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TCR 1 
 
1.01: was born in Dutch East Indies, came to Holland in 1937 when he was 18.  Before 
1937 he was in Holland some of the times.  Talks about his father’s job, who was 
responsible to improve education in East Indies to lead the way to independence.  He was 
a teacher. 
 
1.02: there were few Dutch families on Ambon.  So he spoke Malayan more that Dutch, 
he grew with Ambonese children.  He came to Holland alone. 
 
1.03: brother was in Netherlands to be navy officer, after that, A. came to Netherlands, to 
Delfzijl to become officer for commercial fleet.  He was supposed to be back in East 
Indies in 1940, but through the war he would be in the Netherlands for 18 years. 
 
1.04: remembers trip to Netherlands was cramped and stuffy.  Netherlands lacked space 
everywhere compared to where he was from.  In the school, he was with mostly 
Indonesian boys, so he was “among his own.” 
 
1.05: was in NL in 1935 for 5 months so he knew a little about the country.  To me, the 
Dutch were ladies and gentlemen, he says.  He was not used to seeing Dutch people 
doing the “lower professions”, like sweeping a street. 
 
1.07: talks about the nature of people from Groningen.  Tough to interact with, but once 
you know them they are good.  In the west of the country people just walked past you. 
In The Hague never did anyone know how to give you directions.  Also in London, 
people are more ready to assist you there. 
 
1.09: first years in boarding school when studying, they just lived their lives as if it was 
the Indies.  80% was from the East Indies anyway. 
 
1.10: was annoyed by the pettiness of the Netherlands, in the East Indies they felt much 
more free.  In Netherlands, people are wise-asses.  People from the Indies were referred 
to as “koeliedrijvers”, a derogatory term implying that they simply ordered Indonesians 
around. 
 
1.11: talks about religious denominations in the East Indies, where cooperation was more 
harmonious than in the Netherlands.  He knew no Jews in the Indies.  Only learned about 
Jews when the war came.  Says he was from an orthodox Christian family.  Talks about a 
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song he sang at home as closure to prayer that said that God was everyone’s father and 
knew know color. 
 
1.13: talks about diet being Indonesian, bringing his own “sambal” (Indonesian hot 
sauce). 
 
1.14: in 1940 the war came to the Netherlands and on the first day the Germans were in 
Delfzijl.  The Germans made their entry into town on bicycles.  The boys from the East 
Indies saw their future collapse because they could not leave the country all of a sudden. 
 
1.16: Talks about two teachers who fled west on the morning of the war. 
Says there was no protest whatsoever upon the invasion.  Tells of no running water in 
Delfzijl, because farmers did not want pipelines on their land (water had to come from 
Groningen, miles south).  “In August, we had running water,” says. A.  The Germans just 
made it happen. 
 
1.17: says there was no negative reaction to occupation.  People were complacent.  When 
he came to Rotterdam, he saw the destruction of the bombing, several days earlier. 
 
1.18: talks about how long the fighting took in different areas of the country. 
 
1.19: talks about the smell and the destruction of Rotterdam after the bombing.  Says it 
was a firebombing. 
 
1.19: says exams were postponed. 
 
1.20: says he was one of the first people to go into hiding.  It was a reprisal because in 
Indies all Germans and NSB people were arrested.  That was July 1940.  As it turned out, 
they tried to catch people for one day.  If they did not get you you were lucky. 
 
1.21: he was in Rotterdam until 9/3/1940, when he went to Westerbork. 
There was little to do for him because he was from the Indies; got involved in food, 
clothing and fuel distribution. 
 
1.22: talks about Seyss-Inquart, the Austrian who ruled the Netherlands, who in his first 
speech talked about how the Germans were there to be friendly with the Dutch and 
nothing would change. 
 
1.23: first year, Jews had no problem.  Second year, it started little by little.  They were 
bugged in the street, press was becoming biased.  He knew of Kristallnacht, but it meant 
little to his community. 
 
1.34: it opened his eyes to and got an interest in the Jews.  He joined the underground in 
1941.  His interest was based in his faith and he studied the bible to find out more. 
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1.25: it got really serious when they introduced the yellow star in May 1942.  But in 
Netherlands, hardly anyone cared, people were lax.  Talks about increasing anti-Semitism 
in the press, and the efforts of Max Blokzijl of the NSB. 
 
1.26: walks about first underground, the Geuzen (“Beggars”) who were arrested by 
December of 1940.  The Dutch showed only apathy.  More than anything they were 
ticked off that the Queen had left for England.  That helped the Germans. 
 
1.28: talks about work in the underground.  It was distributing papers with English news. 
 
1.29: talks about Rotterdam being fined for subversive activity. 
 
1.30: talks about introduction of yellow star around May or April of 1942.  Still worked 
for underground and for Rotterdam food distribution.  Talks about having to vow that he 
was not Jewish in June 1942.  Talks about just writing “not Jewish” on the form, but not 
facing any consequences despite that he did not properly filled it out. 
 
