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00:28 Interviewee: Ask me in Russian. 
 
00:38 Interviewer: Tell me please your first name and your last name. 
 
00:42 Interviewee: Pikovitch (Bikovitch) Elena Ivanovna 
 
00:44 Interviewer: What year were you born? 
 
00:48 Interviewee: 1929. December 26. 
 
00:54 Interviewer: And where? 
 
00:57 Interviewee: The place? 
 
00:58 Interviewer: Yes. 
 
00:59 Interviewee: Balcauti, Briceni district. 
 
1:02 Interviewer: Where were you when the war started? 
 
1:04 Interviewee: At home. 
 
1:07 Interviewer: In Balcauti? 
 
1:08 Interviewee: In Balcauti. 
 
1:09 Interviewer: Were there Jews in Balcauti? 
 
1:13 Interviewee: Yes, there were. 
 
1:15 Interviewer: Many Jews? 
 
1:19 Interviewee: What I saw is two houses. Even three houses. Jews [lived] there. 
 
01:29 Interviewer: And how many families in total lived In Balcauti? 
 
01:32 Interviewee: I remember there was one woman. And also there were a husband and a wife in 
another [house] and two children. And in the third [house] there were also a husband and a wife and 
some guests came to them – two or three. And the fourth – two young men, but I do not remember 
where they lived. 
 
01:54 Interviewer: And what did you see? What happened to them? 
 
02:00 Interviewee: Well when we stayed on the road, I was around ten years old, probably. Eleven or 
twelve, I do not remember. There were many kids in there. So as we stayed, three Romanians came 
from a mountain on horses. We stayed and watched [them]. They came and asked ((…)). Those two 
young men also stayed [with us], but when we turned around – they were already gone, they ran away. 
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02:38 Interviewer: They asked you? The kids? 
 
02:40 Interviewee: yes, who was among us, but there was no one. Those [two young men] ran away. 
And then they went straight to the one, where they lived. They closed doors, started knocking, broke 
something – I do not remember. And there they were killed. The husband was killed. And the wife took 
a kerchief in her hands and ran across potatoes [patches] through vegetable gardens. And the boy ran 
behind her. And the girl was playing on the road. She remained there. And then they -- 
 
03:16 Interviewer: -- where were you when it was happening? 
 
03:18 Interviewee: On the road. 
 
03:19 Interviewer: And you saw [everything]? 
 
03:20 Interviewee: Yes. 
 
03:21 Interviewer: From what distance? 
 
03:24 Interviewee: Well... it was like to the street. The road was just like our sidewalk. We stayed near 
the doorstep, like this. 
 
03:32 Interviewer: And all three soldiers entered the house altogether? 
 
03:37 Interviewee: I do not remember. They remained outside. They did not enter the house. 
 
03:41 Interviewer: But you said they knocked. 
 
03:43 Interviewee: They knocked, but when they went out of it.. I do not remember. I think one went 
inside while others remained outside. And that woman – through the window or something, I saw how 
she ran over potatoes [patches] to the road to another place. Through the window or where she ran 
away – I do not know. 
 
04:01 Interviewer: Did you see what happened to her? 
 
04:03 Interviewee: She ran away. She never came back. 
 
04:07 Interviewer: Did you see her after that? 
 
04:09 Interviewee: I saw her when she was running away but -- 
 
04:12 Interviewer: -- and after? 
 
04:12 Interviewee: After that I never saw her. She never came back. And the other [woman] – she ran 
away from the second house and came back the next day in the morning. 
 
04:23 Interviewer: What was the name of the first woman? Can you tell me? 
 
04:26 Interviewee: Tanya. 
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04:27 Interviewer: The first one, who ran away -- 
 
04:28 Interviewee: -- Tanya. 
 
04:29 Interviewer: -- together with the boy. 
 
04:31 Interviewee: The boy ran behind her. 
 
04:32 Interviewer: Did you know what the name of the boy was? 
 
