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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Dimitrii Babii, a native of Lipkany (western Moldavia), talks about the 
persecution and extermination of local Jews during World War II that he witnessed.  
 
 
[01:] 00:30:00 – [01:] 05:25:25 
 
He gives his name, Dimitrii Efimovich Babii, and date and place of his birth, October 26, 
2007 in Lipkany, Moldavia; talks about his parents; notes that his father was Jewish and used 
to teach him Hebrew script; mentions that he took him to Palestine for a month to visit 
relatives; notes that parents divorced when he was 8; mentions that stepfather was Moldovan; 
talks about working as a water carrier and as a herdsman; estimates that there were 
approximately 1,200 Jews in Lipkany.  
 
[01:] 05:26:00 – [01:] 12:59:25 
 
He estimates that Lipkany was a town of approximately 12,000, of which 9,000 were 
Christian; mentions that persecution of Jews started immediately after Romanian troops 
invaded; describes how Jews tried to flee and hid in wheatfields; discusses how 2,000 Jews 
were caught and incarcerated in a local bathhouse that was guarded by four Romanian 
soldiers; mentions pleading with guards to free his girlfriend Roza and friend Motya (Misha); 
talks about how the Romanians raped Roza; talks about throwing loaves of bread  to Jews 
through the bathhouse window; mentions that a few inmates were taken out to mow grass in 
the fields; relates how once he was nearly shot because he was mistaken for a Jew.  
 
[01:] 13:00:00 – [01:] 16:20:25 
 
He explains how about 200 Jews from Lipkany were murdered and buried in trenches on the 
first day of the Romanian occupation; recalls seeing the place where the shootings took place 
the following morning; talks about how the ground was still moving; talks about an old man 
from a nearby house who was forced to fill the pit with soil; explains that the man took gold 
rings and teeth from the dead bodies; notes that Romanians had orders to kill Jews within first 
24 hours and to arrest them afterwards; mentions seeing leaflets to this effect. 
 
[01:] 16:21:00 – [01:] 19:20:25 
 
He describes the invasion of Romanians on June 2, 1941, the majority of troops followed on 
to the fronts, a minority stayed and was quartered in local houses; discusses how some of 
locals directed Romanians to Jewish hideouts; surmises that most of these people ran away to 
United States, Romania, or Germany after the war. 
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[01:] 19:21:00 – [01:] 26:08:25 
 
He talks more about the shooting of Jews on June 2, 1941; explains that it was done by four 
soldiers who used rifles and a machine-gun; relates how Jews who were held in the bathhouse 
were forced to build roads for the four years the Romanians occupied the area; mentions that 
at first the Romanians did not feed Jews at all; explains that they survived on food and water 
supplied by local residents through a bathhouse window; recalls seeing the body of a dead 
Jew being taken out of bathhouse.  
 
[01:] 26:09:00 – [01:] 35:40:25 
 
He talks again about Roza’s rape by Romanian soldiers; remembers hearing from afar Jews 
shrieking and moaning before they were shot; mentions that the town had been torched by 
Russian troops before leaving it to the Romanians; describes how the Romanians mobilized 
the entire male population of Lipkany; points out that they sent young people (including. 
himself) to Romania; points out that they arrested and tortured the Christians who refused to 
bear arms.   
 
[01:] 35:41:00 – [01:] 38:28:25 
 
He talks about a local resident hiding a Jewish woman in his attic throughout the war; points 
out that they later married and emigrated to Israel.  
 
 

Tape 2 
 
 
[02:] 00:40:00 – [02:] 05:35:25 
 
He describes the trenches where Jews were murdered; notes that the Romanians left right after 
the shooting and left a man from a nearby house to bury the dead. 
 
[02:] 05:36:00 – [02:] 06:05:25 
 
[He says in Yiddish: Kleine Sheine Videvert Gite Libe Maine Rozale] 
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