1.31: talks about the role of the churches.  Only positive thing was Cardinal De Jong who 
did not want to be second Itnitzer*, an Austrian Cardinal who was pro-German. 
 
1.33: talks about a June 1942 speech by Seyffart* an NSB big shot, who spoke against 
the stance of Cardinal De Jong.  It had to do with a “church letter” that spoke out against 
the persecution of the Jews.  The Protestants blocked it, which enraged A. 
 
1.34: talks about the purpose of pre-war Westerbork: keeping illegal immigrants from 
Germany.  Irony is that Westerbork IS only 1.5 kilometers from Germany. 
 
1.36: talks about how when the Germans came to Westerbork it was nearly empty, only a 
couple hundred inhabitants because they were winding the camp down.  A. was their as 
assistant of the commander.  He wanted to know what was happening to the Jews there.  
Talks about the director, Schol*, who was boss under the Dutch. 
 
1.37: talks about not being allowed to leave the camp because the Germans did not trust 
who or what he was.  That was until October 1940.  At that time there were only Dutch 
guards.  At night the Germans would not be there and he was free to look over the 
records. 
 
1.38: talks about smaller barracks for families and for bachelors.  Talks about sanitation, 
kitchens. 
 
1.40: talks about first barbwire fencing, which was put up in July 1940 at the command of 
the Germans.  October 2, he was told that it was a setup of the Dutch staff to report A. 
 
1.41: talks about how he got job in camp food distribution deputy.  10/12/1940.  They 
gave him the job because of his Rotterdam experience.  Talks of chaos in Assen, where 
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Dutch police guarded Jews on the way to Westerbork.  Same sight in Groningen.  There 
were hardly any German soldiers there.  
 
1.43: new arrivals were received in Hooghalen, and walked 3 or 4 kilometers to the camp.  
Those were the first transports.  The road to the camp was littered with suitcases.  The SD 
had ordered that 16,000 people be added to camp population that was then only 4,000.  
The Germans had built new barracks that could hold 600. 
 
1.44: says new population were mostly women and children, as men were already taken 
to labor camps in eastern border area.   
 
1.45: talks about first commander Diessner*, who was an alcoholic. 
 
1.46: talks about the arrival of new commander Gemmecker.  Calls Gemmecker “a 
gentleman-crook”, for he was much more humane.  He saw them as humans.  The 
measures he needed to implement because they were “kriegswichtig”, important tot the 
war. 
 
1.47: says Gemmecker had business with him, A. would rather have not had any 
interaction.  Person had to be 25 to lead an office, so someone older was hired. 
 
1.48: A. had a staff of 30 because he wanted to protect as many people as possible with a 
“Sperrschein”.  Dijkstra, the accountant in the distribution office, wanted quiet and would 
throw many people out because he said he would needed to work.  That did not help A.’s 
case that he needed 30 staff.  Anyone without a “Sperre” would be transported. 
 
1.51: a man named Mos* was director.  Talks about how Mos was thrown out and the 
Central Distribution Office (CDK) appointed A. even though he was not 25. 
 
1.52: talks about the Hashara* group, land laborers who wanted to go to Israel. 
Says there was a farm outside camp whose harvest went straight to the camp. 
 
1.53: talks about distribution command chain. 
Talks about 1/1/1943, when Gemmecker took Westerbork over entirely.  Its name 
changed from refugee camp to transit camp, and there would be no Dutch commander 
anymore, just a German.  Talks about consequence: all those under Dutch command 
would be fired.  But he was already in a separate chain because he was employed by 
CDK, so he was not affected.  That was his luck, he says, because he would have never 
joined the SD. 
 
1.55: talks about being boss of all food distribution in the camp. 
Talks about police guarding the camp.  They behaved very differently, some trying to do 
better than the Germans, other did not.  Some acted very cruelly, others did not.  Says 
transports that arrived were always brought in by the Dutch.  The worst was from 
Ellekom*, a training camp for the SS, where inmates were reduced from human being to 
wreck within six weeks.  That transport was brought in by the Constabulary. 
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1.58: talks about Ellekom, which he guesses to be in the province of Overijssel.  A. knew 
of rumors of how bad they were in shape so they prepared a hall with food for them.  
These arrivals looked awful, in uniforms only with clogs.  But Constabulary would not let 
them eat immediately.  Describes stopping a riot. 
 
1.59: Gemmecker acted upon it, having these people hospitalized and given better 
clothing. 
 
TCR 2 
 
2.00: the Ellekom people were free from being transported until they had recovered fully.  
Talks about being very interested in finding out what and where Auschwitz was and what 
would happen to the Jews.  He wanted to go personally, but the underground demanded 
he stay in Westerbork.  Says they only found out really, three weeks after the war was 
over. 
 
