
Jeff and Toby Herr Collection 
01/05/2007 

SINEVIČ, Bronislav 
Latvia Documentation Project 
Russian 
RG-50.568*0053 
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Bronislav Sinevič, local resident of Daugavpils, talks about his 
experiences during World War II and the treatment of Jews during that time.  
 
 
[01:] 00:50:00 – [01:] 01:15:59 
 
He gives his name (Bronislav Yanovich Sinevič), date and place of birth as 1930, village 
of Dileviči, Daugavpils district, Latvia; talks about his life during the war with his mother 
and siblings at Dileviči; comments on visiting an uncle and aunt in Daugavpils.  

 
[01:] 01:16:00 – [01:] 02:48:59 
 
He mentions that the war started with a heavy bombing of Daugavpils; relates seeing two 
Germans who came to collect eggs; discusses the Soviets retreating after three days; 
describes how the Germans removed portraits of Soviet leaders from local schools and 
burned them.  
 
[01:] 02:49:00 – [01:] 04:43:59 
 
He comments on Jewish life in their village; talks briefly about a Jew who would come 
on a horse to gather rags, how he would help his uncle in the smithy, and pray in the 
morning; tells about his (Sinevič) father and oldest brother arrested by Germans and sent 
to Germany; talks about his father having served in World War I and not having 
education; discusses the population of the village consisting of Russians, Poles, and 
Gypsies; comments on the Sinevič’s Polish descent.  
 
[01:] 04:44:00 – [01:] 06:50:59 
 
He talks about the collaboration by the policemen and their beating him and his mother in 
order to obtain information about partisans; discusses the origin of these policemen as 
Latvians from neighboring villages; comments on their being between 18 and 20 years 
old; says that they used to go hunting for rabbits before the war; talks about these 
policemen walking around with rifles and frequently being drunk; says that the most 
criminal among them fled to countries like Denmark, Sweden, and Canada after the war; 
says that those who stayed were put on trial and imprisoned.  
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[01:] 06:51:00 – [01:] 11:59:59 
 
He remembers finding an old woman near the road, most likely a Jewess, who was still 
alive; comments on giving her food; talks about seeing her being dragged away by 
policemen and shot to death a few days later; comments on her body turning up down the 
river; mentions that many Jews were killed and that their bodies were dumped into the 
Daugava River. 
 
[01:] 12:00:00 – [01:] 20:30:59 
 
He talks about seeing a group of about a hundred Jews being led on the road; remembers 
seeing three policemen appearing with an old woman, a young girl, and a boy; says that 
the boy ran to escape and was killed on spot; describes the policemen wearing civil 
clothes with special signs on the sleeves, speaking Latvian; recounts hearing later from 
neighbors how all these Jews were shot and buried in pits and how their valuables were 
taken from their bodies by locals; mentions that the bodies were not reburied after the 
war.  
 
[01:] 20:31:00 – [01:] 22:44:59 
 
He mentions that there were only a few men in the group that was led to execution and 
that the convoy was only carrying few things; describes how some Jews tried to hide 
valuables before leaving with the Soviet army.  
 
[01:] 22:45:00 – [01:] 23:10:59 
 
He talks about his father and brother coming back from Germany after the war and his 
father being a permanently sick man. 
 
[01:] 23:11:00 – [01:] 27:35:59 
 
He relates witnessing in Daugavpils how German officers cut off the beard of an old Jew 
and went away; they later returned and shot him dead.  
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