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Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Gheorghe Ghenea, born in 1923 and a life long resident of Cazangic, 
Moldova, talks about events that took place in 1941 in his village. The interviewee focuses on 
the day when a Jewish family was taken away from the village and shot by Romanian 
soldiers. He also mentions other incidents and comments on his father’s death. 
 
 
[01:] 00:30:18 – [01:] 08:09:23 
 
Ghenea talks about a Jewish family who lived in his village; mentions that the parents were 
named Iancu and Şeina, and they had two daughters, Ana and Rivca [Rivka] and two sons: 
Iosob [Iosub, Iosuf] and Meyer [Meier]; recalls that in 1941 a group of approximately 20 
Romanian soldiers came to the village; remembers that Iancu and Şeina were immediately 
taken away from the village and shot; mentions that the two girls were taken out of the house 
and violated by the soldiers; says that the girls and one of their brothers were then taken to 
Sărăteni and shot; mentions that these events occurred on the same day as the soldiers’ arrival; 
says he personally saw how the Jewish family was taken away and heard the girls screaming 
when they were being assaulted; points out that he did not witness the shooting because he 
was afraid to follow the soldiers; notes that he only heard this from other villagers who saw 
the shooting and buried the dead; cites Gheorghe Oluenec and Ghiţă Şuianu as two villagers 
who participated in the burial and who told him about what had happened; emphasizes that 
when the family was taken away they did not take anything with them. 
 
[01:] 08:09:24 – [01:] 16:33:25 
 
He recalls that his family hid Meyer for a few days; mentions that Meyer was the only 
member of the aforementioned Jewish family who was not taken away and shot in Sărăteni; 
mentions that Meyer lived in Cazangic until the end of the war but nobody harmed him, even 
though it was known he was Jewish; focuses on an incident that took place after the war, 
when Meyer stole a cow and was sent to jail; says that Meyer never returned to the village 
afterwards; notes that there were Romanians who remained in the village for a period of time, 
a Romanian police prefecture, and town administration were established; returns to the events 
of 1941; mentions that the Jews were taken away by approximately four armed soldiers; says 
that his brother-in-law who was living in Sărăteni at the time told him how the Jews were 
shot; repeats that Meyer’s family did not have any luggage when they were taken away; 
notes that there were Jewish refugees in Cazangic; recalls that they returned home after the 
war; comments on the fact that the Jewish family’s belongings that had been left behind were 
taken by the villagers.  
 
[01:] 16:34:00 – [01:] 22:21:09 
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He comments on an incident which took place in the village after the Romanians had arrived: 
a boy, Ion Stanca, cut off a Jewish woman’s hand with a sickle in order to steal her gold 
bracelet; mentions that he was an eyewitness to the incident; recalls the woman had taken 
refuge in Sandu Noviţchi’s [Noviţki] house; notes that the attacker was neither punished by 
the Romanians nor the Russians. 
 
[01:] 22:21:10 – [01:] 31:32:00 
 
He mentions that in 1941, two weeks after the Jews living in the village were gathered, a 
group of Romanians and Jews came and shot 16 villagers [the only villagers they could find 
at the moment]; notes that his father was also killed that day; adds that at the time he and his 
mother were taking refuge in Filipeni; mentions that no villagers saw how the people were 
shot, but that later, a shepherd found the bodies near the village; notes that a neighbor, Vasile 
Gribincea, saw that his father was taken away from the village. 
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