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In this interview conducted by Peter Wortsman, Menachem Bargil talks about his 
childhood and education in Vienna. He focuses on the historical and political incidents in 
Austria before the Anschluss. Moreover, he analyzes and compares the different 
ideologies and attitudes of Austria and Germany’s lower class after the Anschluss. 
 
000 – 050 
 
Childhood and education 
 
He was born in 1922; his original name was Manfred Berglass; he grew up with the idea 
of Zionism; they lived in the second district of Vienna; many Jews lived in this district; 
he learned Hebrew from elementary school on; he went to the Jewish High School “Heiss 
Gymnasium,” which was named after a Rabbi; he was member of a youth movement; 
mentions his parents’ profession and their former life in Galicia.   
 
051 – 225 
 
Historical and political incidents in Austria 
 
He mentions the economic crisis and its aftermath in Austria, the start of fascism, general 
strikes, Austrian Nazism, the Home guard, banning of the Social Democratic Party, 
resistance against Dollfuß, the July putsch of the Nazis, and stronger antisemitism. 
 
He remembers an antisemitic incident in Sauerbrunn where they were on vacation, the 
new Schuschnigg government, pressure against Eastern Jews, first attacks and small-scale 
bombings in the streets, tolerance of the Nazis in the Austrian government and the Home 
guard, and the Austrian Legion; mentions SS guard Räder who murdered an entire 
village in Italy, Bargil’s membership in the illegal political youth movement NZO, 
establishment of the Aryan clause in Austria, attitude of the population, emigration of 
people to South America, analyzes fascist system and its power over minorities. 
 
He discusses the status of the Social Democrats under Schuschnigg in 1938, the question 
of international intervention, organizational structure and resistance in the Schuschnigg 
government, and the Anschluss in March 1938, and the threat of violence. 
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225 – 300 
 
Jewish life in Austria from 1938 on 
 
He mentions the “Aryanization” by help of the population, plundering of stores, explains 
one situation where Jews were humiliated in front of a synagogue, talks about the fate of 
Jewish students, public attacks on Jews by the SS, analyzes the powerlessness and lack of 
rights of the Jews, and the behavior of former friends and neighbors of Jews. 
 
301 – 565 
 
Ideologies and attitudes 
 
He remembers that his mother had to clean the streets on Kristallnacht; he hid in a public 
toilet; he mentions several cases of people his family knew; he discusses the behavior of 
these former “nice” neighbors; the welcoming of the new regime by the lower class 
people; gives definition of the term Lumpenproletariat; interprets Marx’s theory; analyzes 
the question of who joined the regime and who did not; talks again about several cases of 
former friends of his family and their behavior after the Anschluss; mentions a professor 
who wrote expert reports for “Aryanization” and did the same for the De-aryanization 
after the war; discusses the relation between attitude and social class; mentions an 
incident where he left Austria via Carinthia and was stopped by a boy of the Hitler 
Youth. 
 
He analyzes the role of conviction, the relation between ideology and crime, and different 
ideologies and attitudes among the Nazis themselves; he mentions ideology in Italy and 
an incident in which he was beaten and got help from Non-Jews. 
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000 – 180 [end of recording] 
 
He mentions the pressure on members of the population friendly to Jews, race defilement, 
[2nd interviewee:] mentions incidents in school; he analyzes the bravery of youth, and the 
idea of not prohibiting things for Jews, but making life impossible and unbearable for 
them; remembers an incident in a café in Leopoldstadt; discusses the enthusiasm of the 
population at the time of the Anschluss. 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



  RG-50.569*0035 
  Peter Wortsman Collection 
  Interview with MENACHEM BARGIL 
  04/30/1975 
[2nd interviewee:] gives the example of the exclusion of people from their professions; 
remembers an incident of race defilement in their apartment building; he analyzes 
Nazism in Austria, the image “to be a Nazi”; the sudden strength of people from the 
lower class, the contradiction between the Austrian roots in Eastern Europe and 
xenophobia in Austria; [2nd interviewee:] compares the pro-Hitler enthusiasm between 
Germany and Austria. 
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