04:34 Interviewee: I do not remember. I knew, but do not remember. 
 
04:37 Interviewer: And what happened to her husband? 
 
04:40 Interviewee: [He was] killed. 
 
04:41 Interviewer: Did you see how he was killed? 
 
04:43 Interviewee: He was killed there [in the house]. Then went to another house. There were guests, 
they also were [killed] on potatoes [patches]. They went to the garden to potatoes [patches]. Or they 
ran, but were killed but were killed on those potatoes [patches] there. And the woman – she was killed 
in a room. Their bodies were put together and taken away on a dray-cart. Not by Romanians, but our 
people. They [killed Jews] were taken to the mountain; a hole was dug there and -- 
 
05:14 Interviewer: -- I want to understand better how everything was happening. So you saw the first 
house -- 
 
05:20 Interviewee: -- yes. 
 
05:21 Interviewer: -- where the husband was killed. 
 
05:23 Interviewee: yes. 
 
05:23 Interviewer: And the woman... 
 
05:24 Interviewee: -- ran away. 
 
05:25 Interviewer: With the child? [They] ran away together? 
 
05:28 Interviewee: The boy ran behind her. 
 
05:30 Interviewer: And did you see how the husband was killed? 
 
05:32 Interviewee: Yes. 
 
05:34 Interviewer: And what happened to him after that? [What happened] with his body? 
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05:37 Interviewee: Our villagers put him on a dray-cart, and those guests, and others. 
 
05:47 Interviewer: Did you see how they were put on a dray-cart? 
 
05:50 Interviewee: I saw how they were taken on a dray-cart [to the forest], but how they were buried 
there – I did not see that. 
 
05:54 Interviewer: And the second house. How far was it from the first house? 
 
05:59 Interviewee: Like to the station. From here to the station. 
 
06:04 Interviewer: How many meters approximately? 
 
06:08 Interviewee: Around 300 meters probably. 
 
6:11 Interviewer: How did it happen that you saw what was happening in the first house and the second 
one? 
 
06:14 Interviewee: We walked behind and watched. 
 
06:18 Interviewer: You walked behind those soldiers? 
 
06:20 Interviewee: We followed them. We went where they did. 
 
06:22 Interviewer: And did they enter every single house? 
 
06:24 Interviewee: No. They were shown by someone, probably. I do not know. 
 
06:28 Interviewer: Was there someone local who showed them? 
 
06:30 Interviewee: I do not know. This I do not know. I know they [soldiers] were out here and went 
over there after. But who was showing them – I do not know. 
 
06:36 Interviewer: And in the second house – do you know the people who lived there? 
 
06:41 Interviewee: No. I do not know the names of the people in the second house. But those, who ran 
away, their names were Hershko and Moysha. 
 
06:51 Interviewer: You mean those boys who were with you? 
 
06:54 Interviewee: Yes, yes. 
 
06:56 Interviewer: How old were they? 
 
06:57 Interviewee: They were grown-up already -- 
 
06:58 Interviewer: -- and back then, how old were they? 
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07:00 Interviewee: They were grown-up already. I remember they were big. Maybe sixteen years old, 
around that age. 
 
07:12 Interviewer: Alright. In the second house, you said, there was a woman and guests. 
 
07:17 Interviewee: Yes. 
 
07:18 Interviewer: Some guests. 
 
07:19 Interviewee: Yes, they were killed outside and the woman was killed in the house or near the 
doorsteps, I think. There they killed everyone. 
 
07:28 Interviewer: [Were they] shot? How many guests were there? 
 
07:33 Interviewee: Two. A husband and a wife 
 
07:36 Interviewer: Who else was in the house? 
 
07:39 Interviewee: I do not know. There was no one inside, only the owners of the house. There were 
four of them [in the house]. 
07:48 Interviewer: And did you see how other people were killed or only in these two houses? 
 
