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In this interview, Stepanida Stoian, born June 19, 1931 and a native of Olăneşti, discusses her 
life during World War II, as a witness to persecution of locals and Jews by Russian soldiers. 
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
[01:] 00:34:20 – [01:] 06:51:00 
00:00 – 07:03 
 
Stepanida Stoian begins by talking about having had Czechoslovakian and German soldiers in 
the houses next door; mentions that there were at least ten Jewish families in Olăneşti with their 
family businesses; says that during the war, some left and that those who remained were not 
forced to leave; recalls four Jewish men about the age of 50 were hanged by the Russians in the 
center of the village in 1940; recalls witnessing that she saw that with one of her parents; says the 
roughly 20 Russian soldiers were wearing grey uniforms and had previously shot some people. 
 
[01:] 06:51:01 – [01:] 13:50:00 
07:04 – 14:20 
 
She remembers that the Russians soldiers were shooting in the center of the village at some 
people she did not know and that the hanging, previously mentioned, took place after the 
shootings; does not know about any other similar cases; remembers that about two months after 
the shootings, she saw about 100 Jews from other villages being taken away through Olăneşti; 
says that some were walking, others were in carts, and that the group included people of all ages; 
recalls that her mother took in her house two families (consisting of two men and two women 
total) overnight and that the next day they were taken away; says that the people who were 
taking the group away were 5–6 soldiers dressed in grey clothes but does not remember what 
language the soldiers were speaking. 
 
[01:] 13:50:01 – [01:] 20:53:00 
14:21 – 21:34 
 
She remembers that the Jews were allowed to talk to the people in the village; says that they 
were from Chişinaău and other villages and that they had been walking for about a week; 
remembers that they had their own water and bread but they were not being fed; recalls that the 
next day they were taken over the Dniester River but she did not see them crossing; says that 
there were Roma in her village but nothing happened to them; remembers that after the war there 
were about six Jewish families still in town whom she saw during the war as well, working in 
their stores; remembers that except for the German and Czechoslovakian soldiers in the village, 
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there were no other soldiers stationed there during the war; recalls that the Romanian soldiers 
just passed through the village in June 1941; says that the villagers were evacuated from Olăneşti 
to Căplan for a few months. 
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