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Netherlands Documentation Project 
Time-Coded Notes 

Interview with Cornelis van den Bogert (born October 6, 1917 in Hedel), May 4, 
2004 
RG-50.570*0003 
Spelling of names marked * has not been verified 
 
TCR 1 
 
1.02: Church tower of hometown was blown away in the final days of the war. 
It was a village in between larger regional towns Zaltbommel and Den Bosch. 
 
1.03: very religious protestants lived in village, but migration brought in more secular 
people. 
C.’s primary was close to church and was blown away entirely in 1945.  It was a 
protestant school, the “heavy side” (Dutch old reformed ~  oud-gereformeerd). 
 
1.04: a pleasant childhood, we were not as cheeky to teachers at the time as kids are now.  
C.’s upbringing was not so strict.  Was an only child who had two older sister that he 
never knew.  They died before him, from a form of tuberculosis that was rampant in those 
days. 
 
1.06: C. was in primary school in Alphen aan den Rijn where he was went to school in 
1930.  Then went to learn a trade in a “professional school” (ambachtsschool).  Became a 
soldier in 1937.  I was a professional soldier. 
 
1.07: talks about reason for becoming a professional soldier.  It was a choice based on the 
Depression, it offered more career choices.  He fought the war at the Grebbenberg. 
 
1.08: talks about the dogmatic Protestants. 
 
1.09: talks about pillarization of Holland and the tensions between Catholics and 
Protestants. 
 
1.10: there were about one or two Jews in Alphen aan den Rijn.  Not an area where they 
lived.  They were butchers often. 
 
1.11: talks about the size of farms around Alphen aan den Rijn (small) and further up 
north where they are much larger. 
 
1.12: talks about parents, who needed no welfare during the Depression.  Father was a 
farmer with own farm.  Talks about his parents’ hopes for son’s future.   
 
1.13: talks about hiring and firing practices in army. 
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1.14: talks about joining at 18 and getting his training.  Talks about expecting war to 
come in 1940 despite Dutch neutrality policy. 
 
1.15: war started all over Netherlands at the same time.  All strategic spots were hit. 
 
1.16: talks about being lucky not to be killed in battle. 
Talks about that in daily life he had no idea of how bad it really was in Germany.  Lack 
of information resources, few people had a radio.  Radio was luxury. 
 
1.17: “Germany was very far a way, a concept that we did not know.” 
 
1.18: talks about how Germany was actually geographically close.  That people did not 
travel much. 
 
1.19: talks about being a horseman in the army but having to abandon his horse before 
war because it was an antiquated way to fight. 
Talks about the groups of people from different provinces in units.  Not sure whether 
there were Jews in his unit, but he did not know. 
 
1.20: time of mobilization was nice time.  You were at home and you did your work, but 
there were also soldiers from other areas quartered in. 
 
1.21: talks about using army horses for plowing. 
 
1.22: May 1940 it got serious.  Talks about the road from Rhenen to Arnhem that was 
congested by military and civilians clogging up the road because they were on the run. 
 
1.23: ordered to force break-through of German line at Grebbenberg.  That dropped C.’s 
unit into the line of fire.  The town there, Rhenen, was entirely abandoned by the 
population. 
 
1.24: C.’s unit beat back the Germans there who resurfaced elsewhere later as a result. 
 
1.25: talks about disposition of soldiers.  Says they knew no war, so optimism was not 
really part of it. 
No concept of how long the war would be.  Says they just did their duty. 
 
1.26: talks about that the French could only help a little. 
 
1.27: talks about seeing wounded fellow soldier and becoming battle hardened really 
quickly. 
 
1.28: Bommelerwaard area took lot of damage in ’45 but came through ’40 fightin very 
well.  They took apart a bridge and took it away. 
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1.29: talks about war coming close: seeing the wounded, touch a hot piece of shell 
shrapnel. 
 
1.30: talks about hearing about the surrender.  Heard about it near Rhenen and 
Wageningen.  Hearing it on the radio was a slap in the face to soldiers.  Talks about being 
outnumbered. 
 
1.31: talks about soldiers being demobilized.  They were disarmed but stayed in uniform.  
First, work in building ditches and man-holes for Germans.  “Opbouwdienst” or build-up 
service.  Quickly applied and got accepted for police.  At the police soldiers were 
preferred. 
 
