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In this interview, Filip Kotsofan, a resident of Dubasari, Moldova, talks about his experiences 
under the German occupation during the four years of the war. He explains that as a seventh 
grade student, during the invasion, he was subjected to beatings, forced labor, and forced 
schooling. He concentrates on the experience of seeing a mass shooting of around 11,000 Jewish 
people. He gives a detailed account of the system of political control the Germans used in the 
region. 
 
 
[01:] 00:58:10 – [01:] 09:48:00 
 
He introduces himself and discusses his origins; talks about his age and occupation before the 
German invasion of Dubasari in 1941; describes the day of the German invasion and the air 
attacks on Dubasari; talks about the general misunderstanding of the situation and disbelief 
among the locals; recalls the nonaggression pact between the USSR and Nazi Germany; 
remembers Russian Foreign minister Molotov’s speech on the radio the day of the attack; talks 
about the arrival of the occupation forces and the preparation in the village for it; mentions 
construction of trenches and the evacuation of the leaders and cattle from the village; describes 
the behavior of German troops in the occupied territory and the initial celebrations; talks about 
the local population and its behavior towards the Germans; mentions collaborators but 
concentrates on the activists who were executed by the Germans; describes the shootings of 
those activists and the mass graves; explains how wagons were used for delivering stones to 
cover the bodies of the people who had been executed; names activists who had been executed 
that he had known personally and talks about their lives and stories. 
 
[01:] 09:48:01 – [01:] 19:43:02 
 
He continues talking about the shooting of the activists, about their mood and appearance the 
moment before their execution; describes his position from which he saw the shooting; 
elaborates on the shooting, number of guards involved, dogs, the firing squad, an attempt at 
escape by one of the victims, the trench, and the clothes the victims were wearing; talks about 
the possibility of seeing dead people’s clothes in the trench even after the stones had been used 
to cover the bodies; describes the discipline in the village during German occupation; talks about 
the civilians, their work during the occupation, mandatory food expropriation, and the use of 
villagers’ wagons for delivery of food to German soldiers; talks about how civilians were beaten 
by the Germans; mentions the opening of a new school in the occupied territory and Germans 
forcing local children to attend it; describes the first two times when he was personally beaten 
up, one if which was for failing to attend the school.  
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[01:] 19:43:03 – [01:] 30:14:20 
 
He finishes talking about the third time he was beaten up; talks about running from the village 
upon the news of the Soviet Army coming; describes the gendarmerie and the prisoners of war; 
mentions one particular prisoner who was trying to hide but was brought to the gendarmerie and 
brutally beaten up; describes the ethnic composition of Dubasari at the time, number of Jews in 
prewar Dubasari at around 5,000 before their evacuation upon the rumor of upcoming war; 
continues talking about Jews and explains that it was generally believed that they would be 
moved to Palestine after the war; describes the mass shooting of approximately 11,000 Jews, 
talks about people digging them 11 graves; describes the appearances and behavior of the Jews 
when they were gathered near the windmill at the day of the shootings; describes the shootings of 
a  group of 20 people; mentions many attempts of the Jews to escape during the shootings; 
remembers an incident when he saw three Jews attempting to run away from the guards, 
followed by three soldiers with dogs; guesses that the time period during which these shootings 
were approximately carried out was one week; talks about the responsibilities of the those who 
“cleaned up” after these shootings and how it was unclear about who these people were; 
remembers that within 20 days after the shooting, the stream of blood was still coming from the 
mass graves.  
 
[01:] 30:14:21 – [01:] 41:19:12 
 
He talks about the windmill where the Jews from the towns of  Rybnitsa, Kamenka, and Ukraine 
were brought; comments on the removal of gold items as an alleged resource of funds to be used 
for the transportation of Jews to Palestine; talks about how some Jews came back after the war; 
[in response to a question about cruelty towards civilians] tells a story about a Romanian guard 
named Iliescu who took sheep from the villagers to take back to Romania; explains that he was 
very violent towards women; continues with the sheep incident and explains that the Germans 
ordered him to give the sheep back to the villagers; explains how the Germans then killed the 
sheep with a hammer; remarks on the obvious enjoyment and fun they had at killing the only 
source of food for the villagers; mentions forced recruitment of young people to go to Germany 
for forced labor; tells his own story of hiding from the German guards and his eventual arrest and 
imprisonment as a forced laborer building a bridge over the Dniester River; explains that upon 
his return from this, he wanted to join the partisans in the forest but was deterred by his mother 
who feared for their lives [cries]; returns to the story of three Jews who tried to escape the 
shooting, elaborates on their clothing and appearance; recalls his uncle’s stories about the 
shootings.  
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