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Summary of Oral History Interview with Serge Moreau—ENGLISH 
 
Serge MOREAU, born in Charolles, France in 1933 in the Saône and Loire region—40 km 
from Cluny; his parents came to Cluny in 1935; in the beginning, his parents ran a small 
seed business; then, his father bought a café; speaking of his mother's deportation in 
1944 from the café; speaking of the café and the various town events before the war—
St. Martin; speaking of public assistance; speaking of refugees in Cluny; foreigners in 
Cluny during the 1930's—Italians, Poles, Russians, Jews; Serge Moreau speaking of the 
"yellow star" and how his schoolmates were forced to wear it; no one in Cluny knew 
before that that they were Jews; some of the Jewish boys were born in Cluny; recalling 
Jewish families in Cluny—one was a mechanic; wearing of the "yellow star" for Jews—
1941–1942; not many "yellow stars" in Cluny; speaking of the war and of certain family 
being displaced (to Biarritz); the unoccupied zone; recalling all of the gardens scattered 
around Cluny; abundance of poultry; two churches in Cluny; Serge Moreau wasn't 
particularly religious; Serge's father was a leftist; his father being against Pétain; his 
father being in the Resistance; Cluny being liberated on June 10th; speaking of the 
craftsmen of Cluny; many people in Cluny were pro Pétain; speaking of collaborators; 
February 14, 1944 and the denunciations; the Germans coming to his home more than 
once; his grandparents living down the street; the Germans coming on February 14th at 
9 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 10 a.m. to find his father; his father was hiding in the house; 
speaking of the day of the arrests; everyone was prevented from moving around the 
village; two French police came to arrest his father, then the third time they were 
accompanied by Germans; Germans speaking very good French; his mother being 
arrested—she was denounced; his mother participated in the Resistance—she was on 
deportation lists; Germans coming to arrest his mother; speaking of his father and the 
Resistance; his father helping with the first parachute drop; his mother being deported 
to Mauthausen—speaking of others in Block 32 where they were to be exterminated; 
his mother being liberated, but never speaking of what happened; Serge Moreau 
showing the clothing from Mauthausen that his mother had saved in order to never 
forget; all of those deported received assistance by the government 
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