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In this interview conducted by Peter Wortsman, Jeshayahu Kalfuss describes his life in 
the ghetto of Czechanov and the camps of Auschwitz, Auschwitz Birkenau and 
Mauthausen. In addition, he mentions resistance movements in the camps cooperating 

with the women’s camp.    
 

 
000 – 179 

 

The ghetto of Czechanov and Auschwitz 
 

He was born in 1919 in Czechanov, Poland, describes the German invasion, the 
ghettoization, his work in construction and cleaning there, the “Aryanization” of their 
apartment, housing conditions. 

 
He describes the evacuation to Auschwitz in 1942, separation from his mother and sister, 

death of his father after two weeks, being sent to Birkenau at the end of 1942/beginning 
1943, analyzes conditions in Auschwitz, describes volunteering as a textile expert in 
“Canada,” talks about his duties in the textile work, remembers incident where he was 

sick and could not go to the place for roll call, was beaten by Corporal Wunsch, describes 
humiliation by Wunsch, and the “privilege” of working in “Canada”; mentions Dr. 

Eisenschimmel and David Mishna, analyzes behavior of Corporal Wunsch, remembers 
killings of children; was transferred in 1945 transport from “Canada” barracks to 
Auschwitz II, death march, arrival in Mauthausen. 

 
180 – 260 

 

Mauthausen 
 

He was sent to Gusen, worked for the Messerschmitt company, describes transfer to the 
factory, the entry and exit routine, torture and humiliation by the guards, shift work and 

very bad quality of food; mentions his work as a metalworker; the strict supervision, the 
suspicion of sabotage if something did not work well enough, punishment by food 
deprivation because of “sabotage,” many people died, was five months in Mauthausen. 
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He mentions the first bombings, liberation of Mauthausen, escalation of the situation after 
liberation; compares situation with a battlefield, inmates were searching for Kapos and 
SS guards hoping to kill them; search for food, diseases and deaths after liberation. 

He did not stay in the unsettled conditions, left Gusen together with three other Jews for 
St. Orthen, went to the mayor and asked for help there. 

 
261 – 380 

 

Life after Mauthausen 
 

They stayed in St. Orthen for two weeks, moved on to Switzerland and afterwards to 
Paris; he mentions all the difficulties they had to cope with, bad situation for Jews after 
returning to Poland, the “mean and hypocritical Polish nation”; no help for the Jews in 

Poland after the war, confiscation of assets; remembers one incident where a cousin of 
his was killed after returning to Poland, comparison Poles – Germans; mentions 

confiscation of apartments by Poles and ethnic Germans before the war; no help from the 
local population; describes their situation as the “first Poles in Auschwitz”; mentions 
receiving help from Kapo Foreman. 

 

381 – 587 

 

Resistance 
 

He analyzes the privilege of this job in the textile operation; he tried to help the “living 
corpses”; describes cooperation with the women’s camp, the smuggling of food; 

mentions Rosa Robota who smuggled gun powder to e.g. the textile operation, and who 
was killed at the Black Wall in Auschwitz I. 
 

He describes the connections between the camps, the attempts to bomb the crematoria, 
mentions uprising organized by textile workers, electricians, and tilers; describes their 

status of being able to move from camp to camp; 60 to 70 people were involved in the 
uprising; mentions killings by asphyxiation and drowning by the Senior block prisoner. 
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000 – 140  

 

Corporal Wunsch 

 
He remembers incident where a prisoner fled crematory to women’s camp, was 

apparently shot by Wunsch, no witnesses for this incident, Wunsch was released on this 
later, he describes survivor’s testimonies on Wunsch, focuses on the emotional aspects in 
a camp, talks about the Eichmann trial, analyzes why Auschwitz was not bombed by the 

US or Great Britain, explains manipulation of correspondence through the Germans, 
analyzes the perfect apparatus of the Nazis, speaks about one conversation he had with 

Wunsch at a trial, mentions the trials in Frankfort and Vienna, the survivor’s problem to 
confront their torturer, and the audience at the trials. 
 

141 – 240 [end of recording] 
 

Surviving a concentration camp 
 
He analyzes the idea of “to survive to tell,” the will to kill somebody or to die when there 

is nobody left from the family, the torture of daily selections, suicides, escapes, the 
problem on non-believing of people from outside, gives reasons why Poles hated the 

Jews, the importance of young people, the situation in the US today.  
 

 

 
 