2.01: talks about how even the Jews only understood at the last minute that gas chambers 
were not showers.  A. even tried to find out about Auschwitz with letters. 
 
TCR 3 
 
3.00: talks about the first incoming transport that he saw: 10/3/1940, when he came back 
from Groningen, when the access road to Westerbork was littered with luggage. 
 
3.01: talks about “fliegende Kolonne”, the flying column, a group of inmates who did 
work that needed to be done quickly. 
 
3.02: talks about Westerbork having a lot of functions that a big village would have: 
tailors, shoemakers etc. 
Says labor outside the camp was overlooked by the “Ordnungsdienst”, inmate-orderlies.  
Their leader was called Piesk*. 
 
3.04: the internal organization in the camp was done by Jews.  The head of 
transportations was a man called Kurt Schlesinger*.  Only the hospital was separate, led 
by Dr. Spanier*.  Schlesinger was a Jew from Cologne.  Talks about the initial population 
that was all German Jews. 
 
3.05: talks about first Dutch Jews that arrived as a result of Cardinal De Jong’s speech.  
Those Jews were mostly Catholics or Catholic protected Jews.  The name Auschwitz was 
openly used, but it was called a labor camp. 
 
3.07: at first transport that he saw (the one with suitcase-littered road) he learned that the 
Germans wanted to make the Netherlands “Jüdenrein”. 
Talks about that his return after he was released on 10/2/1940 was marked by surprise 
about how crowded the camp was all of a sudden. 
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3.09: talks about the assassination of NSB top dog Seyffart. 
 
3.10: talks about the camp kitchen lacking capacity to feed 16,000.  Says that he later 
learned that most were transported again on 10/4 and 10/5.  Says that those transports 
were unusual because they carried up to 2,000 people, as opposed to the weekly 1,000 
later. 
 
3.11: talks about what they knew at the time about what “doing labor in the east” meant.  
People really believed that, he remembers. 
 
3.12: expresses doubt at what infants and the elderly, and women were going to do in a 
labor camp.  It was a big question. 
Talks about a report that was published after “Jolly Tuesday” (September 1944) 
published by the Red Cross that was based on visit to Auschwitz that said Auschwitz 
pretty much similar to Westerbork. 
 
3.13: says transports were accompanied by Green Police, not SS.  He tried to find out 
what Auschwitz was like when they came to his office and no-one ever answered.  The 
one time he got an answer it was one word: Auschwitz was like “Scheiße”. 
 
3.15: says an hour before Auschwitz, the Green Police were relieved by SS units. 
Never was the word gas chamber mentioned.  Says, if we would have known, people 
would have acted differently.  We discussed it a lot after the war: how come we did not 
know.  The pope knew, Roosevelt and Churchill knew.  They could have easily made it 
known with pamphlets that they could drop off.  Wonders whether it was indifference. 
 
3.17 cites former Dutch PM Drees, who wrote in a memoir that the allies were helped by 
not telling about it, the Germans being occupied with the Jews.  Otherwise, “the allies 
would have had to deal with that problem.” 
 
3.18 talks about the Amsterdam ghetto where people were gathered. 
 
3.19: talks about the several lists that kept people from being transported “until further 
notice”.  If there weren’t enough people to transport, a list would simply be cancelled. 
 
3.20: talks about the difference between German and Dutch Jews.  There was friction, 
rivalry.  The Dutch Jews felt they were in their own country; the German Jews were there 
longer and spoke the language of the commander.  New inmates opposed to old inmates.  
It was hard for old inmates to be transported, they really had to do something wrong.  
They were rally in control.  Gemmecker really appreciated Schlesinger’s work heading 
the operation. 
 
3.21: talks about Gemmecker crashing into Schlesinger and breaking his leg.  In a caste 
for six weeks, and Gemmecker continued to work by visiting Schlesinger at his bed.  
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That’s the appreciation Gemmecker had for him.  Only Spanier could also tell 
Gemmecker someone would be transported or not. 
 
3.23: talks about Ottenstein, a very straight infallible man who ran the “Antragsstelle,” 
that took requests to the commander.  Requests for stays of transport. 
 
3.24: talks about Fried* who ran the “Registratur”.  A. says his job was to keep people 
from being transported.  He could write out Ausweise that kept his employees from being 
transported.  That was while his office was still outside the camp. 
 
3.25: talks about how people could just and would just run away as soon as A. had given 
them an Ausweis.  That lasted until Gemmecker became suspicious.  They could not 
prove it, but Gemmecker moved A.’s office inside the camp. 
 
3.26: talks about having access to the registry, where he could just take out cards and rip 
them up.  But Gemmecker also undercut that when he realized there were more people in 
the camp than there were in the records.  A. ultimately lost access to those records.  A. 
says there could have been more people who went in there. 
 
3.28: talks about the different people who gave him orders regarding was what records to 
tear up.  Talks about not wanting to know names. 
Talks about order from Dutch government in London to take out records of professor 
Meijers and doctor Querido (through his wife Helene Pigmenthal*). 
 