07:53 Interviewee: In these [two]. 
 
07:55 Interviewer: And after you saw that they were killed, what did you do? 
 
08:01 Interviewee: We went home. 
 
08:02 Interviewer: You went further? 
 
08:03 Interviewee: We went home. 
 
08:05 Interviewer: So you did not see what happened next with the bodies? 
 
08:09 Interviewee: I saw how they were put on a dray-cart and taken there. That was it, we went home. 
And Romanians – I do not remember where they went. Somewhere. But they were not there anymore. 
They were on horses. 
 
08:25 Interviewer: How did you know that they were Romanians? 
 
08:28 Interviewee: I guess someone told us that they were Romanians, I do not remember anymore. I 
know that they spoke Romanian. 
 
08:34 Interviewer: Aha, did you hear them? 
 
08:35 Interviewee: yes. 
 
08:40 Interviewer: And how were they gathered? You said that they were put together on dray-carts. 
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08:45 Interviewee: They were picked up, put on a dray-cart, and taken away [to the forest]. Holes were 
dug and they were left there. 
 
08:51 Interviewer: The bodies were picked up? 
 
08:53 Interviewee: All were thrown into a hole and that was it. 
 
08:58 Interviewer: Did you see how the bodies were picked up? 
 
09:01 Interviewee: Yes. 
 
09:01 Interviewer: And how picked them up? 
 
09:03 Interviewee: Our people. 
 
09:07 Interviewer: Did people come by themselves or someone asked them to come? 
 
09:11 Interviewee: I think no. I do not remember. By themselves, I think... The secretary of our village 
council looked like a Jew and even he was taken there to the field. He was not killed but just taken 
there on a dray-cart together with the killed Jews. People said that he was not a Jew and started asking 
to leave him. 
 
09:46 Interviewer: Are you trying to say that both dead and alive people were on that dray-cart? 
09:51 Interviewee: well that person was taken alive. They planned to kill him there. 
 
09:57 Interviewer: Was there only one alive person on a dray-cart? 
 
09:59 Interviewee: Yes. 
 
10:01 Interviewer: And the rest were only dead bodies? 
 
10:04 Interviewee: Yes. There were no alive people on that dray-cart. We had one hero there. He was 
picking up the bodies and insulted them. 
 
10:20 Interviewer: Insulted them? 
 
10:21 Interviewee: Yes. And when he went to the war, he was killed there and never returned. 
 
10:28 Interviewer: What was his last name? 
 
10:33 Interviewee: I know his name was Vasya, but I do not remember his last name. I forgot. 
 
10:37 Interviewer: How was he insulting others [dead bodies]? 
 
10:38 Interviewee: He was pulling out their teeth. I did not see myself, but people were saying that he 
was taking out golden teeth. 
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10:52 Interviewer: Taking out from where? 
 
10:54 Interviewee: From killed Jews. 
 
10:58 Interviewer: How did he appear there? 
 
11:01 Interviewee: I do not know, he was there. I do not know how he got there. Maybe he sent them 
[teeth] somewhere, I do not know. How was his last name... Maybe Petroshenko, I do not remember. I 
know his name was Vasya. 
 
11:22 Interviewer: You said one woman... Do you want to say something else about that person Vasiliy? 
 
10:34 Interviewee: No, I do not know about him anymore. One woman who ran away, her name was 
Liza. She ran away but returned later. And when she came back, there was nothing anymore. 
Everything was taken from the house, from the room. She cried so much. And that Vasya locked her in 
a basement of the store. It was such a big and a deep basement. He pushed her there and locked the 
basement. She reached the door and started beating it. He opened the door and pushed her so that she 
fell all the way down. 
 
12:21 Interviewer: What happened to that woman Liza? 
 
12:23 Interviewee: He locked her in a basement. She was shouting and shouting and reached the door. 
She was beating that door and when he opened it, he pushed her down so that she fell on the ground. 
Every time she reached the door, he was pushing her down. I saw nothing else. 
 
