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Short Summary 
During the interview Mr Van den Bogert said a lot of things that were contradictory. 
Sometimes he gave the impression that he wanted to make himself look better, other 
times he gave the impression to be confused because of dementia. Sometimes he gave 
the impression to mix up past and present and events he witnessed during the war and 
facts he learned after the war. 
 
Mr. Van den Bogert was in the army in 1940. After capitulation he worked in the 
‘opbouwdienst’. Later he joined the marechaussee or military police. He was based in 
Assen. For a period of three months from the end of 1942 or the beginning of 1943 he 
was a guard in Westerbork. 
 
Long Summary 
Tape 1 
About family background. 
He joined the army in 1937. Was a soldier in 1940. After capitulation he decided to 
work for the ‘opbouwdienst’. He applied for a job at the marechaussee and was hired. 
This was a job that gave a lot of freedom. You had to be really good to get in. Very 
responsible work.  
Mr Van den Bogert considers the period 40-45 not so much as a severe period, but 
more as correct period. 
He is placed in Assen. 
There were contacts with resistance. They tried not to arrest people in hiding, mainly 
non Jews hiding for labor details. If they had to arrest these people, they would let 
them go later. 
Arrest were done by ‘Landwachters’, these were NSB cops. But one marechaussee 
always had to be present. Sometimes you could prevent an arrest. 
Mr Van den Bogert talks about operations by underground groups. He seems that he 
was not himself present. 
 
About the work in Westerbork. His job was to guard, to keep an eye. German Jews 
were in charge in the camp, the good Jews had nothing to say. In the evening he 
would drink a coffee with the Jewish prisoners. 
 
Tape 2 
About arrival of trains in camp Westerbork. About the Lipmann Rosenthal office in 
Westerbork. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



Mr. Van den Bogert tells how he would give Jews an opportunity to leave the camp 
and flee, but he says that they would never go, he does not understand. He would 
escort Jewish prisoners to work on the land. They would always go back to the camp 
with him. 
About trains leaving Westerbork. About the list and how these lists were given to the 
barrack elder. 
About the messages that people threw from the trains. Mr Van den Bogert tells 
several versions of how he did or did not pass these messages on to relatives. Also 
different versions of how he did or did not get near to the departing trains. 
 
Tape 3 
About his first day at Westerbork, his first impressions. About daily life. Mr Van den 
Bogert tels that nothing happened in Westerbork really. It was quiet, not much to do. 
Sometimes he had to take prisoners to work on the land. Sometimes there was some 
hassle with “Appell” (roll call), and the days around transport to the East were 
different from the rest of the week, there was some nervousness. 
He tells about the smuggling of a child out of the camp. His own role in this operation 
does not become clear. 
He said something about bribes. Jewish prisoners who try to get off the deportation 
lists. Not too clear. 
He also tells about a male nurse who was taken from a deportation list 
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