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Tape 1 
 
 

In this interview, Boris Tcaciuc, born in 1932 and a long-term (moving only after the war) 
resident of Briceni, Romania (present-day Moldova), talks about witnessing the deportation 
of the local Jews from his hometown. He also discusses the shooting and burying of those 
who could not endure the long walk, and the dividing of Jewish belongings among the local 
people. 
 
 
[01:] 00:28:00 – [01:] 06:02:25 
 
Boris Tcaciuc begins by explaining he was born in 1932; shares personal data [in Romanian, 
then switches to Russian for the remainder of the interview]; remembers the Jews in his 
hometown owned little shops and stores from which they were removed and gathered for 
deportation; admits he did not witness the removal, rather he only saw the long trail of them 
walking down the main road toward the next town, Jednicy; thinks there were Romanian 
militia and Germans accompanying them; admits that the locals were not allowed to watch, 
but he viewed it from a hiding place; remembers the Jews walking together, weeping and 
crying, and carrying only the bare necessities with them; remembers over a thousand people 
walking on foot, guarded by armed soldiers who spoke Romanian and German; notes that 
contact between the Jews and the locals was not permitted; says the soldiers were shouting at 
the Jews not to break ranks, making sure that nobody ran away; specifies that people were 
passing by in several groups for about two hours. 
 
[01:] 06:03:00 – [01:] 10:23:25 
 
He gives the name of his village as Briceni; says he lived on the main road, where he hid to 
observe the trail because access for local people was forbidden; assumes that they were taken 
to Jednicy on this main road, which leads further up to Chişinau (Kisinev); recalls that those 
too weak to walk were carried on a cart; says he did not see any shootings of the Jews or dead 
bodies, rather he saw only how soldiers pushed them back into the line if they broke ranks, 
making sure that nobody ran away; claims that local people took the belongings left behind in 
the houses of the deported Jews; admits he did not see which houses the goods were taken 
from, but he walked through the center of the village and saw people pass by with things like 
chairs, buckets, bags, coats, etc.; explains their thinking: “what Ivan doesn’t take, Stepan 
will”; reiterates that the Jews had to leave everything behind, because they could only take 
with them food and a few things for carrying it. 
 
[01:] 10:24:00 – [01:] 14:34:25 
 
He admits he does not know if it was officially allowed or if people were stealing things from 
the houses; remembers people struggling with one another for things from the shop opposite 
his fence; recalls those involved coming out of the shop with beaten faces, arguing about who 
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the items [taken] belonged to; recalls that prior to the deportation there was a road built to 
Belz that was constructed solely by Jewish men; says there were no Jews left in his village 
after the deportation, but that some came back after the war. 
 
[01:] 14:35:00 – [01:] 22:31:25  
 
He shares that he watched the Jews digging a pit for the weak at about the same time the 
deportation was occurring; says he watched it once from a distance of about 50 meters; says 
the Jews dug the pits themselves but assumes they did not know what they were digging for; 
recalls some people being carried there and some walking of their own, all in groups of 20 or 
30; says he saw them stagger and then the grave was filled in; answers the interviewer’s 
question about if that means that they were shot, he answers of course, because he saw how 
the grave was shoveled in, so it would be clear that the people [within the grave] were already 
dead; says he did not see the shooting, but heard the shots, though he is not sure as to how 
many he heard; says the soldiers guarding were driving the Jews like sheep to the pit, but they 
were not many; hypothesizes it was just enough to make sure that nobody would run away; 
says the Jews were carrying those who could not walk; describes the situation very unclearly, 
but estimates there were approximately three or four soldiers; recalls the size of the grave to 
be about three or four meters; says he witnessed how the bodies were laid in the grave and 
how the grave was covered with soil, because for him, as a young boy, it was very interesting 
to observe that; recalls that the people shoveling soil into the grave were also Jews; shares 
that he and several other boys went close to the site after the soldiers had left and there was 
left only the grave covered with soil; says he did not see anyone crouching in front of the 
grave before the shooting but that he only witnessed people walking into the direction of the 
grave; remembers there were several (at least two) groups of about 20 to 30 people that were 
thrown into the grave; says he watched for a maximum of ten minutes then went away, and 
that afterward he did not hear anymore shooting. 
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