3.29: talks about protest from churches and universities to stop transportation of Meijers.  
Talks about academic protests against dismissal of Jews, led by Kleveringa.  Talks about 
Barneveld-list, which had people who had done society great services. 
 
3.31: mentions his contact to London, via Groningen, professor Oranje.  The orders were 
jotted down on scraps of paper. 
 
3.32: talks about assignment from government in London for Meijers to draft a new civil 
code.  A. passed on the assignment.  Meijers and Querido refused order to leave camp. 
 
3.33: 9/3-4/1944, Querido and Meijers were transported after all.  They were liberated at 
Theresienstadt. 
 
3.34: A. dissolved Westerbork in August 1945.  He went west and met Querido again at 
the hospital in Leiden.  Q. took A. to Meijers for conversation. 
 
3.35 Meijers reveals that he did not leave Westerbork because “love you fellow man like 
you do yourself”.  That to A. is typically Jewish, a religious motivation.  Meijers says he 
was too famous to accept the invitation to hide.  I would have been danger to people 
around me. 
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3.37: talks about burning notes with orders immediately.  Got orders from different 
directions. 
 
3.38: talks about being known for having access to camp records. 
 
3.40: talks about order to run camp after the Germans would leave Holland. 
Talks about returning to camp in 1949 and talking to inhabitants of Hooghalen.  He 
talked to the blacksmith of Hooghalen, who belonged to the underground newspaper Het 
Parool.  That man revealed that they had planned to take over the camp at the end of the 
war but were told hands off by Government in London. 
 
3.42: describes as main mission as sabotaging transports as best he could. 
He strived to not make the mark of 1,000 for every transport.  Every single one counted. 
Talks about families not wanting to be broken up. 
 
3.43: says Gemmecker behaved strictly like a bureaucrat. 
Names “penal barrack” where people who were in hiding who were transported as soon 
as was possible. 
 
3.44: considers that Germans may have never looked into any transport list.  That turned 
out to be so after the war.  At the time they were afraid of being found out if they were 
cheating the system. 
 
3.45: says “we were not used to the bestiality [of the war].” 
 
3.46: talks about man without vocal chords who received “Sperre” because he was a 
unique: he could talk in a controlled burp. 
 
3.47: talks about Gemmecker’s love for children.  A baby needed to be cared for so it was 
sent to Groningen.  And returned later when the Westerbork hospital got the technology. 
Dr. Spanier’s hospital in Westerbork held up to 1,100 people.  Talks about how special it 
was that the hospital was hygienic with all the sand storms that they had around the 
camp. 
 
3.49: talks about the entire Jewish hospital of Amsterdam that was transplanted to 
Westerbork.  When the baby had recovered and could live independently it was but on 
transport to perform “labor”. 
 
3.50: talked to Schlesinger about the baby, about labor in the east, what was Auschwitz, 
Sobibor?  We could not get any answer. 
 
3.51: talks about “head rabbi” De Vries from Haarlem, whom he talked to a lot.  The man 
was already 72 at the time.  De Vries told A. that maybe the Jews were put on earth to 
suffer.  A. says he admires how the Jews held themselves under that fate.  And how they 
picked themselves up after the war. 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



3.53: never had conversation with Gemmecker.  Avoided him, did not need him for job.  
His answers were always no, so he did not look for him. 
 
3.54: there were two offices that were independent in Westerbork: A.’s office and the 
population registry.  Talks about how they related, worked together with the man, Van 
Donselaar, heading the other office.  One day that man told him he went into hiding. 
 
3.56: later, SS men came to close the other man’s office down on orders of Gemmecker.  
That was first real interaction with G. by A.  he had to challenge Gemmecker, who had 
no authority to close that office. 
 
3.58: says he then decided to close that office.  That office had such important records 
that he had his staff seize it.  The challenge was to prove he had the authority to act as 
municipal official.  He went to Westerbork and the mayor swore him in, in late 1944.  
That is how he got the authority.  After war he gave all those records to the Red Cross, 
that’s why they still have them and we know who had been transported. 
 
TCR 4 
 
4.01 says that move could have gone wrong.  Gemmecker could have said no to A. and 
the records could have been lost and A. would have been under more suspicion. 
 
4.02: calls his position one of power.  Talks about being resented for not doing certain 
things.  Recalls an incident that involves illegal butchering in Westerbork kitchen and a 
German officer walking in who showed him some bullets while telling A. he would shoot 
him personally.  A. told the underground after that that he was in trouble.  The Germans 
suspected a lot but could not prove it. 
 
TCR 5 
 
5.01: talks about the transports of 4 and 5 October 1940.  Talks about incoming transport 
of 10/4 only bringing women and children.  The train that was going east had not made 
capacity, and the drunk officer Diessner* came out and ordered those incoming people to 
get into the train east.  Many of their husbands could see that happen from behind the 
fence.  Many men chased the train and got on to be with their family.  Talks about his 
wife looking on and crying. 
 
