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Interview with Kurt Hacker 

February 3, 1975 
 

002 Austrian of Jewish descent.  He was interested in leftist ideas.  In 1938, he was 18 
years old.  He was afraid and fled to Belgium.   There he joined the underground 
which was all leftists.  In 1941 he was arrested and put into a German prison.  
Then he was deported to Auschwitz, as a political prisoner, where he was until 
1945.  He was in middle of court case and had false papers, so he could not be 
gassed.  He lived with non-Jewish prisoners. 

 
 He had leaned about Auschwitz in Dresden in 1943, in Koln, Berlin and Leipzig 

prisons.  About gas chambers he leaned once he got to Auschwitz. 
 
153 Dispute with Interview 
 

Interviewer wants to know about first impressions in Auschwitz and about 
individual SS men.  He wants to talk about SS in general!  Did not know 
individual SS men. 
 

192 His SS theories.  He worked as a printer for years.  Became ill in 1944 and was 
sent to the ‘sick’ barracks.  There he had contact with the underground.  Became a 
nurse for the sick barracks.  Had no contact with the SS. 
 
Reason for National Socialists/SS: 
(1)  Germans wanted to rule the world (welt-herrschaft) 
(2)   Unsatisfactory economic situation 
(3)   Nationality 
(4)   Fight Bolshevism 
 
Many bad character people got opportunity to harm other people without 
punishment. 

 
340 Exceptions 

 
There was a tendency to advance in uniform and military frameworks in Europe.  
Was opportunity to be more cruel.  But these were exceptions:  individual SS men 
were good.  He had to clean toilets when and SS man gave him food.  Hunger was 
severe, but this man endangered himself.  He tried to compensate. 
Also, he worked for a painter from Munich.  The painter did all kinds of favors: 
warmed him, gave him food and was nice to him and others.  They did not discuss 
the subject of Judaism.  The painter was a man of good character. 

575 End of Side A 
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006 Continue from Side A 
  

Painter from Munich was an SS man, but improved his situation. 
 
095      SS people in camp – Dr. Mengele 

People wanted to improve their status while in uniform.  Others worked for 
security in job.  Still others joined to ‘see the world.’ 
He does not understand Dr. Mengele.  Believe Mengele could have had a career 
on the outside as a physician.  Was a person who could think.  How could the 
regime accommodate him?  Maybe he thought that the NSDAP – a new party 
could offer opportunities.  Dr. Paris did so by using his power of speech. 
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