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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Gheorghe Stratan, born in 1920 and a native of Orhei, describes the Jewish 
ghetto of his town and those living in it prior to their deportation during World War II. He also 
comments on the execution of a group of approximately 15 Jews trying to escape Orhei, an 
incident he witnessed. Moreover, Stratan remembers another episode related to his interrogation 
by German soldiers after a bombing raid on the town in which he was questioned along with 
others regarding their nationalities.  
 
 
[01:] 00:30:23 – [01:] 05:07:15 
00:00 – 05:17 
 
Stratan recalls his date and place of birth as January 5, 1920, in the town of Orhei, and 
remembers being at home at the beginning of World War II; recalls the existence of a number of 
Jewish families in his town at that time; mentions that later on in the war they were rounded up 
by the local police in a street close to the Răut River; remembers that a group of Jews escaped 
the ghetto in the hope of crossing a bridge over the river to reach a nearby forest; mentions a 
previous bombing raid and partial destruction of that bridge, of which the escaping Jews were 
unaware; recalls the group being caught by the police and executed at once on the bank of the 
river; does not recall precisely the name of the street where the Jewish families had been kept by 
force, but is confident in his ability to indicate it accurately if asked to guide the interviewers to 
the actual location; comments on that street being blocked off with wooden planks and two six-
meter tall gates at its ends in order to prevent escape by those enclosed or entry by outsiders; 
recalls the Jews being held in the ghetto for several months under police watch; does not recall 
the exact year in which these events unfolded, indicating 1942 as a possible date.  
 
[01:] 05:07:16 – [01:] 11:46:01 
05:18 – 12:12 
 
He comments on the round-up of the Jews from Orhei, explaining that despite not having 
witnessed their initial entry and forced internment in the ghetto, he did see entire families being 
arrested throughout the town and taken under escort by the police; mentions the Jews being 
allowed to take with them nothing else but food, which was mostly bread; recalls the enclosing 
of the ghetto street; comments on the materials used for isolating the Jews from the rest of the 
community: wooden planks and massive pillars, so that the other locals could not get past or 
peek inside; mentions acquaintances of some Jews sometimes bringing food to those arrested and 
sneaking it through cracks between the wooden planks; emphasizes the policemen’s severity and 
refusal to allow the locals to feed or help the Jews and that such deeds were punishable; explains 
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that although no Jews tried to communicate with him from inside the camp, other acquaintances 
of his from Orhei told him they would often be able to communicate; recalls usually two or three 
policemen guarding the gates in shifts at the end of the street where the Jews were being held; 
comments on the fact that for almost half a year, the Jewish families were not permitted to exit 
the improvised camp; talks about the gradual disappearing of many items from the Jews’ houses 
which had been left unguarded and mentions having personally witnessed locals from Orhei 
stealing various goods.  
 
[01:] 11:46:02 – [01:] 19:32:19 
12:13 – 20:18 
 
Stratan  again talks about the execution of a group of approximately 15 Jews after their attempt 
to escape; recalls there being both men and women, young and old, among those shot near the 
bridge; says locals were forbidden to follow the policemen, mentioning that he himself and other 
acquaintances once sneaked through a garden hearing gunshots, reaching the scene and stopping 
less than 20 feet away; details the incident, describing an old garbage truck being brought in 
order to get rid of the bodies; mentions having heard from other people about the cadavers being 
later thrown into a lime hole and covered with rocks and mortar; recalls seeing three policemen 
shooting the Jews with revolvers; comments on the way the same three policemen then loaded 
the bodies in the garbage truck, calling on witnesses of the incident to help them; emphasizes 
their lack of respect towards the Jews, even after their death, from the way the bodies were 
simply thrown into the truck; [silence until interview resumes]; mentions that none of the Jews 
trying to escape Orhei survived; [silence until interview resumes]; explains that after the 
incident, nobody else tried to escape; recalls the eventual deportation of the Jews from Orhei, 
which occurred during the night, with the locals being unaware of where the families had 
eventually been taken; mentions the rumors spread in town indicating that all of the Jews from 
Orhei had been executed and their bodies thrown into a huge hole dug by a bulldozer beyond a 
nearby forest; describes the remains of the ghetto, explaining that the ghetto gates and pillars had 
been removed by the police and the Jews’ houses had been robbed, windows and doors included, 
by the locals; estimates there were 1,500 Jews, including children, confined to the ghetto; 
mentions that the policemen who arrested the Jewish families and held them in the ghetto were 
of Romanian origin; does not recall any of the Jews from Orhei ever having returned there after 
their deportation or the war.  
 
[01:] 19:32:20 – [01:] 26:08:21 
20:19 – 27:10 
 
He details another event that took place during one of the bombing raids on Orhei, recalling 
having once hidden in a basement with other men; remembers being found by German soldiers 
entering the town after the raid; emphasizes the German soldiers’ insisting on using the term 
“Jude” when asking everybody to identify themselves; mentions being unaware of that word’s 
meaning, as he could not speak German; recalls the existence of a Moldavian translator among 
the German soldiers and comments on his method of finding the Jews among those hidden in the 
basement, simply by asking everybody to count to ten in Romanian; explains that Jews usually 
had difficulty in pronouncing “three” due to their inability to utter the letter “r” strongly; 
remembers two Romani men, three Moldavians, and two Jews among those in the basement with 
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him, the latter being discovered by the soldiers and arrested at once; mentions the existence of 
another older Jewish man among them, describing the way he managed to pass the Germans’ 
test: by avoiding number three, listing the first two numbers then using a pun to add another two 
to the sum and pass safely on to four; recalls having realized that the soldiers interrogating 
himself and the others were Germans by their uniforms and language; remembers that one 
soldier entered the basement in order to get everybody out, with four or five Germans waiting 
outside, and a lot of others simply passing through the streets; comments again on the older 
Jew’s success, attributing it to the rush of the moment and the rapidity of the test, those that 
passed it being asked to leave immediately; does not recall the name of the older man or of the 
other two Jews arrested by the German soldiers, mentioning the fact that he never saw them after 
that event.  
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