5.04: says that is a reason why Diessner was removed.  10/12/1940 Gemmecker came. 
Says the women simply went into the train, no resistance.  The guard were Constabulary.  
They escorted the transport; on the train were Green Police. 
 
5.05: says there were 40 Constabulary officers.  Talks about their behavior, some good, 
some bad.  With a couple he could get along well.  Talks about one transport where he 
lost his employee Heijmans*.  Says he got a postcard from Heijmans and a Constable 
snatched it from him saying “this won’t be the end of it.” 
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5.06: he was then ordered to the Kommandantur.  Gemmecker asked him if he was a 
courier for Jews.  Mentions that he always spoke Dutch to Gemmecker.  Talks about his 
conversation with G.  talks about lying what he wanted to do with postcard.  Mentions 
Gemmecker’s secretary Frau Hassel*.  And the Constable who snatched postcard trying 
to get into the conversation, but fortunately Gemmecker deemed it to be over. 
 
5.08: Gemmecker told him he could have gotten eight months in a camp. 
 
5.09: talks about a senior officer of the Constabulary, De Jong, who would say: this camp 
will get me my stripes.  And it did, says A., but he did not enjoy it for long, because after 
the war he lost his job. 
 
5.10: says there were so many small incidents with the Constabulary.  Says there was one 
he trusted entirely, who would give him information.  The rest, I did not consider, says A. 
There was a degree to cooperation of Constabulary with staff of the former 
administration of the camp who now worked for SD. 
 
5.11: Constabulary always was present at transports leaving.  He lived next to the railway 
line.  He did not sleep during nights before transport.  He monitored lists, received lists 
with all the names. 
 
5.12: talks about keeping people on list of camp inhabitants longer after they had been 
transported so that he would not be short on food for camp. 
 
5.13: says that he hardly ever saw someone resisted getting onto the train.  Recalls one 
incident where someone asked Gemmecker on the spot and got no for an answer.  Recalls 
getting an employee of his out of the train on time.  The boy’s family he could not save. 
 
5.15: discusses excuses to get people of the train.  Says it was mostly on instinct.  The 
boy he saved did not get deported in November 1942, but went after all in February 1944.  
Died in Auschwitz.  Talks of his fondness for that boy, Heino, at length. 
 
5.19: talks about boarding of the train that started at 6 in the morning and was entirely 
done by the Ordnungsdienst. 
 
5.20: talks about saving others if his staff, not straight out of the train (like Heino, whom 
he took when the train was unguarded) but before. 
 
5.21: some members of the Ordnungsdienst misbehaved while putting people on train. 
There was always one passenger carriage that had Green Police in it, the rest were cattle 
carts.   Carts held around 70 to 76 people.  Straw on floors of the carts, one bucket with 
water.  Assumes people had to stand or sit the entire way. 
 
5.23: there was a typhus epidemic so that people could not travel for a while for fear of 
contagiousness.  Ordered by Dr. Spanier, no transports for six weeks as a result. 
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5.25: talks about ship from Hamburg, the St. Louis, which also carried Spanier, that tried 
to make it to the Americas.  Talked to Spanier regularly.  Discusses preventing women 
who were over 4, 5 months pregnant to be transported.  They cheated there a lot (in favor 
of the women). 
 
5.27: if someone was handling the train signals, he might just be chucked into the train.  
Talks about the feud between German and Dutch Jews.  Dutch not accepting the Germans 
and vice versa. 
 
5.28: talks about the registration of new arrivals.  Not a very elaborate process. 
 
5.29: talks about separate barracks for those who ere baptized, and those who were on 
Barneveld-list.  There was a barracks for convicts (those who had committed anti-
German crime).  Mentions author Philip Mechanicus as one who was in penal barrack at 
first.  Wrote his book “Depot” in the camp hospital. 
 
5.30: talks about influence of Schlesinger.  Talks about head of the OD, Piesk*. 
 
5.31: says Piesk is to thank for most survivors that mattered to A.  Talks about dilemma 
where he had to choose between two sisters-in-law, who both had husbands in the OD. 
 
5.33: Hannah and Mimi, they were called.  One moved to work in the camp farm the 
other stayed on in A.’s office.  Both survived. 
 
5.35: talks about Gemmecker’s love for children again.  Says that Spanier knew how to 
use his influence of Gemmecker.  Was proud of the good hospital. 
 
5.36: talks about camp store, LaWa (Lagerwarenhaus), where some things were still for 
sale that were not elsewhere.  Inmates could buy there. 
 
5.37: LaKa was lagerkantine, camp cafeteria.  You could even sit on a terrace there. 
 
