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In this interview, Jelena Domašova, born in 1921, describes her experiences in the town of Višķi, 
Latvia during the Second World War. She was 21 when the Germans occupied her town, and 
during the war years, she witnessed the execution of a Jew by a local collaborator and the 
burning of Jewish bodies from a mass grave outside Višķi by the retreating German authorities. 
She concentrates on local collaboration with the Germans and the prevailing atmosphere of terror 
throughout the war.  
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
[01:] 00:17:17 – [01:] 09:18:09 
00:00 – 09:34  
 
She introduces herself as Jelena Domašova and gives her date and place of birth as 1920 in 
Vyhskovskaya Volost; discusses her life in Višķi during the war, describing the living 
conditions and the looted and abandoned buildings in the early war period; says there were very 
few Jews in Višķi and describes their prewar occupations; explains what happened to Jews in the 
village Višķi; says that she did not see any arrests; describes witnessing the shooting of a Jewish 
man at the Jewish cemetery; answers questions on the distance of the shooting, the uniform of 
the murderer, and the location of the cemetery; says both men spoke Russian; describes her fear 
of telling anyone about the execution.  
 
[01:] 09:18:10 – [01:] 21:29:09 
09:35 – 22:15 
 
She talks about the constant fear during the war; describes an incident in which the Germans, 
looking for partisans, raided her house in a village 4 kilometers from Višķi; talks about the mass 
execution of Jews in Višķi; recounts the process of execution as described by others; talks about 
the burial and later the burning of bodies in Višķi; describes seeing parts of bodies sticking out of 
the ground at the execution site the day after the killing took place; says that Germans and local 
collaborators burned the bodies when the Germans were retreating from Višķi; says that she 
knows of only one Jewish resident of the village who survived; says she knew many local 
collaborators personally and gives several names; says that no local collaborators remained in 
Višķi after the war; describes the belongings and books left by Jews; says many locals used them 
for clothing and bedding.  
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This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




