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In this interview conducted by Peter Wortsman, Mr. Eisenschimmel, a former Viennese 
lawyer, describes his time as an inmate in the camps of Auschwitz, Loosdorf, Melk, and 
Ebensee. He focuses on his work duties and the living conditions in the respective camps, 
and mentions several people by name – among them an Austrian SS-guard who helped 
him to survive in the camps. 
 
 
001 – 114 
 
From the resistance to the concentration camp 
 
Before 1938, he was member of the Heimwehrbewegung (Home Defense Force) and in 
his district leader of the same; Nazis searched his apartment several times; he was in the 
Gestapo prison in the hotel Metropol in Vienna for around 8 to 14 days; he was again 
arrested in November 1943, after 14 days of arrest, was taken from Brno to Auschwitz 
via Oslau and Breslau. 
Was told that “Auschwitz is not that bad anymore.” 
 
He arrived in Auschwitz at 3 a.m. along with Czech prisoners; thought his life was over 
through this previous experience with the Gestapo; no food or water during the transport;  
Was taken to Auschwitz I, met former friend from Vienna, Lukawitzky, a Polish 
aristocrat; walked to Auschwitz Birkenau, was shaved, had his clothes taken away. 
 
Austrian SS guard realized that he was Austrian and asked his profession; asked him if he 
knew shorthand and typing; he got his tattoo then as number 167933; SS-guard assigned 
him to work for his Kommando; would have a place to stay and regular food then; he was 
taken to the men’s camp of Birkenau.  
 
115 – 149 
 
Life and work in the men’s camp of Birkenau 
 
When his number was called, he was sent to the same SS-guard; was spared the other 
procedures, he could immediately go with the guard; he got work in the Effektenlager 
(personal effects warehouse) as a secretary; suffered from polyneuritis and encephalitis; 
survived only through this Austrian guard; became the Kapo of the Effektenlager; was 
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responsible for 20 to 25 prisoners, most of them German speaking Poles; his job 
consisted of completing registration forms on prisoners and their assets. 
 
150 – 219 
 
Work in Loosdorf 
 
He was in Auschwitz by January 18, 1945; they had to walk from Birkenau to 
Auschwitz I then, were taken to Mauthausen in cattle cars; in November 1944, he was 
called to the political department, interrogated by Rottenführer Broad [who was later 
interpreter at Nuremberg and then accused and sent to prison]; was nice to him; he was 
taken from Mauthausen via Melk to Loosdorf, Lower Austria; they were supposed to 
build a factory for bullets for Speer; he worked there by April 1945; he could not do the 
hard work and handle the cold; got a job as a shoemaker through a friend from Berlin  
 
220 – 240 
 
Melk concentration camp and liberation 
 
He met the camp doctor and Luftwaffe officer Zorah, who was Viennese and told them 
what BBC was saying about the success of the allied troops;  
Conditions in Melk were very bad; they had to suffer under camp director Ludolf; heard 
rumors about the Russians who were already in St. Pölten and Amstetten; camp Melk 
was supposed to be evacuated, and they were deported to Ebensee on cattle cars; many 
escaped; the Rapportführer ordered the execution of the entire transport, he was among 
them; they were not executed because they were already under the authority of the 
transport guard in Ebensee; got some food there; due to the hard conditions there, it was 
impossible to survive more than 3 weeks; the camp was liberated on May 6 by an 
American tank;After liberation he joined his parents-in-law in Ischgl and reunited with 
his wife and his son later. 
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