5.38 there was a bank in the early days, run by Lippman & Rosenthal, the Jewish bank 
taken over by the Germans.  Talks about frisking methods at that bank.  Lot of NSB 
people worked there.  Talks about inmates having to surrender their possessions to the 
bank, no choice.  People even got receipts, but those were really worthless. 
 
5.41: says that protesting against treatment would only make things worse for people in 
camp.  That was the tactic of the bank people and the camp people. 
 
5.42: until March of 1943 all deceased from camp would be buried in Assen.  At the end 
of 1942, a German architect named Winne*, built a crematorium at camp.  It was t-
shaped building.  Describes what was where in building.  It stood next to the hospital, just 
outside of camp. 
 
5.43: says he was expulsed from camp on 1 July 1944 and lived outside camp after that. 
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5.44: talks about Winne building dwellings for SS.  A. did not see him in SS uniform.  
There is picture of Winne at Christmas 1942 dinner, where he was civilian.  Winne built 
crematoria in Auschwitz, so he knew what went on.  That was widely known.  He came 
from Auschwitz to build the crematorium in Westerbork. 
 
5.46: A. did not ask Winne about Auschwitz.  Feared saying the wrong thing.  A. says he 
trusted none of the Germans.  Is being asked if he knew a man named Werner, a German 
Jew.  A. knew a man named Fuchs, who was also Gemmecker’s gardener.  That might a 
man named Werner. 
 
5.49: says there was no way to escape the camp via crematorium.  It was outside the 
fence, it could play no role in getting away.  Talks about setting a trap for Gemmecker 3-
4 September 1944.  When Rauter* ordered the evacuation of Westerbork.  There were to 
transports that known that inmates knew about.  As a result eleven people tried to get 
away through barbwire.  4 of them were caught.  They were executed by Dutch SS in 
crematorium the same night. 
 
5.51 One of those men did not die from the gunshots and crawled into camp and was fond 
by dentist Wolf.  Wolf warned Spanier, who sent the man to the Kommandantur.  Spanier 
refused to euthanize the man, as did his deputy doctor Speier*.  (Speier was the former 
director of the Apeldoornse Bos, the Jewish insane asylum.) 
 
5.54: talks about Fuchs, who came to A.’s office and told him all this.  Fuchs had to burn 
the man alive. 
 
5.55: A. remembered the incident to get Gemmecker after the war.  Relates an anecdote 
where an inmate told his wife that Gemmecker had treated the Jews well in Westerbork. 
 
5.56: After liberation, A. reinstated an Amsterdam police lieutenant, L.A.A. Cohen, and 
had him draw up a complaint against Gemmecker.  Never heard that again, until later 
when he read about it in a book about Gemmecker’s trial in Assen.  Mentions exonerating 
testimony from German SS officer, that the man was dead, but rigor mortis had not 
kicked in.  Because Fuchs had said the man had tried to sit up when he went into the 
flames. 
 
TCR 6 
 
6.00: until “Jolly Tuesday”, the camp was guarded by the Constabulary.  Some of them 
were good and they let Jews get away. Stories enough.  They let possibilities exist.  They 
were no fanatics. 
 
6.01: talks about where Constabulary was stationed.  Talks about the escape of a kitchen 
hand of the Constabulary. 
 
TCR 7 
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7.01 talks about another escape that involved hiding someone in a cart with vegetables 
that was driven by the grocer the Constabulary trusted. 
 
7.04: talks about German threat: attempted escapes lead to immediate transport.  But A. 
says that after the war he could not find a single case.  If someone escaped, however, and 
they left family behind, they would for sure be on the next transport.  It was a deterrent. 
 
7.07: with every escapee caught, the chance of A. being at risk was huge.  He says that is 
why he never wanted to know anyone’s name, so he could not be forced to surrender any 
names.  From late 1944 until liberation, A. lived in great fear, he says. 
 
7.08: Stoker family, who helped A. from Assen took care of a child of whom it was 
unknown whether the child was Jewish.  It was but there was no way to prove it. 
 
7.10: 12/6/1944, A. walks through Assen, where he met Stoker, who had just been 
released from prison.  Stoker had nearly let A.’s name slipped, it was so bad in prison. 
 
7.11: recalls seeing SD knock on Stoker’s shop door minutes after they left.  Stoker told 
A.: let’s meet again after the war.  But Stoker had tons of illegal stamps and documents.  
The SD emptied Stoker’s shop and A. lived in fear about what they had found exactly. 
 
7.14: after liberation, A. made Stoker the main supplier of the camp to help him back on 
his business feet.  Talks about returning to Stoker’s shop to see what had happened to it.  
They found the place empty.  But all the shelves in a back room were still covered with 
paper as before and all the illegal documents were still under there.  In the water tank that 
was in that backroom, you could still see a piece of string hanging out that had to stamps 
attached to it: a perfect forgery of Gemmecker’s signature, and an authorization stamp of 
a high German agency.  They had not been found.  It raises the question who emptied that 
place: Germans or people of good will?  A. says it would have been the end of it for him. 
 
