
03/01/2004 

SKOROHODOV, Boris 
Latvia Documentation Project 
Russian 
RG-50.568*0028 
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Boris Skorohodov, born January 19, 1929, and a lifelong resident of Bragin, 
Gomel Oblast, discusses the beginning of World War II and the evacuation of the local Jews and 
Communists. He talks about an order from the government for locals to take food and supplies 
from stores and warehouses, and describes his trips to the stores with his mother a few times. 
Skorohodov also discusses the Germans’ invasion and subsequent departure, as well as the 
gendarmes’ arrival. 
 
 
[00:] 00:33:00 – [00:] 06:19:25 
00:00 – 06:25 
 
Skorohodov begins by stating his birth dates and place as January 19, 1929, in the southern part 
of Belarus—Bragin, Gomel Oblast—and that he lived there when the war started; says that at the 
beginning of the war, before the arrival of Germans, families of Jews and Communists were 
forced to evacuate; states that all Communists and wealthy Jews (about half of all Jews from his 
town) fled to the farthest regions of the Soviet Union, and poor Jews, elderly people and children 
had to stay; says that there was an order from the representatives of the government for people to 
take food and supplies from stores and warehouses; describes how he went with his mother to the 
store a couple of times; states that Germans arrived around ten days after the war began; says 
that German soldiers did not murder anyone or steal from anyone; says that they evicted his 
family from their house in order to sleep there; explains that in the morning they left the town; 
describes the peace in his town that lasted for about ten days; says that after this, gendarmes 
arrived and chose a mayor, stewards, and police from the local population, however, only 
alcoholics and idlers were willing to be in the police. 
 
[00:] 06:20:00 – [00:] 16:09:25 
06:26 – 16:40 
 
He states that the atmosphere in the town was relatively calm; says that the Germans made the 
Jews wear yellow stars and there were rumors about the Nazis’ plans to move all Jews into one 
street; states that the government had time to recruit only a few men from his town because of 
the Germans’ quick invasion; says that after about a month, a German brigade arrived and made 
lists of the local Jews and non-Jews; describes how the Jews were forced by Latvians and 
Estonians, who arrived with the Germans, to go into the building of a local school; says that the 
Jews were told to bring their valuables; explains that most of them understood what was about to 
happen; says the line of Jews was separated with men in one group, women, children, and elderly 
people in another; describes the shooting procedures: says families, excluding men, were shot 
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together; says that one Jewish man, whom he knew, managed to escape; states that the Nazis 
made non-Jewish men bury the victims; describes his parents’ reaction after the shootings; says 
not all of the Jews were killed on that day and that some managed to hide; says the next day the 
brigade consisting of Latvians and Estonians left town; states that they ordered the local 
policemen to finish this operation (of murdering the local Jewry); says that Jews were killed on 
site if found. 
 
[00:] 16:10:00 – [00:] 20:32:25 
16:41 – 21:14 
 
He says that one of his distant Jewish relatives, Rosa, survived the mass shooting most likely by 
bribing the gendarmes; describes how he helped his father make shoes, because his father did not 
want him to wander on the streets too much; says that one day an old Jewish woman came to 
their house and asked for something to eat and his mother gave her some food and advised her to 
go to the east if she could in order to avoid death; focuses on the newly nervous atmosphere after 
the shootings of Jews. 
 
[00:] 20:33:00 – [00:] 26:36:25 
21:15 – 27:32 
 
He describes how later, local (Belorusian) policemen took Rosa with her two children and shot 
them; says one of the policemen threw Rosa’s infant into the air and started shooting at it; says 
he and his brother dug up the bodies to rebury them according to Jewish tradition; says another 
day the local policemen brought the old Jewish woman, to whom his mother gave food, to a 
meadow, dug a hole, made the woman take off her clothes and go into the hole, then the 
policeman shot and buried her. 
 
[00:] 26:37:00 – [00:] 31:54:25 
27:33 – 33:04 
 
He describes how Germans found and destroyed a Communist base in the forest; talks about 
German propaganda, which reported that Moscow and Leningrad had been conquered; says that 
five out of six Communists from the forest base surrendered; states that Germans shot four of 
them immediately and made the other man, who was a district attorney, the executioner; says 
that a Jew, Yudko, and his two sons, who were hiding from the Germans, were found in the 
spring of 1942; says that Germans forced the district attorney to dig holes, gave him a sword and 
forced him to decapitate the Jews, bury them, and dig another hole; says they then murdered him 
on the spot. 
 
[00:] 31:55:00 – [00:] 33:47:25 
33:05 – 35:03 
 
He states that this is all he can tell about the Holocaust; focuses on the fact that he buried a lot of 
Soviet soldiers (who were prisoners of war), while helping out at the hospital; says that Germans 
left addresses of the soldiers in small cartridges; says that he wrote to their families and many of 
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them came to visit the soldiers’ graves; notes that this is the first time he has shared these stories 
as he has not even told close relatives. 
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