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In this interview, Gheorghe Şeptelici, native and local resident of the village of Bătuceni, talks 

about the events that took place in Romania during World War II (in the northern part of the 

country, present-day Moldova). He discusses the killings of the Jews, which he witnessed. In 

addition, he takes the interviewers to the execution sites to pinpoint the exact locations as he 

remembers them.   

 

 

[01:] 00:36:20 – [01:] 08:21:14 

 

Interviewer: Please tell us your name. 

Mr. Şeptelici: Gheorghe Şeptelici Islavici.  

Interviewer: What year where were you born? 

Mr. Şeptelici: In 1924, on October 6, in the village of Bătuceni (in the present-day county of 

Orhei, close to Chişinău, approximately 40 to 60 km west of highway E577, near the village of 

Măşcăuţi) in this spot.     

Interviewer: And until the war did you live here in the village? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Here in the village, I have lived here, and here is where I still live.  

Interviewer: Do you remember what happened with the Jews from this area in ’41 when the war 

started? 

Mr. Şeptelici: I remember some of the things, when it happened, because I witnessed it with my 

own eyes how they executed them around these parts, in Măşcăuţi (in the present-day county of 

Orhei, close to Chişinău and Bătuceni) … in our village there was no such thing, but it did 
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happen in Măşcăuţi … it’s not far, maybe a kilometer (0.621 miles), 2 km (1.242 miles) to 

Măşcăuţi; and there I saw it happen … they executed some people and I saw as they executed 

them, they took them on the other shore where there’s a steep slope, a ravine … and they 

executed them.   

Interviewer: Where were you? 

Mr. Şeptelici: I came from the village to the mill in Măşcăuţi, there was a water mill that turned 

helped by the water, and I went there to make flour, and I heard about those things, and I went to 

the city hall in Măşcăuţi, where there was the building of the city hall before …’44 and I saw 

how they tortured them, I … well … poor people … and then they were taken to the river bank 

… here close … Măşcăuţi can be seen in this direction, here to the back, but the river is … well 

they [the Jews] were taken to the other side and executed, they were old, poor them, not young, a 

couple of old men, that’s what they were, poor them, cause it was hard back then, hardships and 

worries … they were trying to get by with their trade, one small shop there with little things, 

doing this and that to support the family. Other things I don’t really know. Only this, this is all I 

know for I have seen it with my own eyes, how they were taken and executed there.  

Interviewer: But you said that you saw as they were tortured at the city hall building? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Well … the Romanian police officers (the term he uses is the equivalent of 

“gendarme”) then it was like that … they were Romanians from Romania, but Romania was 

under the rule of the Polish, ah, the Germans, it was not stable on its own. Because King Carol 

(he actually refers to his son, King Mihai, since King Carol had already abdicated the throne in 

1925) resigned from the country and there was the left prime minister Antonescu to rule and he 

was complying with whatever he was asked to; he did not act out of his own will, since there was 

a law even then, even if we were at war, but the law was the law … they were called and that 

was it, there was no other way, only those who managed to escape, who fled and hid away in 

different hiding places … 

Interviewer: But do you remember how many police officers were at the city hall where you saw 

them? 

Mr. Şeptelici: It was the police headquarters of the village, there were about ten gendarmes not a 

lot … a sergeant, a second lieutenant and those from the village [3-4 words are completely 

inaudible] they were stationed here, it was a special unit in Măşcăuţi. What they were ordered to 

do, they did. 
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Interviewer: And how many Jews were there? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Well, there were about 5–6 not more. There were … two younger wives and some 

four old men … well dressed since the rest already took refuge, they went to the passes near the 

village where there is that river that passes over the Pontava (Dniester?; Pontava is a city in the 

Ukraine) that’s where they bombed them (meaning that they were shot) where they killed them. 

Here the poorer ones had nothing to take them there, no means of transportation, nothing and 

they were thinking to stay and live their lives here.  

Interviewer: At city hall, what did you see exactly, what happened with them? 

Mr. Şeptelici: I didn’t see anything else only how they were beating them and they took them 

and … how do you call them, the gendarmes, took them across the river; I didn’t see anything 

else.  

Interviewer: And you say you saw how they executed them?   

