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Abstract 
 
 Dr. Kodjinski was born in Cracow, Poland, in 1918.  After the war broke out he 
was sent to a quarantine station where he finished his studies and became a member of an 
underground organization in a military unit.  He was sent to administer prisoners and 
would relay underground messages until he was caught and sent to Auschwitz in 1941, 
where he became a nurse, medical commander, and then a physician.  He was a free man 
while in Auschwitz and continued his work from the underground, transmitting statistics 
of the camp. 

He received medication via the underground, first in small quantities and later in 
bigger shipments.  He also helped some prisoners escape from being gassed.  As a doctor 
he tried to encourage in people the will to live.  Working for the underground, he knew 
how many prisoners arrived and how many were killed.  He knew the information for 
each camp on a daily basis and would send this information to the underground.   
For every one person that escaped the SS would kill ten.  When four fled from his group 
he expected to be shot.  Instead, he was sent to a political block and questioned as to why 
he was in the camp.  The SS suspected his participation in illegal organizations and sent 
him to a punishment camp, where he was helped and returned.  He was eventually 
liberated. 

 
 

Oral History 
 

Tape 1, Side A 
 

00:00:01 He was born in Cracow, Poland, in 1918.  When the war broke out, he was 
a medical student in his third year.  After the war broke out he was sent to

 a lazaret (quarantine station) of the Polish Red Cross.  He finished his 
studies while there. 
Inmates were sent to Stalags or to hospitals.  He became a member of the 
underground organization in a military unit. 
He was sent to Montelope (?) to administer the prisoners.  He relayed 
underground messages.  In 1941 he was caught and sent to Auschwitz.  He 
became an official pflegen (nurse), the medical commander, and then a 
physician.  Later he was sent to Mauthausen and liberated there by the 
Americans. 
He worked all along for the underground and was actually a free man 
while in Auschwitz.  He was able to give Christmas presents from the Red 
cross (one kilogram of bread, sugar). 
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At first there were no Jews, only Polish political prisoners.  In 1942, Jews 
started to come into the camp.  He later had a connection with political 
movements.  Thus, the outside world knew what went on. 
The surrounding population was reported.  They smuggled in food and 
clothing. 

 
00:02:00 End of recording.  

 
Tape 1, Side B 

 
00:00:05 He talks about the illegal activities.  The SS did not come to inspect 

because they were afraid of sickness.  There was fleck typhus, which was 
dangerous on the tenth or eleventh day, with 30-40% of cases resulting in 
death.  The weak did not suffer as much.  Dr. Kodjinski lived there and he 
was sick with other sicknesses, such as typhoid, kidneys.  He worked with 
a Polish group, then others.  He also worked with Jewish and 
Sonderkommandos and the Spanish War.  He transmitted statistics of the 
camp to the underground.  He was hiding people.  In 1942 the Jewish 
physicians came, and there was good cooperation.  Hate against the Jews 
was strong.  He remembers Dr. Wexler and Dr. Pastman from Vienna.  

 
00:01:78 He wondered how he could help.  He received medication via the 

underground, first in small quantities and later in bigger shipments.  The 
problem was who should get the medication.  He could help some to 
escape being gassed.  There was difficulty in having Jews join the 
underground.  One could count on them only for short-term projects.  For 
escapees they had to hide them two to three days for an intensive search 
until the outer chain was not guarded.  The SS did not have enough people 
to maintain guard.  Then they had to walk around five kilometers to meet 
underground partisans.  Some five hundred escapes succeeded.  There 
were also spies. 

 
00:04:00 When asked if his own personal religious beliefs had an effect, Dr. 

Kodjinski answers yes.  But Jews were more hated and therefore better 
guarded.  Thus there were fewer escapes.  The Polish had good positions 
and could do more.  The Poles were afraid of the Germans, but they soon 
found out who was approachable. 

 
00:04:87 The SS could not do everything.  They needed physicians and 

pharmacists.  They looked among prisoners.  Knowledge of the German 
language was an advantage, and they found professionals among the 
Polish and the Jews. 

 
00:05:89 End of recording. 
 

Tape 2, Side A 
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00:00:06 It was a normal task of a physician to encourage and also provide more 

food and blankets.  He was successful.  There was little one could do.  He 
tried to encourage in people the will to live.  He helped plan the blowing 
up of crematoriums.  He cooperated with the Sonderkommando.  A large 
revolt could not be organized.  One crematorium was blown up. 

 
00:00:61 The possibility of revolt encouraged people to see the end of gassing. 
 
00:00:80 [The recording becomes difficult to understand: too many talk at once.  

Not only a German but also a Russian is trying to translate.  Switch to a 
different interview – cannot tell who.] 

 
00:05:60 End of recording. 
 

Tape 2, Side B 
 
00:00:04 [Many people still provide considerable background noise.] 
 
00:00:60 He knew how many arrived and how many were killed.  He knew the 

information for each camp on a daily basis and he sent information to the 
underground.  He worked with somebody who was active in the 
underground.  Trains came on Sundays and he reported what came. 

 
00:01:90 For every one person who escaped, they killed ten.  When four fled from 

his group, he expected to be shot.  Instead, he was sent to a political block 
and questioned as to why he was in camp.  They suspected illegal 
organizations.  They asked him if he was in an illegal organization, if he 
was in the military, if he knew of those who fled.  He answered good, was 
sent to a punishment camp, and was helped and returned. 

 
00:03:90 He talks about Jewish spies. 
 
00:05:60 End of recording. 
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