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Box 1, Tape 1 
 

 
In this interview, Ignat Šimkun, local resident of Daugavpils, talks about the extermination of 
Jews in Daugavpils during World War II.  
 
 
[01:] 00:35:00 – [01:] 01:30:59 
 
He gives his name, date, and place of birth as 1933, Daugavpils, Latvia; says that during the 
war he lived in Daugavpils.  
 
[01:] 01:31:00 – [01:] 04:40:59 
 
He mentions that there were a few Jewish families in their neighborhood, such as the 
Icckovichs [Itskovitches] and the Zilbermans; Jews were storekeepers or had small 
manufacturing workshops; tells that immediately upon their arrival, the Germans sent all Jews 
to the ghetto and took over their apartments; relates seeing Jews later with yellow stars; Jews 
were not allowed to walk on pedestrian sidewalks; talks about an incident in which a Russian 
prisoner of war begged for food in the street. 
 
[01:] 04:41:00 – [01:] 14:19:59 
 
He mentions that the ghetto was in the fortress; relates that one evening in the summer of 
1942, he witnessed a large group of Jews being led in the street by a German officer and 
numerous armed policemen; describes how Jews suddenly stopped when they reached Kaunas 
Street and saw open sands beyond it; talks about gunshots heard throughout the night until the 
next morning; tells about local young people (declines to give names) removing clothes from 
murdered Jews and who were tried in court and sentenced to 25 years in prison after the war; 
describes the group of Jews as consisting of both adults and children who started shrieking 
and throwing things when they realized that they would be killed; mentions that the dead 
bodies were buried in trenches; describes seeing a policeman with a bundle of gold items 
taken from murdered Jews. 
 
[01:] 14:20:00 – [01:] 15:00:59 
 
He mentions that reportedly a few famous Jewish doctors were sent from the ghetto to 
Germany.  
 
[01:] 15:01:00 – [01:] 18:40:59 
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He describes how in 1943, German soldiers would come and spray the place where bodies of 
murdered Jews were buried; a special car with a tank of chemicals moved around Daugavpils. 
 
[01:] 18:41:00 – [01:] 22:40:59 
 
He talks again about the group of Jews led to the sands; assumes that it could contain a 
thousand people; mentions the general premonition about the impending fate of Jews and 
people’s fear of Germans; discusses everybody staying indoors when Jews were convoyed in 
the street; relates an incident in which two Russian prisoners of war, who had escaped from 
the Germans, came seeking refuge, but nobody let them in and they left. 
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