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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 

In this interview, Damian Dică, a Moldovan peasant, talks about the shooting of a group 
of Jewish people by the German army. He remembers the way the shooting was 
organized. In addition, he talks about the case of a Jewish person who did not get shot 
and saved himself to continue a normal life after the German army left. 
 
 
[01:] 00:44:24 – [01:] 04:38:04 
 
Dică explains that he was born in Budai, on February 14, 1925, and what it was like 
about living in Budai at the beginning of the war; talks about the small number of Jews 
living in Budai in 1941; comments on their number having decreased since 1940 because 
they fled to Romania; describes how the older generation tried, in the beginning, to stay, 
but in the end were forced to sell their houses and flee like the rest; remembers that 
around three Jewish people owned stores in Budai and that they brought products from 
Calarasi and sold what the people needed such as salt and soap; remembers most of the 
Jews in the region residing in Teleneşti, in Balti, in bigger towns; discusses how during 
the war those who were able to left the area; explains that the Jews who stayed during the 
occupation experienced many troubles because of the German army. 
 
[01:] 04:38:05 – [01:] 11:46:07 
 
He describes how the Jews were taken out of Teleneşti towards Ineşti; talks about how 
they were taken to a field where a big hole had been dug into the ground; compares the 
hole with the room he is in; discusses the Jews being taken there, shot with automatic 
guns, and then thrown into the hole; says the Jews were disliked by the Germans because 
they believed that, like the Roma people, they did not work and only deceived people; 
discusses the well-being of the Jews before the war; describes seeing the Jews being 
taken to the hole by the Germans; tells the story of him being threatened by a German 
soldier, asking for food; tells how the shooting happened downhill from Lemn-de-vod, 
on the way to Ticinău; comments on the Jews being buried there; describes the escape of 
one of the Jews from the hole one night; discusses how the Jew who escaped the hole 
went through the woods to  Creznăceni and hid from the German and Russian armies; 
comments on this person living and working in Creznăceni for another ten to 15; 
comments on himself not seeing the Jews being buried and only hearing about it; explains 
how he saw the place about a month later when the army had left; describes the hole as 
being approximately three by three meters; describes how he saw the people being shot 
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there from a distance of about 50 meters; comments on an incident when a Moldovan 
from his village got shot by the Germans because he was mistaken for a Russian.  
 
[01:] 11:46:08 – [01:] 22:46:05 
 
He describes how approximately 30 to 40 Jews were brought next to the hole in order to 
be shot; discusses how the Moldovans, including himself, gathered around the Jews and 
Germans for about 20 to 30 minutes, at a distance of about 50 meters, in order to observe 
what was going on; describes four or five German soldiers walking alongside both sides 
of the Jewish prisoner; explains how there were both men and women in the group; 
comments on how he did not see any children; describes how the German soldiers shot 
all the Jews at once and threw them into the hole; comments on the Jews standing in front 
of the hole before being shot but were not forced to undress; explains that everything 
lasted for about an hour; explains that before the German army left for Teleneşti, they 
doused Jewish houses with gasoline and set them on fire; comments on how he did not 
see the houses being burned down but heard that only the Jewish houses, and not the 
Moldovan ones, were burned to the ground.   
 
[01:] 22: 46:06 – [01:] 34:02:14 
 
He returns to the story of the Jew, whose name was Mănaşcu, who saved himself from 
the hole; describes what happened and discusses how he heard about this person; explains 
that Mănaşcu was able to escape the hole without being shot and how he hid in the 
woods for a few days until the army left; points out that he does not know of any other 
Jewish person who was able to save themselves from the German army; describes the 
Russian occupation from 1940 until 1941; comments on the existence of Roma people in 
Budai; points out that he was unaware that Roma people were also being persecuted by 
the Germans; comments on a question relating to the shooting of the Jews near Teleneşti; 
describes the shooting as having lasted for about20 minutes with five to ten minute 
interruptions; discusses how he could not see the shot Jews fall into the hole but only saw 
them standing in front of the hole and being shot by the German soldiers; describes what 
it was like when the shootings stopped.  
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