1.34: talks about choices in applying with different branches of law enforcement.  
“Koninklijke Marechaussee” or Royal Constabulary.  Their work was more autonomous.  
He learned how to ride a motorbike, which replaced horses.  Was with Constabulary until 
retirement. 
 
1.35: talks about Constabulary and where they were quartered.  Either with civilians or in 
barracks. 
 
1.36: talks about getting training. 
 
1.37: talks about daily duties in Constabulary. 
Duties included serving as assistant public prosecutor, prerogatives that Constabulary had 
and other branches of police did not. 
 
1.38: was first stationed in Assen, province of Drenthe, for several years.  Worked in The 
Hague at the Queen’s palace.  In town of Purmerend, Noord Holland, and Wilnis, 
Utrecht. 
 
1.39: talks about those who resented royal family leaving Netherlands during war. 
 
1.40: working in wartime was hard.  Says his unit was uniformly pro-Orange, and counts 
himself lucky.  Says they did things that were not allowed.  Says Constabulary was 
always loyal to the Queen. 
 
1.41: says he had no Jewish colleagues in the Constabulary. 
Talks about activities that were not allowed: hiding people who were called up to labor 
duty in Germany. 
 
1.42: talks about knowing about people in hiding places.  Had to arrest those in hiding if 
they knew, but would often refuse.  If they had to do it anyway, then Constabulary would 
let them escape.  Sought a way to bend the rules. 
 
1.43: talks about colleagues who got caught not doing their job.  Many were good, but 
there were NSB people in the Constabulary. 
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1.44: talks about keeping quiet that Constabulary tried to be “good”.  From C.’s unit, 5 
Constabulary men were shot.  In Drenthe it was 19 in total. 
 
1.45: talks about not arresting people.  Looking the other way. 
 
1.47: talks about the atmosphere in Netherlands during occupation.  Says it was mostly 
beneficial, people were united.  People would know where there were people in hiding.  
Tried to help each other out. 
 
1.48: talks about not knowing how long the war would last.  Would read newspapers and 
know that there was much propaganda.  In 1944 they knew the tide had turned. 
 
1.50: talks about people coming out of hiding and distribution of weapons. 
Talks about resistance becoming organized better, but those battling resistance too. 
Oppression from the German got worse.  With directives and orders.  Talks about still 
having a German law books. 
 
1.51: talks about being a “good” officer and having to break rules. 
Talks about restrictions for Jews.  Other civilians were bugged by that.  “If Jews were 
somewhere, you could not stand with them because you might be taken for one.  You had 
to make sure to stay clear.” 
 
1.52: talks about ordinances that were restrictive. 
 
1.53: talks about life becoming harder on the Jews.  Searches for them got more intensive 
“Landwacht”, the NSB police for example.  An officer of Constabulary would have to 
escort the for searches.  Sometimes Constabulary could forewarn people in hiding. 
 
1.55: talks about sometimes sabotaging those searches failed. 
Talks about that raids on distribution offices for food stamps sometimes failed. 
 
1.56: says if he had to go on a search, he would have warned in advance. 
 
1.57: talks about getting rid of police officers guarding distribution offices.  Difference 
between ridding of good officers and bad officers. 
 
1.58: talks about knowing the resistance, knowing which colleagues were solid and which 
were not, about leaving doors unlocked to help robberies and raids. 
 
1.59: talks about traffic duty.  Talks about knowing al your colleagues in the province 
and knowing who was on the good and the bad side. 
 
TCR 2 
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2.00: talks about Westerbork.  Being founded in 1937.  Talks about duty: maintaining 
order, which was bull, he says, because the Jews there were civilized, passive. 
 
2.01: as officer of Constabulary he came to Westerbork in ’42 and ’43 to do guard duties.  
Talks about how colleagues knew what Westerbork was. 
 
2.02: talks about the German Jews who were there longest.  Says the German Jews 
thought they were quite something, while the “good Jews” just had to tag along. 
[interesting distinction between Dutch and German Jews] 
 
2.03: colleagues know they had to be guards in Westerbork.  But the watchtowers were 
manned by SS soldiers.  Constabulary was not involved in having that shoot to kill job. 
 
2.04: talks about delivering mail and other packages containing food to Westerbork 
inmates. 
 
2.05: talks about secrecy of those endeavours.  Even a baby was smuggled out that way. 
 
2.06: talks about people hiding from Arbeitseinsatz being hunted by Germans and NSB.  
Constabulary gave them option to run or to be arrested. 
 
