospitality in 
the Basque Country; [shows pictures of Gurs that show the guards, the camp and the 
Spanish inmates]. 
 
 

Box 1, Tape 2 
 
 

[02:] 00:53:00 – [02:] 18:04:00 
 
[He presents more pictures of Gurs: of the mobile guards on horses, of the bistro 
“Lunan” at the entrance of the camp, of U.S. cars, and a soldier in his military clothes.] 
 
He comments on the café, its location, and the staff there; discusses the nationalities of 
soldiers and their wearing clothes for a long period of time; comments on his stay in 
Czechoslovakia, the bombing of Dresden and a firm which produced the explosive for the 
bombs; focuses on the location of this firm to the north of Prague; postulates why this 
company was not bombed due to cooperation between the U.S. and Germany against the 
Russians; mentions the name “Deutsch-amerikanische Petroleumgesellschaft.” 
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[He shows a picture of inmates of Rawa-Ruska taken by Pétain on the “Mission 
Scapini.”] 
 
He mentions his former colleague Chopin [Jopin]; discusses the construction of the 
military barracks (Landkaserne); comments again on the kind of work he was doing in 
the different camps; mentions the book he wrote on his experiences during the war. 
 
[He shows correspondence, partly in German, by former friends of his, a nurse from the 
Czech Republic and other female inmates he knew, and a press release on Gurs]. 
 
[02:] 18:05:00 – [02:] 30:26:06 
 
He comments on Eastern European Jews ending up in ghettos and prisons in Poland and 
Germany; remembers hiding in a village in Germany; discusses Jews in prison camps; 
comments on the origin and nationality of the Jews in Rawa-Ruska; discusses the status 
of Hungary in World War II; remembers a conversation in which he met a Belgian 
woman  on a transport to Theresienstadt; mentions being in correspondence with people 
he knew in Czechoslovakia; discusses again the bombing of this specific company and 
his assumption of the involvement of the U.S.; describes his career after the war and 
establishing “family houses” to help and educate young people; presents and comments 
on his book Souvenirs de captivité.   
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