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Mrs. Kool was engaged to a Jewish boy during WWII, called Bob Emanuel de Raay. Bob 
goes into hiding with his sister and parents. Mrs. Kool visits them regularly in their 
hiding place. After a while she is not allowed anymore to visit them. The people giving 
hiding turn out to be abusive. They ask a lot of money from the wealthy De Raay family. 
De Raay family is betrayed and arrested. Only the sister of Bob survives the war. Miss. 
Frida de Raay still lives with Mrs Anna Kool. Miss De Raay was also interviewed. 
 
Tape 1 of 1 
0 Born March 4, 1920 in Amsterdam. I grew up in Haarlem (a town near 

Amsterdam). Two brothers. Father was working at a bank, mother was at home. 
The family was not religious. It was a middle class family. Liberal conservative, 
not very political. I went to a public school. 

5 The 1930’s. We did not speak about fear of war. But my brother, who was six 
years older was mobilized. 
 
In 1939-1940 I started dating the brother of Miss De Raay. His name was Bob 
Emanuel de Raay. Bob was also born in 1920. He was studying medicine in 
Leiden. He was a Jewish boy, but that was no problem. You did not see it from 
his looks and we did not talk about it. Only with the war we talked about it. Bob 
also did not talk about fear for a war before May 1940. “Go and sleep quietly” 
prime minister Colijn told us. 

10 The family of Bob was very serious. They did expect the worst to happen. His 
father wanted to open the gas tap to kill the family. 
 
My brother had to fight in May 1940. He was wounded. I still did not think it 
was all that serious. 
 
De Raay family owned a business in rags. They were assigned a Verwalter. Bob 
was getting more and more worried. They had been in contact with people from 
Eastern Europe. The family tried to flee to Switzerland, but did not find a way. 

15 All the money of the family was in the business. 
Some people came and said that they would take the family to Switzerland. The 
De Raay family paid a lot of money and gave suitcases but Mr De Raay found 
out that it was a fraud. The suitcases and the money were never returned. Later 
Bob did not dare anymore to travel to Switzerland. 
 
De Raay was a very wealthy and very well known family in Haarlem. 

20 The family was at home all the time. It was not possible to go anywhere 
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anymore. Sometimes we would take walk in a street. We called it ‘The milky 
way’, because of all the ‘stars’. 
The people responded differently to the Jews wearing the star. Some people 
would salute the Jews and take off their hats, but others would spit on the 
ground. Bob responded without words. You had to be quiet. In August 1942 Bob 
received a letter; he had to report for deportation. Father and son went into 
hiding. 
 
I had often slept at the De Raay’s house as it became more and more dangerous. 
The men would sleep over in the houses of non-Jewish friends. 

25 Bob had to report at Westergracht in Haarlem, at the Catholic school. 
 
We knew that they would go to Poland; that was the rumor. You had to have 
your luggage ready. I even saw children who went to report, all by themselves. 
 
Father and son De Raay go into hiding together. Mother and daughter go to two 
different addresses. That was all organized with non-Jewish friends. Father and 
son were at Spaarne, those people had offered to give them a hiding place. They 
did not know these people very well. The daughter Frida went to an elderly 
couple and mother De Raay to an elderly gentleman. 

30 I visited them on all three addresses.  
Frida was in hiding with a couple, but the husband was very much involved in 
the resistance. One day cars stop to arrest the husband. Frida is able to flee the 
house. She runs to the family were her brother and father are in hiding. 
 
Mothers’ birthday is coming up. The family that is hiding the two children and 
father De Raay, offers that mother comes over to celebrate her birthday with the 
whole family. She goes and is not allowed to leave. Than it all changed into a 
hell. Every week the family demanded more money. They have been there for 20 
months on March 7, 1944 family De Raay was arrested. They were not allowed 
to do anything. 
 
One time father was allowed to leave the hiding place to collect more money. He 
went to a contractor called Nelissen, this was a very well known man. When Mr 
De Raay had just entered the house, somebody banged on the door shouting: 
‘The Jew has to come out’. It was the voice of a woman. The daughter of Mr. 
Nellisen said it was the woman where the De Raay’s family was in hiding. 
 
Fam. De Raay is not allowed to leave. 

35 The people giving hiding put locks on all doors and windows. A relative of these 
people was with the SD. The couple giving hiding threatened with this relative at 
the SD all the time. In the end I was not allowed to visit anymore. 
 
The situation was out of control. There were plans to liberate the De Rooy 
family by force with the help of men from the underground. I organized this. But 
we had to wait for a dark night. We planned the liberation to take place on 
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March 10, 1944. We had to find new hiding addresses for the family. 
On March 7, 1944 De Raay family was arrested by the SD. Three men came. 
There names were Kaptein, Klein and Wolders. I am not sure about the spelling. 
They came from the Rivierenlaan in Amsterdam. 
 
They were not wearing a uniform. I wasn’t there; this is what I later learned. 
They walked strait to the hiding place. 

40 I heard about the arrest. 
On March 8, 1944 a moving van stopped in front of the house of Fam. Nelissen, 
everything was taken away. De Raay had given the Fam Nelissen a lot of stuff to 
keep safe during the war. 
 
I received letters from Bob and Frida from Westerbork. 
 
I collected witness statements for the police. 

45 Within a week they were put on transport from Westerbork. Only Frida was sent 
to Vught to work. The others went East. 
 
Than liberation came. Both my brothers were in the BS (kind of temporary 
police). I asked for some men to arrest the family that had given hiding to the 
Fam De Raay and betrayed them. The couple was taken away. 

50 Many belonging from De Raay family were found in the house of the couple. 
Big boxes that had been given in the care of Nelissen. It was all taken to the 
police to register. But after this registration a lot of things were missing. 
 
Frida de Rooy was taken to Vught and she came to work for Philips. From that 
group, many people returned. Frida was able to get the belongings of the De 
Raay family. But most of the belongings were gone. 
 
There was a court case, it was horrible. Frida had to sit in one room with those 
people that had betrayed her. 

55 I have some papers, some things that I wrote down just after WWII. And some 
papers connected to the court case. (She reads out loud.) “H Stam and Mrs. Stam 
– Brand have to pay a fine of 500 guilders and were released in 1947”. These are 
the names of the couple. 
 
She has a statement form Fam. Nelissen, she reads out loud. 
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