12:39 Interviewer: Did you see how he was pushing her? 
 
12:41 Interviewee: Yes, yes. 
 
12:42 Interviewer: How far were you standing? 
 
12:44 Interviewee: Right next to the basement door. There were many kids there, I was not the only 
one. 
 
12:51 Interviewer: What happened to her after that? 
 
12:53 Interviewee: I do not know. She was taken somewhere. I do not know. 
 
12:56 Interviewer: You said that when she returned home, she found nothing. What do you mean? 
 
13:03 Interviewee: Everything was taken by people. 
 
13:06 Interviewer: The things that she had? 
 
13:07 Interviewee: Yes, yes. They were taken from everyone [killed]. 
 
13:11 Interviewer: The people who were in the village? Was it them who took everything? 
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13:15 Interviewee: Yes. 
 
13:16 Interviewer: And did you see how and what were they taking away? 
 
13:20 Interviewee: basically everything what was in the room. There was a boy in the house who hid 
under the bed where others were being killed. He was found later and taken outside while the girl, who 
played on the road, stayed there. Someone took her on the second or the third day – I do not know who 
took her. Later my father was told to transfer the Jews somewhere. I do know where, but so many of 
them were taken somewhere. My father had a dray-cart. He was sent there to transfer them. He said he 
found a sister of that Tanya who ran away. He told her there was a daughter of her sister but she refused 
to take the girl, 'I do not want to, I do not need her, I am not happy with my own'. So that girl was left 
in a dray-cart of my father. Where did he take them – I do not know. 
 
14:32 Interviewer: Where did he find the sister of Tatiana? 
 
14:36 Interviewee: On dray-carts. There were many of them. 
 
14:39 Interviewer: On dray-carts? Where were they taken to? 
 
14:42 Interviewee: They were coming from Brecani already. Other Jews were brought from there. 
Others, not ours. And my father was told to take our Jews on a dray-cart and transfer them. And he said, 
'there is a daughter of your sister' 
 
15:00 Interviewer: He just saw the woman who was -- 
 
15:02 Interviewee: -- yes, the sister of that Tanya. And he said there was a girl, 'Take her with you'. But 
she said no, 'Let her be by herself. I am not happy I have my own [kids]'. My father told so. 
 
15:15 Interviewer: And the girl, where did she live until then? 
 
15:19 Interviewee: Someone took her. Some people. 
 
15:23 Interviewer: Did she live with you? 
 
15:25 Interviewee: No, I do not know with whom she lived. She was given to my father so that he 
would take her there with other Jews to Edineț. Or Chisinau. I do not know where she was taken, I do 
not remember. 
 
15:38 Interviewer: So the inhabitants of the village who kept the girl.. Did they give her to your father 
so that he would transfer her? 
 
15:43 Interviewee: Yes. 
 
15:45 Interviewer: Did he go there few times or only once? 
 
15:51 Interviewee: Only once. 
 
15:53 Interviewer: Did you see those convoys when they were passing with Jews from Briceni? 
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15:59 Interviewee: No, I did not. My father told us how he was carrying them. 
 
16:05 Interviewer: And what happened to the boy? The one who hid? 
 
16:10 Interviewee: I do not know. I do not remember/ 
 
16:12 Interviewer: Did you see or hear anything about him? 
 
16:14 Interviewee: I only heard that there was a boy who hid under the bed, but I never saw him. 
 
16:21 Interviewer: What about other Jews? Did they return on the next day? 
 
16:25 Interviewee: Those two young men returned and left. 
 
16:28 Interviewer: When did they return? 
 
16:30 Interviewee: In the morning. They stayed near the lake. There was a grove, or how to say... they 
stayed there the whole night. They returned in the morning and said where they were. Later they left to 
Briceni and still live there in Briceni. 
 
16:49 Interviewer: Have you seen them since then? 
 