Mr. Şeptelici: Yes I saw. They put them on … as you pass there, if you’ve been to Măşcăuţi is 

there as you cross the river, there is a crossing there and there is where they took them; there 

were special holes and they executed them there and they pulled the ground over them.  

Interviewer: What type of guns did the soldiers have, do you remember? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Carbines. Well, there were no carbines back then, there were ZBs (Zbrojovka ZB 

vz. 59 machine gun) … big guns. Smaller carbines did not exist yet back then. ZB that’s how 

they were called, with a pointed top (bayonets).  

Interviewer: Do you remember if they shot them with their clothes on? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Yes, dressed. They executed them as they were. They didn’t strip them, didn’t do 

anything to them, the way they … 

Interviewer: Who buried them? Who pulled the ground over them? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Well, the people in the village … the people in the village, well people. It’s a soul, 

one has to cover it, and to … it just doesn’t stay like that, above the ground. The holes were 

already made, they dug them there. Well … poor them, they were crying … each of us when we 

arrive to a certain situation you think of what you’ll end up.  

Interviewer: Thank you very much. 

Mr. Şeptelici: No problem.  

 

[01:] 08:21:15 – [01:] 09:43:05 
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Interviewer: Two more questions about what you were saying earlier. Do you remember how 

many police officers shot the Jews? How many police officers shot at them?  

Mr. Şeptelici: Well, I don’t really remember … about 2–3 went with them … took them for the 

execution, not all of them went, about 2–3 were with them to guard them and prevent them from 

running no others.  

Interviewer: How far were you when you saw them? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Well, I was at about 50 meters (164 feet), that was the distance to where they 

were; they [the police officers] didn’t allow us to get any closer to catch a clearer glimpse of 

what was going on. We were there, as they got the [Jews] on the other side of the river, but we 

were at this side of the bridge, as was the bridge then, and we were crying when they executed 

them. There was nothing else, I can’t remember anything else, only this that they were executed 

and we scattered around … 

Interviewer: Thank you very much.  

 

[01:] 09:43:06 – [01:] 10:26:59 

 

Interviewer: Tell us, where was the bridge? [This footage was right near where the bridge used 

to be.]  

Mr. Şeptelici: Here was the bridge, [He points with his walking stick behind him to the right] … 

and the road was there at the end of the bridge and it passed through here and it went on.  

Interviewer: And you were there? 

Mr. Şeptelici: We were on this side of the river, not on the other side, we were on this side, 

where you can see these higher slopes and they [the Jews] were taken up here.  

Interviewer: Is this the quarry where they were shot? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Yes, but it was not that far … 

 

[01:] 10:27:00 – [01:] 12:16:19 

 

Mr. Şeptelici: This one was made after, [he points to the new bridge] after the war, but before 

that the other one was over the water and it was lower and made out of wood … we passed with 
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our wagons, with what we had, with cattle, we passed here; you can see there once was there and 

if it wasn’t you wouldn’t see the traces, would you? And now … they were … from that part 

they were brought here, from the city hall where the church is, a little further where the building 

of the city hall is, they were brought here. The lands were not that high, they were lower, and 

they dug here since and moved the grounds …  

Interviewer: And here they were shot, right? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Yes. Here’s where they executed them and made holes, buried them. The people 

from the village came out and some were passed on the other side … because the bank was not 

that high … the banks were lower, they were made higher once they built this new bridge. What 

other things can I tell you? This was it, they were executed, some were brought here, the people 

followed them to see what would happen, how it will happen, what will become of them.   

Interviewer: Thank you very much.   

 

[01:] 12:16:20 – [01:] 12:21:05 

 

Interviewer: Tell me, and the police officers where were they staying? The police officers who 

shot them? 

Mr. Şeptelici: The gendarmes stayed at their back, as they placed them facing the holes, the holes 

were there and as you can see the bank … you can’t really see too many of the traces now, but it 

was here that they were placed with their back … front to the holes and the gendarmes from 

behind, shot them … they then fell right in the holes since they were on the edge of the holes and 

fell right in. 

Interviewer: And after this, the people that followed them covered them? 

Mr. Şeptelici: Yes the people from the village, so that the bodies will not remain like that, and 

with flies over them, you know how these things are … since it was just around this time of the 

year (most probably the month of September) when they came.   

Interviewer: Thank you very much.  
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