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Box, Tape 1 
 
 

In this interview, Ignat Bobeică, a local of Mascauti, Moldova discusses witnessing 
several shootings of Jews by Romanians into a nearby ravine. He talks about two local 
men who participated in the killings.  He also explains that Moldova was under 
Romanian occupation since 1918. 
 
[00:] 00:00:01 – [00:] 11:00:00 
 

Q:  Please tell me your name.  

A:  Name… Ignat. 

Q:  And the family? 

A:  Bobeică. Bobeică Ignat. 

Q:  When were you born? 

A:  December 20. 

Q:  What year? 

A:   1914. 

Q:  And where? 

A:  Here in the village. The house next to the bridge. That is the house of the lady. I 

was born over there, that is my house, where I was born in 1914. 

 Q:  Here in Mascauti? 

A:  Here. 

Q:  And you lived here all your life? 

A:  Always here, since I was very tiny, ever since I was born and raised. I even did 

the army service for the Romanians; I got married when I found a woman.  

Q:  And in World War II do you remember what happened to the Jews from this 

village? 

A:  Yes. 

Q:  Could you tell us? 
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A:  Well, how should I say this, we had around 20 Jews here in the village. The 

Romanians they despised them and they began to shoot a few of them. I was very 

small, a child, poor things. They would take them from the bridge down to a steep 

ravine and they would shoot them there.    

Q:  Do you remember who shot them? 

A:  Well, I peeked. I was very young, a very young boy, and I peeked. 

Q:  But who were the ones that shot them? Who shot the Jews? 

A:  Our people, the Romanians, our people.  They pulled out a fearless man, they 

would pick him out, give him a gun and he would shoot them. They would take 

them to one side of the ravine next to that bank, they would push them to that 

bank and shoot; they would fall but they didn’t even bury them; that’s how they 

threw them down there to be the food of dogs and birds.  But They are creature’s 

of God too, different nation, but still a human beings; they figured they can shoot 

them; how much anger they had on Jews, those left from the 1918 war. We were 

under their occupation, under Romanian’s. 

Q:  Do you happen to remember the names of those who were shooting them? 

A:  What? 

Q:  Do you remember the names of those who shot them? 

A:  Well, I gave the names, I gave them in writing, I thought it was written down.  

Q:  But tell me again if you remember. 

A:  One is Prodan Anton and another is Haralambie Simion uh…Druta Simion. 

Q:  And where did they get the guns from? 

A:  Those Romanians gave them; they gave them guns, and they would shoot them. 

Q:  And do you remember what happened afterwards? 

A:  What could happen; as I said they were leaving them there, and the dogs would 

eat the ones who had been shot. 

Q:  And those who shot, Prodan. 

A:  He went home. He tolerated it and shot them, but he did not want to. He was 

forced. 

Q:  By Romanian police soldiers or whom? 

A:  The Romanians.  
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Q:  And you saw, you were nearby? 

A:  I was nearby, there I peeked the moment they shot them. They would fall on the 

ground dead like that, they were definitely dead.  They might scream once, but 

that was it, like in a war, exactly like in a war. 

Q:  Did you see this many times? 

A:  Well, they shot a few Jews, and I watched it all, they shot about 5-6 families. I 

was not the only boy watching, there were many more peeking.  

Q:  And after the war, after the war did Prodan and Druta remain in the village? 

A:  In the village, they remained indeed, but later they died.  

Q:  Do you happen to remember the names of some of the Jews who got shot? 

A:  Names…no, no. How was I supposed to ask what was their name since they [the 

Romanians] wouldn’t let you get closer to them, being afraid we might disturb the 

others. 

Q:  Weren’t they people from your village, didn’t you recognize some of them who 

might have been from your village? 

A:  What? 

Q:  Weren’t some of them from this village? 

A:  The boys? 

Q:  Those Jews who were shot, weren’t they from the village?  

A:  The Jews from this village, were those who remained here after the war in 1918.  

Q:  And you haven’t… 

A:  There were, I tell you, about 20 of them; over that river Morouaia. There is a 

small village Morouaia, with a few houses, there were only a couple of Jews. Our 

village is larger, there were more of them; they had a store, a small shop that had 

whatever your heart desired, kerosene, drinks, food they had, and trifles like these 

in that store. We called it a booth, but it’s a store, a real store.  

Q:  Thank you very much. 

[Break] 

Q:  Tell me, were there any Germans in the village? 

A:  Germans. When the war came, the Russians sent the Germans to war. Then the 

front reached us and we had Germans here. The Superior Officer was here in a 
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house on this land in this area [showing the direction-ahead]; Then if they caught 

you walking around, they would suspect that we want to flee to Russia. These 

Romanians would force us to go to war and fight in the war and if not, then they 

would shoot us, saying you want to flee to the Russians, to be one of them. 

Q: And the Germans had nothing to do with the killing of the Jews? 

A:  No. They had nothing to do with them being shot. 

Q:  Only the Romanians, the Romanian police were assigning people from the village 

to shoot Jews. Who were they?  

A:  They were police and soldiers. Well, they were assigning people by force. If you 

resisted they would beat you; then Romanians would beat people whenever they 

met opposition, when you wouldn’t do something; that’s how they forced people 

to do things. I don’t know if things are like this today, but that’s how things were. 

Q:  And do you remember after the war what the village people would say about 

Prodan and Druta, these fellows who shot Jews? What did the people say?  

A:  The people; from the village. There were these two.  

Q:  And the people from your village, what did they say about them? 

A:  The people from the village wailed, lamenting their actions because they were 

forced, it was not their own decision. The people were moaning. It was not that 

they wanted to do this, they were forced and the people were crying about what 

they were doing, because they are humans too. It was sad to see what they’ve 

done.   

Q:  Thank you very much, thank you. 
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