16:51 Interviewee: We met, I know them. I visited Briceni afterwards. They work in a store there. I saw 
them. Big young men. 
 
17:02 Interviewer: Did you see someone else from -- 
 
17:04 Interviewee: -- no, no one. 
 
17:08 Interviewer: When they were shot in those houses, did you see from what gun they were 
shooting? 
 
17:15 Interviewee: They were with guns. Machine gun or a pistol. And the horses like... you kick them 
and they would fly. 
 
17:35 Interviewer: And... Were there any other soldiers in your village besides Romanians? 
 
17:41 Interviewee: no, there were not. Later they started killing Komsomol members. 
17:51 Interviewer: Did you see how Komsomol members were killed? 
 
17:53 Interviewee: I saw how she was taken to the forest and killed there. 
 
17:59 Interviewer: Who? 
 
18:01 Interviewee: Nadya from Holohor. Nadezhda. I do not remember her last name. 
 
18:06 Interviewer: Holohor? You said it is a village – Holohor, yes? 
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18:09 Interviewee: Yes. And from there they [Jews] were led right next to us. And I saw how she 
walked. When she was taken to the forest, she was hot and buried there. My mother came and cried. 
She found a kerchief on a tree somewhere there. 
 
18:30 Interviewer: Did you know the girl? 
 
18:31 Interviewee: Yes. She went to our school. 
 
18:34 Interviewer: How old was she, approximately? 
 
18:36 Interviewee: She was in the 6th grade or 8th, I think. She was big. 
 
18:40 Interviewer: How did you know that she was a Komsomol member? 
 
18:44 Interviewee: Well, how... Everybody knew. 
 
18:46 Interviewer: Was she killed because of that? 
 
18:48 Interviewee: -- My sister was a Komsomol member and she hid in a basement. She sat there in a 
basement when they all were coming, searching, asking. 
 
19:02 Interviewer: Did they ask who were the members of Komsomol? 
 
19:05 Interviewee: Yes. It was not them who were asking, but others. 
 
19:11 Interviewer: And others, when did the others come? Earlier or later? 
 
19:14 Interviewee: Later. 
 
19:15 Interviewer: After what time they came, approximately? 
 
19:17 Interviewee: I do not remember 
 
19:20 Interviewer: Well, months passed? Years? 
 
19:22 Interviewee: No, no. Maybe less than a month. 
 
19:27 Interviewer: And, who came? What soldiers? Whose were they? 
 
19:32 Interviewee: Also Romanians. 
 
19:34 Interviewer: Also Romanians? And did they ask about Komsomol members? 
 
19:38 Interviewee: Yes. 
 
19:39 Interviewer: Did they ask about someone else? 
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19:41 Interviewee: No. 
 
19:45 Interviewer: Did they arrest anyone from your village? 
 
19:48 Interviewee: No, only this woman. 
 
19:53 Interviewer: Did you see yourself how she was taken? 
 
19:55 Interviewee: Yes. It was so muddy. She walked along the fence. 
 
19:59 Interviewer: I am sorry, I could not hear you. What did you say? 
 
20:02 Interviewee: It was so muddy, like a bog. She walked along the fence and they walked behind 
her. 
 
20:09 Interviewer: How many soldiers walked with her? 
 
20:11 Interviewee: I do not remember. I think two or three. I do not remember. 
 
20:20 Interviewer: And did you also follow her that time or not? 
 
20:24 Interviewee: No. 
 
20:25 Interviewer: Did you hear the shots? 
 
20:27 Interviewee: No, the forest was far. 
 
20:30 Interviewer: Who told you that she was killed afterwards? 
 
20:32 Interviewee: Well her mother was coming from there, she was looking for her. Our people said 
that they were shot. She [was shot] there in the forest. 
 
20:46 Interviewer: Did you see any other cases? 
 
20:49 Interviewee: No, I saw nothing else. 
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