7.17 considers it a miracle escape.  Assumes the people who emptied it were good Dutch. 
 
7.18 talks about associate who took on Jewish ID to get more done.  Ate Bruinsma*, who 
took on the name Van Dam.  A. describes it as way to get more trust from people. 
 
7.19: is asked about Jaap (Jacob) van Proosdij.  Remembers the name but does not no 
anymore.  Is asked about Kalmeijer-list. 
 
7.20: talks about the Weinreb-lost and the ensuing post-war scandal.  Says he was 
untrustworthy at the time.  Promised to get people to Palestine.  Charged one hundred 
guilders for people to get on list. 
 
7.21: talks about people having money in camp: exchanging normal money for camp 
money.  Hence they could buy in LaWa and LaKa. 
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7.22: talks about Johnny and Jones, camp cabaret.  When camp grew, Gemmecker 
realized the importance of providing entertainment. 
 
7.23: drops names: Willy Rosen, Pfeiffer, Johnny and Jones.  All Dutch Jewish 
entertainers.  Recalls seeing first show.  Recalls first show costing 16,000 guilders, paid 
for by Jewish money, “the only money Gemmecker had.” 
 
7.24: talks of enjoying the show, not wanting to visit it if Gemmecker was there.  A. was 
told not to return to show, because he had applauded.  That was not allowed for non-
Jews. 
 
7.26: describes scene from show.  Says Gemmecker loved the show, loved cultural 
outings. 
 
7.28 recalls no nicknames for top brass in camp.  Recalls no bad blood against himself.  
There might be, he says, but no-one ever said. 
 
7.30: talks about ill will toward Schlesinger. 
 
7.31: talks about how the camp was his in the night time, because Gemmecker would 
spend night outside camp.  There was no curfew so he could easily walk around. 
Talks about difficult encounter with Gemmecker over Van Spier*, an associate that was 
on the transport list. 
 
7.34: says he had friends in the camp, that he still has friends from back there.  There are 
still some of them alive in Sydney, where A. lives at time of interview.  Mentions Hannah 
and Mimi having lived until shortly before this interview. 
 
7.35: talks about controlling the food supply in the camp, extra opportunity that having a 
farm warranted them.  There barrels for leftovers that were used to feed 40 pigs (!! In a 
camp full of Jews?!?!?!). 
 
7.37: talks about a notorious transport that only carried children. 
 
7.39: talks about having only 400 people left after last September 1944 transports.  
Growing to 800 or 900 after the war.  Knew 3 weeks before liberation that he would take 
over the camp. 
 
7.40: appointed committee of wise men to advise: Schiff*, Dresden, De Jong*, 
Schlesinger, and some more, L.A.A. Cohen was there too.  Liberated on April 12, 1945.  
There was a Dutch captain among the paratroopers that dropped in at night around that 
time.  He smuggled six of them into the camp.  The Germans were still there and looking 
for these paras.  He hid them behind barrack 41.  The German also caught around six 
others.  They were locked up. 
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7.43: talks about breaking through the line to get to Canadians from camp.  Talks about 
seeing a dead Canadian soldier.  Talks about striking practical deals with Canadians. 
 
7.45: Talks about marking main court of Westerbork with yellow textile that stars were 
made of.  He used that instead of Red Cross flag because it had such a bad reputation. 
 
7.46: April 11, the Germans did nothing anymore. 
 
7.48: talks about how straightforward his wife was.  She did not let anyone tell her 
anything. 
Talks about sounds of fire reaching the camp and the Germans responding very slowly. 
 
7.49: from his office, sees Gemmecker shake a Jew’s hand, Schlesinger, after giving him 
a package.  Then drove off very slowly. 
 
7.50: Schlesinger shares package: it was one of Gemmecker’s revolvers, a .6mm 
revolver.  A symbolic handing over of authority of the camp.  From Gemmecker to 
Schlesinger, then Schlesinger to A. 
 
7.51: talks about Grenzschützpolizei, the border patrol that was made up of elderly men. 
 
7.52: talks about having Westerbork guarded by former inmates, manning and arming 
towers. 
 
7.53: talks about negotiating with the Grenzschützpolizei that were still in the camp.  Did 
not succeed in having them disarm. 
 
7.55: talks about sabotaging two cars that the Germans could not bring as a result.  Talks 
about the amounts of fuel that were still there. 
 
7.56: talks about intelligence over where different Germans were outside the camp. 
 
7.57: talks about people repairing those cars and driving them around the camp.  A. 
thought that was a big risk, afraid Germans might come back and to something crazy. 
 
7.58: talks about trying to maintain calm in between German withdrawal and before real 
liberation. 
 
7.59: talks about reinstating the Sabbath and saying that the only thing was that there 
needed to be food.  Meeting was disrupted by arrival of the Canadians. 
 
