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Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Nikolai Paškevič, born in May, 1928, in a village located in the Daugavpils 
District (according to the interviewee’s Data Sheet, authenticated by his signature, the village 
indicated as his place of birth and setting for his experience and memories is the village of 
Saviški, though it is not directly named in the interview) tells about what he has seen as a witness 
in the village occupied by Germans. He tells how he was given a notice that he had to dig 
trenches and that he managed to escape. He recalls that everything was destroyed and burned 
down upon his return to the village. Paškevič also tells how people were gathered to go to the 
ghetto and how they were killed over there. The witness describes an exhibition organized by 
Germans who wanted to show atrocities of Russians to prisoners in a jail, presumably as 
propaganda. Nikolai also talks about two Jews who managed to survive during the war. 
 
[01:] 00:32:24 – [01:] 09:02:01 
 
Paškevič discusses the beginning of the war; recalls a notice he received to dig trenches; talks 
about his escape; describes a destroyed village upon his return; talks about burned-down shops; 
remembers people being gathered to go to the ghetto. 
 
[01:] 09:02:02 – [01:] 20:25:04 
 
He talks about an exhibition during the war; recalls when, where, and for how long it was 
organized; talks about photographs displayed; explains the purpose of the exhibition was to 
depict the atrocities of the Russian regime towards prisoners; talks about the fate of these people; 
remembers about a rumor that there was a woman who branded prisoners; talks about Jews that 
were sent to the Daugavpils ghetto. 
 
[01:] 20:25:05 – [01:] 34:11:20 
 
Paškevič talks about the fate of two Jews who survived during the war; he recalls a dentist who 
managed to hide and survive; tells about a dermatologist who worked under the Germans and 
survived too; discusses the attitude of people when the Russians came back, talks about a purge; 
tells about the fate of a Jew who survived in a ghetto in Poland and came back after the war; 
talks again about the exhibition and recalls who were in the photos. 
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This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




