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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Ivans Jančuks-Jasjuks, born in October of 1929, talks about what he witnessed in his 
prewar life and during the war, in his hometown, the village of Stariy Forshtadt (in the present-day 
Republic of Latvia). He describes the beginning of the war, giving information about what happened to local 
Jews and their property. He remembers what other witnesses shared with him and comments on specific 
episodes in the life of the Jews after the start of the war in this small town. 
 
 
[01:] 00:40:00 – [01:] 09:29:25 
 
He talks about himself and his life in Stariy Forshtadt before the war; remembers his parents and the 
community of Stariy Forshtadt; talks about the beginning of the war; describes how he was forced to 
change his place of residence several times throughout the war; he talks about prewar Latvia and focuses on 
the strict requirements of knowing the Latvian language; he mentions the varied nationalities that made up 
the town; he remembers who of his friends were Jewish and comments that local people did not make 
national distinctions; he recalls that they spoke mostly Russian, but emphasizes it was prohibited to speak 
Russian, and he was required to speak Latvian at school.  
 
[01:] 09:30:00 – [01:] 21:16:25  
 
He speaks about the military occupation and remembers what happened with the Jews; he says the Jews 
were forced to hide from the very beginning of the war and remembers they were seized and sent into the 
ghetto near the town in the early days of the war; he says he saw local Latvian police arresting Jews, mainly 
in the morning; Ivans says the Jews were seized very quickly, over a day or so, because in the town there 
were not many Jewish families; he assumes the Jews were executed immediately after their arrests, as he 
heard shots coming from the side of the ghetto; he recalls that the local population was forced to bury the 
murdered Jews, and remembers people finding personal belongings of murdered Jews; he recalls the 
devastation left by the Germans in the early days of the war. 
 
[01:] 21:17:00 – [01:] 30:44:25   
 
He talks about the homes left by the Jews, and remembers some of them remaining unoccupied for a while; 
he explains that after the election of the town council, the homes of Jews were distributed to other people, 
and that Jewish property left in the houses was gradually plundered, but emphasizes that he saw no clear 
signs of looting; he remembers the demolition of synagogues, and focuses on the books and other property 
in synagogues being burned; he talks about the execution of Jews and other nationalities, commenting that 
according to eyewitnesses, they found various things on the site of the execution; he retells the rumors about 
a man finding gold on a murdered Jew. 
 
[01:] 30:45:00 – [01:] 35:00:00 
 
He talks about Jews returning to Stariy Forshtadt after the war, explaining that those who returned did not 
stay long; he supposes they moved to the center of the Soviet Union; he clarifies that those Jews who 
retreated with the Soviet army at the beginning of the war managed to survive; he comments that the Jews 
who believed the Germans would not harm them and chose to stay in town were almost all executed; he 
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remembers a Jewish woman hiding in a basement close to autumn; he describes how the haggard woman 
was found and seized by local police, explaining even though nobody gave her away to the police, she was 
still caught and arrested; he says he does not know what happened to her after her arrest. 
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