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In this interview, Lida Molceanov, born in 1930 and a life-long resident of Târgul Vertiujeni, 
discusses in detail one of the concentration camps that was in her village during World War II. 
She explains that the village she lived in is a part of present-day Moldova. She discusses the 
killings of Jews she witnessed and how she and the children in the village gave food to the 
people in the camps. She also discusses how she and her family left the village just two months 
after the occupation began.  
 
 
[01:] 00:36:20 – [01:] 11:52:12 
 
Q: Please tell us your name. 
 
A: Lida.  
 
Q: And your family name? 
 
A: My married name or my maiden name?   
 
Q: Tell us both.  
 
A: Molceanov and my maiden name was Bogdan.  
 
Q: What year were you born and where? 
 
A: I was born in the village Târgul Vertiujeni, in the former county of Soroca, on October 28, 
1930. 
 
Q: Tell me, before the war, were there a lot of Jewish families living in the village? 
 
A: Oh yes, this was a Jewish village. The entire village. This is the only part of the village that 
still stands. The other part of the village, in the center, was the Jewish side. There were a lot of 
people back then. It was a beautiful village, merchant Jews lived here; that had their own shops, 
restaurants, and it was a beautiful Jewish village.  
 
Q: Do you remember what happened with them in 1941, when the war started? 
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A: Oh yes. Yes, by then the war was drawing near, and most Jews fled through the village of 
Zăluceni and the village of Vertuşeni nearby. They escaped in boats, the fishermen passed by in 
little boats and all night while it rained, they fled by boat. The only ones that stayed behind were 
a few old or sick men that were in no condition to flee. These old men were taken by the police, 
the gendarmes and brought here to a closed cellar. When the Romanian army came into the 
village they shot them. I personally saw them in a ditch, an old man and an old woman who had 
been shot. The gendarmes rounded up the rest and brought them to the cellar. Some of them were 
taken to the outskirts of the village and shot.  
 
Q: Did you hear that they were being taken to the outskirts of the village and killed? 
 
A: We saw them as they were being taken, we were children, no more than 11, but as children 
we were curious, and when we saw something happening we ran that way to see what was the 
matter.  
 
Q: And what did you see? Was the army with them? 
 
A: They were gendarmes. The gendarmes brought them to the cellar. I did not see them as they 
were brought in, but the gendarmes’ station was across the street from us, and there was a big 
cellar, so they brought them there and kept them imprisoned. They kept them there without food 
or water for days and some died. The bodies of those who had died were put in a cart, taken to 
the outskirts of the village towards the village of Zăluceni and buried in a ravine. The ones that 
had remained alive, the gendarmes took to the outskirts of the village where there was a ravine 
and shot them. Now there is a bakery factory built there. We call the ravine where they were shot 
Pitoloacă.  
 
Q: And what kind of guns did they have? 
 
A: Simple guns. There were not machine-guns. As a child I did not know the type, I cannot say 
their name, but it was the type you carry on your shoulder.  
 
Q: And those gendarmes were from the village or …?  
 
A: No, no. Those that came were all Romanians, Germans, and God knows from where else, but 
they were not from the village.  
 
Q: So they were soldiers, in the army?  
 
A: Soldiers yes. In the army, yes, yes.  
 
Q: And were they Romanian or German? 
 
A: They were Romanian. That first time when I saw those two that were shot, there were two 
[soldiers] on horseback, and then there was one wearing a badge over his arm, the German 
badge, but those were the only Germans I saw. The rest were all Romanian.  
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Q: Those two were from the village? The two that you saw shot in the ditch? 
 
A: No … yes, they were from the village. The lived close to the outskirts of the village.  
 
Q: So you recognized them? 
 
A: They were Jews, but I cannot tell you now what their names were. You see, as children, we 
knew the names of those we were going to school with better, but the older couple we knew 
through our parents. I cannot tell you the names of those two older people because I don’t 
remember. I did see them in the ditch after they had been killed though.  
 
Q: Did someone bury them afterwards? Do you know? 
 
A: Yes, the soldiers, the Romanian soldiers went and took a cart and took the bodies to the 
outskirts of the village and buried them there.   
 
Q: So all those you told me about, who were killed in the village, were buried more or less in the 
same place in that ravine? 
 
