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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Anastasija Grigorjeva, born in 1927 and a native of Korolevšina, talks about 
her World War II experience in Korolevšina and in Germany. She was 14 years old when the war 
started. During the war, she spent three years working in Germany as a forced laborer. In the 
interview, Grigorjeva concentrates on her work experience in Germany, describes working 
conditions, and relationships between other workers and camp staff. She also talks about mass 
execution of Jews in her village in Latvia, and collaboration by locals.  
 
 
[01:] 00:32:10 – [01:] 09:35:04 
00:00 – 09:49 
 
She introduces herself, states the date and place of her birth as 1927 and in the village 
Korolevšina; mentions spending three years in Germany during the war; describes when she 
heard the execution of the Jews by firing squad, her reaction and the reaction of her family; 
describes the subsequent arrival of three local men to take her father to bury the dead, his refusal 
and their threats of retaliation; describes their arrival several weeks later to take her father away, 
her mother’s reaction, her plea to let him go as the father of nine children and their reaction to 
her pleadings [cries]; describes the final decision to take two elder daughters for labor instead 
and the preparation for the girls’ departure [stops, swallows].  
 
[01:] 09:35:05 – [01:] 15:03:01 
09:50 – 15:31 
 
She describes arrival at the local administration; their stay at the local administration, conditions, 
guards; describes her mother’s visit there and the treatment of her and her three-month-old baby 
by the guards; talks about preparations for departure to Germany, preparation of wagons, 
arranging for toilets, accommodation of people in the wagons; describes how mostly young 
people were collected, and talks about the length of the train; returns to the scene with the first 
arrival of “aizargi” to their house, describes the conversation, her father’s reply, their cries; 
names the perpetrators, talks about where they lived, how well she had known them; in response 
to interviewer’s question, says that her father prohibited going to the place of execution but 
according to other accounts the soil in the place was moving; clarifies who went to the place of 
execution and quotes the accounts of what they saw there [cries]; specifies that these accounts 
come from other people, she did not witness anything. 
 
[01:] 15:03:02 – [01:] 20:52:18 
15:32 – 21:35 
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She describes the arrival in Germany and the accommodations; wants to show some documents 
but she has not prepared them; says that she worked with gunpowder in a factory for three years; 
describes the conditions of work, says that the smoke was detrimental to health and had she 
known that, she would have used some protection against it; describes the nationalities of 
workers at the factory and how the camp was organized along lines of nationalities; talks about 
the high death rate among inmates and attributes it to the small quantity of food; describes 
begging for food from German female camp staff, mentions that they were empathetic [cries]; 
says that her sister was released along with a pregnant woman from the camp due to her health 
problems, mentions her stay in a hospital in Hamburg; describes her duties at the factory, making 
bullets; mentions that gunpowder was highly inflammable and resulted in a few deaths of the 
girls.  
 
[01:] 20:52:19 – [01:] 30:42:05 
21:36 – 31:48 
 
She says she was not beaten by factory staff; describes being punished only once; says that 
working all day long was physically hard, and that there were challenges of adjusting from home 
life to work in the factory; describes falling asleep on duty; says that Fleming was a good factory 
manager and talks about his work practices and demands for cleanliness; describes doing some 
cleaning for Fleming; says she liked Fleming, he treated her well; says that when the Germans 
were leaving and left the factory unsupervised, the Latvian collaborators signed documents that 
all Latvians volunteered there; gives harsh judgment on these collaborators; returns to the subject 
of the mass execution of Jews and remembers that her father kept two Jews hiding in the 
basement where they stored potatoes; describes the relationship between her father and Saika, 
one of the Jews, duration of their stay in the basement; mentions their sudden disappearance; 
says that other people were hiding Jews as well and that that this was well known; says that there 
was some survival among Jews; mentions she is not sure what happened to her father’s friends, 
worries about someone turning them in; says that people are bad. 
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