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Box1, Tape 1 
 
 

In this interview, Bronislava Batnja, born in 1929, talks about her life in Latvia during World 
War II. She speaks of her family’s imprisonment in the concentration-camp Salaspils, from 
particular events to describing the average day. Batnja then speaks of their departure into 
Germany and eventual freedom from Nazi control by the Americans.  
 
 
[01:] 00:00:30 – [01:] 00:06:19 
 
She lists family members with whom she lived, describes what they did before the war, 
specifies when the war began, and when the Germans invaded their land; she describes 
soldiers’ behavior in occupied villages, referencing their raping of local women; she says she 
knew Jewish people living in other local villages; Bronislava answers the interviewer’s 
question about what happened to the Jews right after the beginning of the war, sharing that all 
were taken and locked in a synagogue; she tells how her future mother-in-law cooked food 
and gave it to an imprisoned Jew, her boyfriend. 
 
[01:] 00:06:20 – [01:] 00:10:11 
 
She names the date her family was arrested; describes how it happened; how policemen went 
through their belongings, searching for alcohol; she says all arrested were gathered and 
explained the reason of their arrests; she adds she heard that captured Jews were shot but she 
herself did not witness the event. 
 
[01:] 00:10:12 – [01:] 00:16:17 
 
She talks about the concentration camp Salaspils, where she, along with her family and ten 
families from her village, had been sent; she describes their delivery and arrival at the camp 
and how before their departure from their villages, Nazi soldiers took their jewelry; she talks 
about her father’s time at the camp; how when he went to work, he would pass the children’s 
barrack, and they would cry and call for their parents; she specifies the nationalities of the 
people who lived in the same barrack with them and what languages they used to speak to one 
another; she adds there were no Jews among them because they were held in different 
barracks at the camp; she mentions that Jews had different signs on them in two places on 
their clothing, in the front and on the back; Batnja speaks about their living conditions and 
food; she tells how her father was beaten when he picked up a cigarette butt from the ground. 
 
[01:] 00:16:18 – [01:] 00:24:46 
 
She tells what work the Jews did in the camp; she names reasons of the deaths in camp, and 
remembers how her sister and she were so weak from starvation that all they could do was 
sleep; she describes what happened to corpses; she remembers the Germans coming, saying 
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they would let some people go; she shares how all the prisoners went to the same bathhouse, 
to wash off the lice and describes the conditions in which they slept. 
 
[01:] 00:24:47 – [01:] 00:32:16 
 
She names Russian and Latvians as the only nationalities in her barrack; she says she saw 
where the Jews lived but does not know of their living conditions; she tells about the process 
by which people were divided in two groups and that, luckily, her family stayed undivided; 
they were sent to Germany; she remembers when a girl on the train died and she was thrown 
out of the carriage; she tells about their time in Germany—what happened, what they ate, and 
where they stayed; she specifies how long they were in Germany and when they came back to 
Latvia; she says they were freed by Americans and that they brought them food. 
 
[01:] 00:32:17 – [01:] 00:36:16 
 
She names the year her family returned to Latvia and adds that only one Jew from the 
imprisonment returned home; she says when they returned home, Jews’ homes were occupied 
by local citizens; she mentions that her mother-in-law said that the Jews, who were locked in 
the synagogue, were shot; Batnja adds that none of her acquaintances had witnessed the Jews 
being shot, and that they all heard it from somebody else; she answers the interviewer’s 
question of whether anybody from the camp was still alive; she says she had seen a camp 
supervisor in the hospital. 
 
 

Tape 2 
 
 
[02:] 00:00:30 – [02:] 00:08:04 
 
She returns to talk about Salaspils; she says Jews lived in a different barrack and were sent to 
the hardest work, as well as being beaten and tortured; she mentions that Germans took blood 
from the children but doesn’t know what happened to the children afterwards, but people said 
they died; her father told her what happened to dead people, how they burned the corpses in 
one big hole, but later stopped burning the bodies due to the terrible smell. 
 
[02:] 00:08:05 – [02:] 00:14:19 
 
She says that in the camp there were German soldiers and “tzgrupniki”, who were the same 
as policemen, from the local people; adding that she knew those policemen; she says they 
were punished because they left earlier from work; reports the year she got into the camp and 
was moved from it; talks about the food they received once a day and decided among 
themselves how to split it. 
 
[02:] 00:14:20 – [02:] 00:23:20 
 
She mentions again the years of her time in the camp; she replies to the interviewer’s question 
as to whether she can remember any positive episode, saying it was a death camp and nothing 
positive could happen there; she adds she has seen prisoners who also returned alive, but none 
of the Jews returned; she comments it was impossible to escape from the camp because there 
were guards everywhere; she specifies how many people lived in the barrack, how many 
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levels the plank beds were; she describes the average day, what time men left and came back 
from work, who brought the food, and how many died; she adds that only the strongest could 
survive in those conditions. 
 
[02:] 00:23:21 – [02:] 00:36:00 
 
She counts how many barracks she had seen around her own, but adds she does not know who 
lived where; she tells the story of one Russian who pretended to be dead and managed to 
escape; she talks about the blood-taking from children, how often it happened, and what age 
the kids were; she talks about the laundry process, where the toilets were, and responds to the 
interviewer that there were no bathrooms; she comments they received orders from the officer 
in German, but there was a woman translator, who translated to them in Russian and Latvian; 
she shares what the prisoners talked about among one another; that all they wanted was this 
imprisonment to be over and questioned whether there was a hope to survive. 
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