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Abstract 
 

Judge Norbert Ehrenfreund was a reporter at the Nuremberg War Crimes Trial.  He 
chose to interview Lou Dunst, a Holocaust survivor, in a form that would have resembled a 
questioning session at the trial.  In 1940, Lou was living with his family in Yasinya, 
Czechoslovakia when the Hungarians occupied his town and forced his father into  slave 
labor.  Lou and several of his peers were also forced into slave labor at a nearby camp.  In 
1944, Lou, and the other Jews from his town, were packed into boxcars and sent to a ghetto 
in Mátészalka, Hungary.  They stayed there for several weeks until they were again packed 
into boxcars and deported to Auschwitz. 

Upon arrival, he and the others underwent a selection headed by Dr. Mengele.  Lou 
never saw his mother again after the selection, and his father was soon gassed as well.  Lou 
was able to stay with his brother and was placed into a barrack in Birkenau.  He was soon 
transferred to Mauthausen with several other young men.  While there, they were put into a 
gas chamber.  They thought they were about to die but survived the experience and were sent 
to Ebensee to “disappear.”  They lived under difficult conditions in Ebensee and witnessed 
several brutal tortures.  Lou even considered suicide on several occasions, but his brother 
helped him to survive. 

By the springtime of 1945, the war was coming to an end.  On May 6th, 1945, Lou 
was placed in a pile of those who were dead or dying.  However, the American Army 
liberated the camp later that day, and his brother was able to remove him from that pile.  
After liberation, Lou was taken to Linz, Austria and eventually on to a hospital in Prague.  
Lou later came to America, where he lives today. 
 

Time-Coded Notes 
 

0:00:18 Judge Norbert Ehrenfreund, who was a reporter at the Nuremberg War Crimes 
Trial, introduces the subject of the Holocaust.  He intends to interview 
Holocaust survivor Lou Dunst as survivors were interviewed at the trial. 

 
0:03:40 Lou Dunst is now in his seventies but was fourteen years old at the outbreak of 

World War Two.  He grew up in Yasinya, Czechoslovakia and lived with his 
mother, father, brother, and sister.  His parents owned a retail store. 

 
0:04:20 When Lou was fourteen, his father and several other local Jewish men were 

taken away to slave labor camps.  Lou was also eventually forced to go. He 
had to load and unload military equipment under the watch of Hungarian and 
German troops. 

 
0:06:26 In 1944, Lou, and fourteen thousand other Jews from around his town, were 

rounded up, placed on boxcars, and sent to Auschwitz.  They had no warning 
before their arrest. 
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0:08:03 Prior to being placed in boxcars, everyone was rounded up in the center of the 
town and told to build their own graves near the local Jewish cemetery.  
However, the German and Hungarian troops guarding them suddenly changed 
their minds and took them to the railroad. 

 
0:11:13 Lou describes the horrible conditions on the boxcar and his long journey where 

nights and days melted together.  They had no idea where they were going. 
 
0:13:27 They finally arrived in Mátészalka, Hungary and were placed into a ghetto, 

where they remained for a couple of weeks.  They were pushed around by the 
SS guards and told to give up everything they had. 

 
0:16:05 Lou and the others in the Mátészalka ghetto were finally marched back to the 

railroad and taken on crowded boxcars to Auschwitz.  Lou was still with his 
entire family at this time. 

 
0:18:20 When they arrived in the camp, the inmates already there told them that they 

would be gassed and cremated. 
 
0:19:21 After getting off of the boxcars, everyone was separated by Dr. Mengele and 

his assistants.  Lou was separated from everyone but his brother.  He never 
saw his mother again.  His father was later murdered in the Buna sub-camp. 

 
0:24:16 Lou and the other male prisoners he was with were ordered to undress over a 

pile of clothing.  Some of the stronger men were chosen to be 
Sonderkommandos and to help move bodies.  Lou and his brother were placed 
in a barrack in the Birkenau camp. 

 
0:26:23 The men had not been tattooed yet, so they believed that they would soon be 

gassed.  However, they were ordered to the railroad after staying in 
Auschwitz-Birkenau for a couple of weeks. 

 
0:29:50 Lou and the other young men on this transport were taken to Mauthausen.  

When they arrived, they were prodded up the camp’s many steps by SS men 
with guns and dogs.  They were all placed in quarantine in the barracks and 
had little space to sleep.  They believed they were to be gassed. 

 
0:32:53 Lou was still with his brother at this point and credits him with keeping him 

from committing suicide. 
 
0:33:23 One day, Lou and the others were placed in a gas chamber but were soon taken 

out because the fuel to burn their bodies was becoming “too expensive.” 
 
0:35:19 The men were issued numbers on metal plates.  Lou’s number was 68,122. 
 
0:36:03 In the summer of 1944, they were sent on the railroad to the Ebensee camp, 

about fifty miles away from Mauthausen.  Conditions there were difficult.  Lou 
witnessed starvation, beatings, hangings, and various forms of torture.  He and 
several others worked in the Steinbruch, underground factories. 
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0:40:54 Lou describes wintertime at Ebensee.  They did not have the proper cold-
weather clothing or shoes that they needed and had to work day and night in 
the extreme cold.  Lou says he became a “muselman,” or someone known for 
not having any flesh or muscles on the body. 

 
0:42:48 In the spring of 1945, Lou was placed on a pile of those who were dead and 

dying. 
 
0:43:43 Lou describes the relationships that existed in the camp.  For example, he and 

his brother were sometimes able to share food. 
 
0:46:10 Lou continues to describe his experience on the pile of bodies.  Luckily, it was 

May 6th, 1945, the day of liberation.  His brother found him on the pile and 
told him they were being liberated. 

 
0:49:30 Lou was taken to Linz, Austria and then to Prague after liberation.  He soon 

went to a hospital there to recover. 
 
0:50:05 Lou eventually came to America, which he calls “the best country in the 

world.” 
 
0:50:20 Judge Ehrenfreund wraps up the interview with Lou.  He states how he 

appreciates that the trials were able to bring some justice to the Nazi war 
criminals. 

 
0:54:10 Judge Ehrenfreund concludes by asking Lou if he is a religious man and how 

the war affected his belief in God.  Lou replies that his experiences during the 
Holocaust only strengthened his faith. 
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