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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 

In this interview, Dmitrii Kojuharev, a native of Dubasari, Moldova, talks about his experience 
during the German occupation of the region throughout the course of World War II. He focuses on 
the antisemitic actions of the German troops, namely the mass killings of Jews. He also describes 
the place where the killings occurred. 
 
[01:] 00:41:20 – [01:] 08:41:22 
 
He talks about the beginning of the German bombings; comments on helping the border officers 
identify the aggressor by the swastikas on bombshells; mentions the significant number of Jewish 
residents in the region before the war and the tolerance towards various nationalities and religions; 
recollects how everyday he watched the forced marches of Jewish people from Dubasari, Chisinau, 
Tiraspol, Criuleni and many other cities to the tobacco plant La Ferma; refers to La Ferma as the 
place where Jews were kept under German/Romanian supervision; mentions later shootings at the 
nearby cemetery; recollects occasionally feeding the exhausted captive people; emphasizes the 
distinction between the Romanian and German soldiers specifically by their uniforms. 
 
[01:] 08:41:23 – [01:] 16:42:06 
 
He talks about the shooting of his classmates and teachers at the hands of the Germans; comments 
on how the Germans separated the Jews into groups according to their gender first and then into 
smaller groups of 20–30 people before they were killed; refers to the process as the “sorting” 
process; desribes the actual process of shooting; explains that people were shot in the back of the 
head and that the little children were shot first; points out that the soldiers drank alcohol after every 
round of shootings; comments on the types of guns used for the killing (mainly automatic guns); 
distinguishes between the soldiers who participated in the killings: those who performed the actual 
killings were called the “punishing squad” and the other group who did not perform the killings as 
the “aiding squad”; comments on how the Jews were forced to dig the trenches into which they 
would be shot; talks about the number of these trenches, supposing that there were between 12 and 
18, with at least one thousand victims buried in each. 
 
[01:] 16:42:07 – [01:] 24:17:20 
 
He refers again to one of his teachers being killed by the Germans; points out that his aunt was 
mistaken for a Jew and was nearly killed; talks about the Jews themselves defending his aunt and 
persuading the Germans of her not being Jewish; explains that his aunt was let go after two days of 
captivity; comments on the time period when the shootings were took place; recollects that during 
the time September 11, 1941, to September 25–26, 1941 shootings took place every day; estimates 
that between 12,000 and 18,000 people were killed; describes the helplessness of the Jewish men, 
women, and children before the shootings; comments on the size of the “punishing squad”; 
mentions that about twenty people carried out the actual killings; mentions the power system that 
was enforced in the town: the comandant of the town was German and the gendarme was 
Romanian—everything was overseen by the Germans; reemphasizes the impossiblity of getting 
close to the place of imprisonment due to strict security measures enforced by the Germans and the 
Romanians; talks about the harsh conditions that the prisoners lived in. 
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[01:] 24:17:21 – [01:] 32:39:20 
 
He addresses how other groups were discriminated against as well, pointing out how the gypsies 
had to flee the area in order to escape persecution at the hands of the Germans; talks about 
communists being sought out and imprisoned or killed during the preceding summer months; points 
out the cruelty of the Romanian gendarmerie towards the peaceful people of Moldova and the 
cruelty and killings in Dubasari in particular; recollects being beaten up numerous times by 
Romanian gendarmes; mentions numerous cases where Germans and the local people looted the 
house of the killed Jews; talks about being recruited into the army as a translator in order to help in 
the fight against Nazis. 
 
[01:] 32:39:21 – [01:] 39:41:02 
 
He talks about being able to distinguish between a Jewish and non-Jewish person by their 
appearance; mentions having asked the convoy where the Jews were from; recollects many of them 
being from surrounding towns; talks again about the concentration of the Jewish people in the 
tobacco factory, mass shootings, and simultaneous bringing in of new prisoners; recollects having 
seen the mass graves already covered with earth after the very first day of shootings; admits to not 
having been to the settlement of Quarantine (present-day Dzerzhinskoye), where the mass 
killings of Communists took place. 
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