A: No, those from the cellar that I was telling you about were buried at the outskirts of the 
village towards Zăluceni, in a ravine. The others were buried also at the outskirts of the village 
and not at the cemetery but it was still a ravine.  
 
Q: But a different ravine in a different place?  
 
A: Yes, in the other part of the village towards Vertujeni. Only those who had died in the 
concentration camp were buried in the cemetery. The gendarmes went and took some refugees, I 
have no idea where from, but I did see them starting to surround the village from the ravine until 
our place and the entire center was surrounded with barbed wire. When we woke up one morning 
it was all packed with Jews: children, old people, young, it was full. There were a lot of them. 
Maybe around 10,000 to 20,000. They were all cramped up inside. Those that died in the camp 
were taken by cart to the cemetery; there they made a big hole and all were placed inside a tomb.   
 
Q: And you saw as they were being buried? Did you see the carts with the bodies? 
 
A: Not always. When we happened to be around we saw them, because we as children, used to 
wander around through the village with the cows—taking them grazing—and we would let them 
walk down along the Dniestr River; we would go out on the other side of the village, and 
sometimes we happened to see the cart with bodies. But not always. And after the camp was 
taken down, we went to the cemetery to look around and there was, how should I tell you, maybe 
a 20 meter (65 feet) and 20 meter wide hole covered with dirt. That is where they were buried.  
 
Q: So you saw the carts a few times and then you could see the hole? 
 
A: We were with the cows and we saw that the hole where their bodies were taken and buried 
was covered with dirt.  
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Q: Was the camp stationed a long time in the village? 
 
A: Yes, the camp stayed for about a month and a half; it stayed for almost two months.  
 
Q: Was it towards the fall, do you remember when exactly it was? 
 
A: Yes, yes. They came in midsummer, maybe around June because the fruits were ripe. There 
were new potatoes that my mother gave us. She put those for us in bags and we would come here 
on this little street near the hospital and throw them over the barbed wire. There were little 
children with their hands stretched out to those passing by asking, “Give me a piece of bread! 
Give me a piece of bread; please give me a piece of bread to eat!” And my mother gave us 
polenta. Whatever extra she had we would go and throw them over the barbed wire to those 
children and then run to the hospital and hide because they would beat us. The gendarmes that 
would guard the place would beat us.  
 
Q: They would not let you get close.  
 
A: No, no, at a distance of about 5 meters (16 feet) we would stand and throw over the barbed 
wire whatever we brought.  
 
Q: Did you hear in the village any discussion about where the prisoners were brought from? 
 
A: Where they were brought from I do not know. I cannot tell you. When we woke up one 
morning the entire place was packed. The camp remained for a month and a half, maybe two 
months. When we woke up one morning, the gates were open and there was no one left. Who 
took them, where they took them, and what they did with them, I do not know. The gendarmes 
forced the prisoners to work. The cemetery was close by and it had a stone fence, so the 
prisoners went there and took stones from the fence and came and built the road here in the 
village. This road in the village made out of stones is made by the hands of the Jews. They would 
bring the stone and build this road.  
 
Q: Did you see them work? 
 
A: Yes. Of course since they also passed by our house. They built it all the way to the outskirts 
of the village. They came in a long line, three or four next to each other with the gendarmes on 
each side of that line. They would put down the rocks and take some more and return. They 
walked in a line; that is how they were brought.  
 
Q: After that they were probably taken over the Dniestr. Did you know what happened? 
 
A: No … I do not know. I did not see, and I cannot tell. When we woke up one morning there 
was no one left. They left the camp open and, since we were children, we were curious and we 
went in to have a look. There was hay on the floors where they slept and the houses had no 
windows or doors since they used them for fire. The camp remained until September. It stayed 
for about two months.  
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Q: After that they did not return with the camp to the village? 
 
A: No, no, no. they took them away and did not return. After that there was another camp in the 
village, but that one was for political detainees, for example Communists. Those that they 
thought were engaging in subversive politics they took to the camp. But it was not a surrounded 
camp because it was not surrounded with heavy guarding or barbed wire. There was a big 
synagogue here. That synagogue survived only in part. It was two stories. One story was taken 
down and a new roof placed on it, and then it was transformed into a shoe shop. Now they want 
to make a warehouse out of the building. It is in the center of the village. They rebuilt it, and it 
does not look like it once did.  
 
Q: Thank you so much.  
 
A: My pleasure.  
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