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Box 1, Tape 1 
 

 
In this interview, Anatolijs Zubovičs, a native of Skrudaliena, talks about the extermination of 
Jews, which he witnessed during World War II.  
 
 
[01:] 00:35:00 – [01:] 01:53:59 
 
He gives his name (Anatolijs Zubovičs, son of Leontij), date and place of birth as 1931, 
Skrudaliena, Latvia; mentions that at the start of the war, he lived with his parents at a farm 
(khutor) near Skrudaliena bearing the same name and recently restored its old name of 
Arputysh.  
 
[01:] 01:54:00 – [01:] 03:59:59 
 
He talks about the number of local Jews; comments on Jewish children attending public 
school in Skrudaliena or in nearby Silene; describes Skrudaliena School; mentions some 
Jewish students at school: three children from the Rants family, and Misha Zubovičs (not 
related to the interviewee).  
 
[01:] 04:00:00 – [01:] 08:19:59 
 
He relates how Jews from Skrudaliena were murdered in the summer of 1941, shortly after 
the German occupation; describes seeing about ten local Jews being led by up to ten convoys 
to execution at Kholerka, near a lake, about two kilometers away from Skrudaliena; mentions 
hearing gun shots; discusses the armed convoys and their wearing special uniforms, which did 
not indicate which country they came from.  
 
[01:] 08:20:00 – [01:] 11:39:59 
 
He talks about the local population consisting of Latvians, Russians (Orthodox and Old 
Believers), Poles, and Jews; discusses the local Jews’ professions: Rants was a utility waste 
specialist, Zubovičs was a butcher, and there was also a Jewish tailor who would come from a 
neighboring town on a bike or a horse; describes the relations between the different 
nationalities as peaceful, but not cordial; relates how a bath-house prank was played upon 
Jews; cites derogatory nicknames reserved by each group for one another; mentions that in 
school not everybody wanted to sit next to a Jew.   
 
[01:] 11:40:00 – [01:] 18:50:59 
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He talks more about the execution of the local Jews; surmises that Jews knew that they would 
be killed; remembers seeing local Jews wearing yellow stars; relates how Jews asked 
neighbors to take some valuables for safe-keeping; describes the German convoys, and how 
they included local residents with spades who were presumably forced to join the convoy to 
bury Jews in a pit after execution.  
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