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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Vasile Sopcu, born in 1929, and a life-long resident of Ghidighici, Moldova, 
talks about the Jews from his village, what happened to them and how some of them died. He 
talks about a working quarry close to his village and the conditions of the Jews working there. In 
the second part he recalls how a group of Jews were drowned. 
 
 
[01:] 01:10:09 – [01:] 04:02:21 
 
He recalls the Jewish families that were living in his village in 1941; remembers the last name of 
one of the families, Haim [Heim], and that they had four daughters; mentions he was in school 
with three of them; says that before the war broke out, the family disappeared and that after the 
war was over, there were rumors that only one of the girls came back; mentions he has not heard 
about the other families except for one male villager.  
 
[01:] 04:02:22 – [01:] 08:14:20 
 
He comments on the crimes committed by the German soldiers in his village of Ghidighici, 
mostly thefts and arrests; recalls the only Jewish man who returned to the village after the other 
families had left, named Dudel, who was shot shortly thereafter and buried on a hill next to the 
house he (the interviewee) lived in; says on that hill he witnessed Dudel being ordered to get 
down in the previously dug grave where he was then shot; recalls the names of some friends who 
were with him as well as the names of the gendarmes, or local militia. 

[01:] 08:14:21 – [01:] 11:31:06 
 
He comments on Dudel’s occupation and how he was hiding from authorities in the house of 
Pricochi Marcu before being betrayed by somebody; he comes back to Dudel’s killing to 
provide details about how he had to lie down in the grave, face up, before he was shot, and about 
the military recruits that buried him there.  
 
[01:] 11:31:07 – [01:] 21:04:54 
 
He tells of Jews who were working at the quarry to supply stone for the Germans; remembers an 
incident in which Germans stole ropes from him and his brother in order to tie up the Jews who 
were brought outside the village and then shot; recalls that the next day he was sent with his 
family carriage to take the corpses of the murdered Jews and bring them to a nearby forest in 
order to bury them. 
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[01:] 21:04:55 – [01:] 30:31:22 
 
He gives time specifications on Jews working at the quarry, around the year 1942; estimates the 
number of Jews brought from all over to work at the quarry to have been 50; elaborates on the 
activities of the Jewish women working on the train; talks about the security, the German 
soldiers and their translators, the Romanians, their headquarters and how far it was from the 
quarry; talks about Jews sleeping in the wagons at night and performing different duties during 
the day at the quarry; describes the patterns by which Jews working at the quarry were 
recognized: a tattoo on their right shoulder, above the heart, in the form of a circle divided in 
four, with letters inside, black-green striped clothes; comments on Jews’ living conditions, how 
they were fed, and what they looked like: dirty, skinny, and starved – and how they were 
escorted by soldiers everywhere. 
 
[01:]30:31:23 – [01:] 38:58:14 
 
He talks about how the Germans would keep an account of the Jews who were working; provides 
more details about how six German soldiers shot those Jews outside the village; describes the 
tragedy, the screaming, and the panic; provides some more details about moving the bodies from 
the site of the shootings to the forest in order to be buried in mass graves by recruits; describes 
some officials who were present when he, along with eight other carriages, was transporting the 
bodies to the forest; mentions that by that time, the Germans had left the scene of the massacre. 

[01:]38:58:15 – [01:] 42:15:10 
 
He recalls another similar incident when he happened to witness German soldiers who had 
drowned around 60 Jews in the Nistru River; says that at that time two Russian planes appeared 
and started shooting. 
 
 

Box 1, Tape 2 
 
 
[02:] 00:43:17 – [02:] 05:20:24 
 
He gives details about how boys his age were organized by the German soldiers to go on a small 
trip to the Nistru River; recalls how they were driven through the settlement of Vadul lui Voda to 
a place where there was a river crossing; tells how they were told to wait for transportation to the 
other side while at the same time, witnessing how the Germans forced dozens of Jews to get on a 
moveable bridge; says that when the bridge reached the middle of the river, it suddenly opened 
to let the Jews fall into the water and drown.  
 
[02:] 05:20:25 – [02:] 19:30:14 
 
He retells a story of how his father was falsely charged with the murder of one of the soldiers, a 
murder actually committed by the villagers; provides details about how his father was taken to 
the village headquarters, beaten for several days for not confessing and sentenced to death, but 
eventually released on the grounds of being innocent; recalls how the soldiers were looking for 
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food and women throughout the village and stumbled upon a German general in one of the 
villager’s houses. 
 
[02:] 19:30:15 – [02:] 20:30:14 
 
He returns to the story of the Jews working at the quarry to specify how he was able to see the 
markings they had: due to the heat the Jews were naked from the waist up; he specifies that they 
were mostly brought from Chisinau, the capital, and that sometimes the local children could 
exchange some words with them until the soldiers would chase them away.  
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