TCR 8 
 
8.01: talks about Capt. Morris, the Canadian commander who came to talk to A. 
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Canadians were looking for Todtmann*, Jewish secretary of Gemmecker, who no-one 
had trusted.  They also were looking for Siegfried Sommerfeldt*, his driver.  The latter 
was caught within two days, the former they never saw again. 
 
TCR 9 
9.01: says Schlesinger supported the Germans, was just as bad as the other Germans. 
Talks about Schlesinger’s powerful position, most powerful man within the barbwire.  He 
was almighty. 
 
9.03: talks about rabbis in the camp.  There were several.  Remembers witnessing a 
Pesach celebration in camp. 
 
9.04: Gemmecker condoned Sabbath. 
 
9.05: the camp did not cook kosher.  People did that in their barracks. 
Could tell no distinction between liberal and orthodox Jews in camp. 
 
9.06: says circumcision was done in camp, outside hospital.  There were bar Mitzvahs, 
Jewish weddings.  They were really festive. 
 
9.08: really positive reports about Auschwitz from Red Cross came out around D-Day, 
got it from Jewish Council. 
After the war I compiled eyewitness accounts. 
 
9.09: there were always rumors, and put aside as too outrageous.  Rumors that there were 
murders.  But I never knew about the gas chambers. 
 
9.10: talks about a 16-year-old boy who had worked on “the other side” of the gas 
chambers.  He had clean shirt and enough food during stay.  And he checked corpses for 
gold teeth and toothpaste for diamonds.  He was so hardened. 
 
9.11: Westerbork was first camp when people came back to Holland.  He learned about 
Mengele, Bergen-Belsen, many stories. 
 
9.12: many like the boy were killed themselves after a while to keep things under wraps.  
Those killed did not know until the moment they were in there.  Some survivors did not 
even know that the gassings were going on.  They just knew people were dying.  A. 
thought that was unbelievable. 
 
9.14: those into gas chambers only received towel and bar of soap. 
Talks about allied attack on Westerbork around Easter 1944.  4 fighter jets. 
 
9.16: talks about how a bullet landed close to his daughter’s box where she played in the 
garden, the day after that attack. 
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9.18: Van Witsen* was also on his council of wise men after war.  Dutch leader of the 
OD.  Schlesinger sat on that council because he knew the camp best. 
 
9.19: explains that people did not flee camp because people thought camp was not that 
bad, that they had it pretty good. 
 
9.21: says Jews were more of a separate group after the war than before.  Before there 
were Jews and non-Jews, just Dutchmen. 
 
9.22: says anti-Semitic propaganda of Blokzijl has stuck and has worsened the situation 
for the Jews. 
Knows Trudel van Reemst.  His story of the Jewish baby is the same as her story about 
Michieltje. 
 
9.24: talks about Arbeitseinsatz announced in 1943 for men between 17 and 40.  That 
also concerned him. 
 
9.27: talks about a bit of medical fraud that helped him get medical exemption.  A doctor 
in Groningen simply helped him.  Feigned a liver affliction.  Dr. Querido briefed him on 
how to fool others about affliction. 
 
9.39: wraps up long story about getting his medical exemption. 
 
9.43: talks about being young and having so much professional at such a young age.  
Talks about having learned to work in a very practical manner. 
 
9.44: talks about work in nearly empty camp did not give him enough work for a day. 
 
9.45: talks about getting reassigned to a job that he was not really qualified for. 
 
9.46: talks about rule at new job that he took on the side where pregnant women got more 
food to make it through last 20 weeks of pregnancy. 
 
9.48: talks about having to pull rank and being underestimated apparently on ground of 
his age. 
 
9.49: sleeps badly ever since the war.  Dreams a lot, especially about getting people of 
departing trains.  Wakes up when in his dreams he fails. 
 
9.51: dreams about Ottenstein, Schlesinger, Spanier.   
 
9.53: talks about Jolly Tuesday and the rumors on that day, how it affected the camp. 
 
9.54: refers to book called Het dorp dat zweeg, “The Village that Remained Silent”.  
Spanier and Gemmecker both went to Dusseldorf.  Spanier became Gemmecker’s doctor. 
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9.56: does not dream about things that he did not do.  Does know a lot of things he would 
have done differently.  Hiding addresses were sometimes no good.  They paid a lot for 
those. 
 
9.57: relates a story of someone who charged 50,000 guilders for a year of hiding (which 
is a stellar amount for that time). 
 
9.58: says awful things have happened to people in hiding.  Lot of abuses going on.   
 
TCR 10 
 
10.00 mentions having the Yad Vashem medal. 
 
10.01: asks what 50,000 guilders would be worth right now. 
 
10.02: talks about farmer who says the man hiding with him had an affair with the 
farmer’s wife.  The farmer was asked about his opinion of the Jews in general but 
answered: “this man… was a bad man.”  A. thinks the answer is a lesson in tolerance. 
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