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In this interview, Elena Picovici, born on December 26, 1929 in Balcauţi, Moldova describes 
atrocities committed in her town against Jews by the Romanian authorities during World War II. 
She describes searches and roundups of local Jews and recalls those who attempted—some 
successfully—to escape. She mentions a local man who extracted gold fillings from the mouths 
of murdered Jews and describes a Jewish child in need of a safe haven. She discusses the 
resistance activities of members of the Communist Union of Youth, “Kommunisticheskiy Soyuz 
Molodyozhi,” (Komsomol), and the reprisals carried out by Romanian authorities for such 
involvement.  
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
[01:] 00:30:00 – [01:] 08:09:25 
00:00 – 08:26 
 
The interviewee introduces herself as Elena Ivanovna Picovici, born on December 26, 1929 in 
the village of Balcauţi in the Briceni region of Moldova near the Ukrainian border; mentions that 
there were three Jewish households in the village and lists the Jewish inhabitants; tells how after 
the start of the war, Romanians came on horses searching for Jews; describes how they killed 
several Jews and how some others—two boys named Gershko and Moshe who were about 16 
years old, a married woman named Tanya with a child, and a single woman named Liza—
escaped. 
 
[01:] 08:10:00 – [01:] 11:29:25 
08:27 – 11:54 
 
She recounts how after the Romanians left, the local residents took the bodies of the Jews to a 
field and buried them in a newly-dug pit; recalls how a secretary of the local Soviet council who 
looked like a Jew was threatened with execution but was later released; describes how one of the 
locals, Vasya Petrashishin, desecrated the bodies and extracted golden fillings from the mouths 
of dead Jews. 
 
[01:] 11:30:00 – [01:] 13:29:25 
11:55 – 13:59 
 
She talks about Liza saying that she returned to village the next morning and heard about the 
murder of the Jews, saw empty houses, cried and was locked up by the aforementioned Vasya in 
the basement of the local store; mentions that the local residents took all the belongings of the 
Jews.  
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[01:] 13:30:00 – [01:] 17:09:25 
14:00 – 17:48 
 
She recounts that two Jewish children remained alive; says that one boy hid under a bed and a 
girl—Tanya’s daughter—was playing outside; tells that the girl stayed briefly with a village 
family; describes seeing groups of Jews being led near Balcauţi; says her father was requested 
[unclear whether by Romanians] to provide his cart to transport Jews from Briceni; mentions 
that he met Tanya’s sister and that she had her own children and refused to take Tanya’s 
daughter; speculates that the girl was taken with the group of Briceni Jews; mentions the two 
Jewish boys who had run away eventually came back to Balcauţi and left for Briceni; says they 
remained there after the war. 
 
[01:] 17:10:00 – [01:] 20:57:25 
17:49 – 21:39 
 
She recalls that Romanians had rifles; mentions more searches during the war; describes seeing a 
schoolmate and activist in the Komsomol named Nadya from Halahori being led by a group of 
Romanians to be shot in the forest; tells about her own sister, also a member of Komsomol, who 
hid in the basement whenever the Romanians came to Balcauţi. 
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