2.09: talks about dealing with possible criticism about not making that many arrests.  C. 
says it was hard for critics to prove that he did a bad job. 
 
2.10: says he never had to make up so many excuses and lies as in the war. 
Talks about the difficulty of being a good cop but having to pose as a collaborator. 
 
2.13:  talks about training school dor NSB Constabulary who were trained in Schalkhaar 
near Deventer. 
Talks about what it a like to arrive for duty at Westerbork.   
 
2.14: main road through the camp was called the Boulevard de Misère. 
 
2.15: talks about capacity of barracks: 800 to 1,000.  His estimate was that there could be 
as much as 50,000 people. 
 
2.16: Law firm Lippman & Rosenthal were leeches for German community who made 
new arrivals turn in all their valuables.  Talks about offering to take people’s valuables 
and return them to them later.  But people were too afraid, he says. 
 
2.18: talks about offering people the opportunity to escape, leaving the gate unlocked.  
People who came to his sentry post were too afraid to take the gamble.  Even though they 
could make for the distance.  Even so it must have been hard to find a hiding place in 
Drenthe. 
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2.20: talks about retaliation for barrack of which a person had fled.  If one perso fled their 
barrack mate would face punishment. 
 
2.22: colleagues did not do this kind of thing en groupe, but several did it. 
Says he had no chance to ever grab anything. 
 
2.23: people could not tell whether C. was trustworthy.  Maybe they feared getting into 
trouble over trying to keep valuables from  Lippman & Rosenthal. 
 
2.24: Dutch officers risked execution on the spot if they visited families in their houses in 
Westerbork, according to C. 
 
2.25: C. says you just did those things, even when they were risky. 
 
2.26: it was a time when you could not even discuss your secrets with loved ones, about 
the letters for instance. 
 
2.27: it is very lonely.  You want to share small triumphs like smuggling out a letter, but 
you could not. 
 
2.28: talks about what prisoners did in Westerbork.  They could work.  He would 
supervise over 100 people who would harvest potatoes.  There was no way of keeping 
track of all of them, so few ran away. 
 
2.30: says he never had any requests from prisoners who requested help finding a hiding 
place. 
 
2.31: talks about Arbeitseinzats, Dutch men were forced to dig manholes along roads for 
soldiers to take cover.  Jews arriving at Westerbork were of all ages.  Often entire 
families. 
 
2.33: talks about how the trains arrived. 
 
2.34: talks about frequency of arriving trains.  At one point he made some notes about it.  
Arrivals were a couple of times a week.  They held about 800 people, completely filled 
cattle cars. 
Discusses cattle cars and how they were sealed off. 
 
2.35: says the Constabulary roughly knew where those trains were headed: to Germany, 
to the east.  What camp they did not know. 
 
2.36: discusses transferals to other camps than Westerbork.  Never witnessed that 
personally. 
Says the Germans did not want the Constabulary to see everything.  They could not see 
what Germans did to punish prisoners.  We just knew it was not good. 
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2.37: sometimes you might hear a scream, if someone was beaten up by the Germans.  
But Constabulary could not tell what exactly happened. 
 
2.38: says his job was pretty pointless, because the Jews did not start trouble so there was 
little order to maintain. 
 
2.39: From 1943, the NSB police were brought into Westerbork to take over from the 
Constabulary.  Constabulary was said to be friendly with the Jews. 
 
2.42: talks about going to people who were about to be transported.  C. had to get those 
people.  Sometimes they would give letters to send.  Money mostly went to Lippman & 
Rosenthal because Constabulary was not trusted enough by the prisoners.  C. 
understands. 
 
2.43: discusses Jewish Council who made up transportation lists.  Expresses dismay at 
deciding over one’s own community like that. 
 
2.45: did not know at first what happened to the transported Jews.  But slowly gathered 
information.  They realized that people were sent to a specific camp. 
 
2.46: says Constabulary through their rank had access to a bit more information.  They 
could sometimes influence who was on list.  If someone was useful in their role in the 
camp.  But if they said no you were done.  Explains how hard it was to choose who to 
attempt to get off a list. 
 
2.47 talks about “reisduitsers”  or travel Germans, who had been in Netherlands for 
longer.  Sometimes you were lucky and could help someone, but it was a disastrous 
affair. 
 
2.48: we got to know the name Theresienstadt.  People thought Th’stadt would be heaven 
compared to Westerbork.  C. says people tried to believe that, that one person expressing 
that hope spurred on rest.  But C. visited it much later and says it must have been awful. 
 
