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Mrs. Hoevers – Kort witnessed several arrests of neighbors in her street in Amsterdam 
East. 
 
Tape 1 of 1 
0 Born April 22, 1931 in Meerkerk. My father was master of a ship, we lived on a 

boat. In 1934 my older brother had to go to school so we found a house on the 
shore. My father sailed between Amsterdam and Utrecht. We lived in Amsterdam 
form 1934. My parents were socialist. Their background was protestant. We were 
not very religious but I did go to Sunday school until I was 12. 

5 In 1939 there was fear what was coming. 
May 1940, I remember hiding in a porch of a house because of grenades. 
 
Where we lived was a working class neighborhood, lot of Jewish families. We live 
in ‘s Gravesandestraat overlooking the Oosterpark (Amsterdam East) 

10 My father worked until September 1944. In September 1944 he has to go to 
Germany and we all go into hiding. 
 
1942 Razzia’s. Next to us lives a Jewish family with four children. We shared the 
fire escape on the attic. We were friends. 
Razzia’s in the street. I remember an old woman who was beaten into a van. 
 
The name of the neighbors was Fam. Weinschenk. They had tree sons and one 
daughter. The girl was called Branka. She was sexually abused in Vught. 

15 My brother was Shabbes goy to the Weinschenk family. 
 
About the star. As a child I thought: why don’t we all show our solidarity by 
putting on a star. Why doesn’t everybody just wear it? 
 
The parents Weinschenk were taken to the Dutch Theater. Police or soldiers had 
come to pick up the boys, but because the boys were already in hiding, they took 
the parents. The boys wanted to go to the Dutch Theater, they thought that their 
parents would be released if they turned themselves in. My father tried to convince 
them not to go to the Dutch Theater. The boys went anyway. Their parents and 
younger brother were not released. 
About the arrest of the couple and their younger son. 

25 Only Branka survived. She came by to pick up some stuff and emigrated. 
 
I remember a conversation with one of the Weinschenk boys about were the 
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people were taken to. We understood that it was not just “to work”. 
30 We thought that people were taken somewhere to work themselves to death. We 

understood that it was better to try to go into hiding. 
 
I remember that twice Jewish children stayed with my parents. 
 
I think there were five to eight razzia’s in our street. Some people went quietly 
others screamed. 
 
New neighbors moved into the empty houses. 
 
My father went into hiding with the ship of his company in September 1944. He 
did not want to go to Germany so he went into hiding with the ship. 

35 He sailed to Meerkerk. 
42 The belongings of the Jewish families were taken away and the houses were 

sealed. 
 
Branka later migrated to Israel 

47 Later in my life I became religious and I had to learn to forgive. But I was not able 
to forgive. In 1964 I went on holidays to Germany. I met a very nice and caring 
German woman. She talked about her upbringing, she still had some horrible ideas 
about Jews; she was brought up this way. 

50 This helped to realize that not all Germans were bad. It was strange that so long 
after the war, this woman still had these ideas about Jews. 
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