
08/29/2005 

SULTANOVA, Norberta 
Latvia Documentation Project  
Russian 
RG-50.568*0052 
 
 

Box 1, Tape1 
 
 
In this interview, Norberta Sultanova, born in 1931 and lived as a child in the village of 
Verhnij Poguljanok, near Daugavpils, Latvia, talks about her life in the village during Nazi 
occupation. She describes the executions of local Jews, marauding by the locals, and 
collaboration between the villagers and the Nazis. She also discusses the POW camp near her 
village. 
 
 
[01:] 00:34:00 – [01:] 10:04:25 
 
She introduces herself and talks about an incident in which Jews—mostly women, the 
elderly, and children—were escorted to the site of their execution; remembers the unusual 
sound like a howl-like-sound in the well from which her family used to draw water; suggests 
that some of the executed may have had escaped from the mass graves. 
 
[01:] 10:05:00 – [01:] 20:00:16 
 
She says that many people from her village used to hide Jewish people; tells how, as children, 
they provided escapees with local maps; gives the name of their neighbor Helena Dedel, who 
used to collect the clothes of the executed Jews in order to sell later; describes the place 
where the Jews were executed; talks about the place in the forest where Soviet POWs were 
executed; remembers that when they were children they would give food to Soviet POWs; 
describes the procedure of how new POWs were brought to the camp.  
 
[01:] 20:00:17 – [01:] 26:09:18 
 
She talks about the way in which corpses were unloaded from the carriages; suggests that the 
innards of the corpses were eaten by those who had survived the journey; says that 
newcomers were hardly ever guarded; says that some of the guards were Russians; suggests 
that they were members of “Russkaya Osvoboditel'naya Armiya,” or the Russian Liberation 
Army (ROA) or Vlasov Army, but she is unsure if this is true; remembers how one of the 
villagers—Kudryashev—was arrested after the war on charges of being a Nazi collaborator; 
talks about the hardships of living during the war; remembers the time when she and her 
mother lived in Daugavpils and the Jews were forbidden from walking on the sidewalk; 
remembers a Jewish family named Lyustikman, who owned a shop in the village and had 
survived the Nazi occupation.  
 
[01:] 26:09:19 – [01:] 33:55:23  
 
She talks about executions and how they later on became further concealed during the war; 
mentions Stanislav Augshpul, suggesting that he knows much more about the executions; 
talks about how she and her friends became accustomed to the executions; says that modern 
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films do not fully capture the terrible reality of those days; remembers an incident in which a 
group of Nazi soldiers came into their house and she had almost been killed; confirms (after 
having been asked) that the shots from the execution site could clearly be heard in her village; 
remembers that on her way to school she often saw corpses of the executed, lying along the 
road. 
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