2.52: people wanted Th’stadt, but they had little to chose of course. 
 
2.54: says 93 trains went east from Westerbork. 
 
2.55: Jewish Council made up lists, the Germans handed them to all the barrack-elders. 
Thinks trains went daily at most.  They were always goods cars, cattle cars.  Never 
wagons for passengers. 
 
2.56: talks about what it must have been like on board one of those cattle cars.  It must 
have been a pig sty, there was not even a toilet.  They must have suffered so much, it is 
unimaginable.  That’s how it was. 
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2.57: you could smell that nature took its course in those cattle cars.  People must have 
suffered immensely. 
 
2.59: was not allowed to really walk along with train.  You could hear the steam whistle 
blow signaling departure.  Then he would follow the train on his bicycle to pick up the 
notes that people threw out.  They wrote goodbye notes in the wagons.  You could see it.  
I made sure the Germans did not see because they would have executed me.  Then I 
would deliver those notes to the addresses that were on there. 
 
TCR 3 
 
3.01:  Talks about the Germans loading the people on the train, something that the 
Constabulary did not do. 
 
3.02: talks about behavior of SS officers.  Talks about Westerbork was not a camp where 
people were murdered and tortured, “although it is hard to believe”.  Torture and murder 
only started out in the east. 
 
3.03:  talks about people preferring to stay in Westerbork.  “Everyhting together, you 
could cry, people have had to suffer so much.” 
 
3.04: talks about why there was no murder and torture in Westerbork.  Maybe because it 
was to close to home. 
 
3.05: talks about Auschwitz and how those camps were operated.  Talks about people 
being gassed with carbon monoxide (?!) 
 
3.07: talks about word-of-mouth circuit and how people got to know about camps. 
Supposes inmates at Westerbork were not fully aware of what went on in Poland.  But 
they knew a lot. 
 
3.08: it cannot have taken long, because it is something so big that it could not remain a 
secret. 
 
3.09: if you heard about what went on in the East while you were in Westerbork, you 
could pass on the story, because it had gotten so far already.   
 
3.12: talks about first arriving at Westerbork.  After a while only did he start seeing that 
there were people there, first needed to find his orientation.  The atmosphere seemed 
calm.  First day, nothing really struck him beyond that the entire camp being there was 
very odd.  But it was hard to have an opinion having just arrived. 
 
3.15: assignment on first day was to learn what the camp was like, what was where.  
Constabulary numbered about 25 to 30 men.  Germans manned the outside of the camp, 
not the inside. 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



 

 9

3.17: talks about being an outsider to the inmates. 
 
3.18: talks about size of the camp.  A couple hundred square meters.  About 100 meters 
long, more if you include the access road to the camp, that would amount to 500 meters.  
It was not as wide.  It was about 100 meters wide.  More than 30 barracks, neatly lined 
up.  Later they expanded somewhat.  Maybe even 40 barracks.  Per barrack, there could 
be 800 to 1,000 inmates.  That was cramped. 
 
3.20: talks about what the barracks looked like.  Three row bunk beds. 
 
3.22: talks about only seeing kids later on.  He assumes they did not come out much at 
first.  But in general he did not see too many children. 
 
3.23: sometimes C. would have a short conversation with people, but people and the 
Constabulary were complete strangers to each other.  Only later, when they knew C. they 
were more comfortable talking to him.  Talked about the daily routines and learning that 
there was little to do.  It went back and forth. 
 
3.25: people always returned from assignments – they had tons of opportunities but they 
never took them, as C. said before. 
 
3.27: talks about people not running away.  Talks about inmates not stealing any the food 
that they harvested outside the camp. 
 
3.28: talks about going into the camp at night to talks to people.  Place was hardly lit 
because of demands on no lights showing.  Curiosity about the people, talking about their 
daily grind.  “Innocent talk.” 
 
3.30: after getting to know people like that, C. talks about inmates being bored doing the 
same work over and over. 
 
3.31: only at transport days there would be a stir: wanting to know who from the other 
barracks was leaving.  Life was monotonous in the camp. 
 
3.32: farm work was obviously seasonal, so there was little to do. 
Talks about having good relations with people, “until they had to go on transport.” 
Had good relationship with the Van Dien family, textile owners from Alphen aan den 
Rijn.  He would bring packages they had for people in Westerbork.  Talks about having 
to do that secretly. 
 
3.34: talks about people being caught delivering packages to people in the camp.  Does 
not know what happened to those people, but it could not have been good. 
 
3.36: talks about turn-over in camp.  People would not remain for longer than 6 months. 
Says he hardly had a chance to influence who stayed or went.  Sometimes he would get 
his way with Germans about that, but it was not often. 
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3.37: talks about finding it ieasy to make contact with people.  The Germans were 
avoided by the Constabulary.  They ignored them, the Germans would try sometimes.  
We were strangers to them. 
 
3.38: talks about Gemmecker “ruling” the camp. 
 
3.39: talks about Constabulary being replaced by Schalkhaar graduates, the NSB cops, 
because Germans realized the Constabulary was too friendly with the Jews. 
 
3.40: talks about the difference being between Dutch and German Jews was the most 
important distinction.  The German Jews were superiors to the Dutch Jews because they 
were there longer and they had most of the jobs. 
 
3.42: talks about Jews having to build the rail track into the camp themselves.  Talks 
about having to do infrastructure themselves.  People from outside reacted in a 
complacent, cooperative way. 
 
3.42: expresses amazement at that non of the inmates ever staged any kind of uprising. 
 
3.44: talks about walking to Hooghalen train station. 
 
3.45: talks about that people did not know about the gas chambers while he was at 
Westerbork and Hooghalen.  Only slowly did they get to know that. 
 
3.46: Constabulary did not talk about things like the gas chambers.  We also had no idea 
where the Jews went after Westerbork, 
 
3.48: talks about some people that made it back to Westerbork from the east and talked 
about the gas chambers.  Talks about inmates expecting to go to Theresienstadt and 
expecting that to be paradise. 
 
3.49: talks about smuggling a baby out of the camp.  He does not remember the names of 
the people.  Saying it was an inside job with outside assistance. 
 
3.52: talks about a way to smuggle things, in particular this baby, out of the camp.  A way 
the Germans never detected. 
 
3.53: talks about the leap of faith of giving a baby to strangers.  Talks about motive: a 
baby could not do hard labor, so they expected babies and children would not live. 
 
3.56: says people had contacts to get the babies to good places.  Also Constabulary 
officers. 
 
3.58: talks about not really playing a role after children got out of camp.  Talks about 
Westerbork having a very accurate administration of everything. 
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TCR 4 
 
4.00: does not know the number of babies smuggled out of Westerbork.  Of course 
people were very secretive about it. 
 
4.01: talks about not having the chance to talks to the personnel on the trains that went 
east. 
 
4.02: talks about sitting on the platform at Assen station where he got meals. 
 
4.03: taqlks about the dropping of notes out of the train as it went east. 
After a while C. would go after the train even if he did not see notes being thrown, to 
look for notes. 
 
4.04: is convinced he would have been put on transport himself if he had been caught 
picking up those notes.  Even though there is no case of that ever happening.  The 
proceeds to relate one anyway. 
A colleague of him was once caught picking up those notes.  They told the man to pack 
up and go wast.  C. does not think that the man ever returned. 
 
4.06: Germans did not pick up those notes, or, maybe one or two of them.  People were 
afraid.  I took a lot of care picking up those notes so I would not be spotted, says C.  
because there were even Germans on the train who could see him. 
 
4.07 assumes that if he had been spotted he would have been arrested. 
 
4.08: talks about what was on notes: usually an address and the name of the sender.  He 
delivered the notes personally because the censors would filter it out. 
 
4.09: lot of the addresses were in Amsterdam.  Depending on where the addresses were, 
he would drop them off personally or he would mail them (contradicting himself again?). 
 
4.10: says he never opened the notes to read them because it was probably private.  Then 
he would go the address to find out that those people were some kind of family. 
 
4.11: people who took that chance was not very big because sanctions were huge.  Bt C. 
says, I tried because I had to do it.  It felt like a duty because those people were in fear of 
their life 
 
4.12: there were no bad or dirty Constabulary officers.  If someone was from Schalkhaar 
[academy] you avoided them.  It was hard to tell who did illegal things, because it had to 
be done secretly. 
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4.14: Constabulary who misbehaved, beat people, we avoided them.  One officer who 
arrested Jews on the run was decorated, we ignored him.  We told him: why did you do 
that?  But not much more, because otherwise we might be reported ourselves. 
 
4.16: talks more about the colleague who caught Jews on the run. 
 
4.19: talks about the Constabulary who misbehaved: they were not stupid either so they 
would have been careful not to stand out too much. 
 
4.20: talks about Jews being beaten, but C. never saw it. 
 
4.22: talks about Constabulary officers being promoted for meritous service by the 
Germans. 
 
4.23: talks about senior Constabulary officers who did bad things.  Wonders if those 
senior officers were paid for being pro-German, but cannot prove anything. 
 
4.24: Remembers name of colleague, De Boer, who was one of the bad guys, a man that 
he kept away from.  De Boer sympathized with the Germans.  But because I kept away 
from him I did not really witness anything. 
Talks about “drifting” around the camp while in duty.  A couple of time he witnessed a 
bad colleague badmouth other Constables.  De Boer was no friend of the Jews.   
 
4.27: talks about Jews who were rich enough to buy their freedom.  Bribing Germans, 
“because they were crazy about money, too.”  He talks about higher officers, both 
German and Constabulary doing it, taking bribes. 
 
4.29 talks about feeling anger about those bribes, but being not able to anything about it 
and moving on. 
 
4.30 cannot remember the amount, but it must have been a sizeable amount.  “But 
considering the past of the Jews, they must have made a good buck in the good years. I 
think that was the case […]  They were businessmen… If they saw opportunity, they 
would buy and they were always lucky too.  It happened often enough […] they seem to 
have that [by nature]… A lot of manufacturers and butchers […] they were merchants 
through-and-through be it in a good or a bad sense.”  Talks about having to stick with 
what he knows and not being able to say what kind of money those officers received from 
bribes. 
 
4.33: talks about how reluctant he was to take bribes, saying the amount had to be very 
sizeable.  Says he did not like doing dirty business, that the Jews did not always do 
business straight-forward.  The corrupt officers did not care one way or the other, they 
would just take the money.  Considers if the corrupt ones even considered whether they 
could really help the bribing party, or whether they just took the money. 
 
4.35: says that germans would repossess money that was made from bribes. 
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4.36: talks about Westerbork crematorium.  It did not deserve that name, it was simply an 
outdoors fire that they tossed the dead on.  For example, it was not allowed to butcher 
animals without a permit [in civilian life].  You would then be sent to camp Veenhuizen.  
In Westerbork, having a stay at Veenhuizen on your record was reason for execution. 
 
4.39: says he does not remember examples that got people killed and burnt. 
 
4.41: talks about having to warn inmates if they did something that was not within the 
rules.  By comparison, he says, the Germans would simply shoot someone in the side of 
the head or the neck.  He says he witnessed one such case.  Talks about a colleague who 
was dear to him who had given one bullet to another colleague who used it for 
underground work.  He was betrayed by a dirty colleague and months later, the man who 
gave the bullet was targeted during a round-up, marked as a felon, and executed 
summarily.  “That was the mentality of the Germans.” 
 
4.44: C. says he managed to get someone of the transportation list.  It was extremely 
hard.  It was a male nurse, who he told the Germans they needed to keep because he was 
so good.  But C. says the Germans hardly ever did it so it was very hard to do it often. 
 
4.45: talks about not knowing if the trains came back clean or dirty.  He could not get into 
the trains.  But he assumes that after such a long trip with so many people in the trains, it 
must have been disgusting.  Assumes there would have been clean-up sessions. 
 
4.47: post interview remarks.  Says it was a relief to talk about it again.  Talks about not 
having much problems during war, no big losses, says he was lucky.  Still has a piece of 
shrapnel that nearly hit him on the Grebbenberg. 
 
4.49: happy to do it, not for the honor of it but to help the Jews and knows that the Jews 
were grateful.  Talks about the horrors of the gas chamber – talks about how cars filled 
the gas chambers with carbon monoxide. 
 
4.50: talks about having met some people from the camp after the war.  But they do not 
know where C. lives and neither does he know where they were.  He has searched in 
Amsterdam archives, but never succeeded.  Who looked for the name Levy* but never 
found the person again. 
 
4.52: was at Leersum castle at the end of the war.  One day, after few days of sleep, went 
outside to find his motorbikes being stolen by Germans. Taking fire from the Germans, 
together with his commander, Vlielander-Hein*.  The commander was shot dead, another 
took a shot in the stomach. 
 
4.56: talks about being asked to speak at commemoration day in his town of Bedum.   
 
[Tape stops] 
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