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Box 1, Tape 1 
 

 
In this interview, Vladimir Grigoryevich Dicusar, born in 1926 in Doiban, discusses life 
under the German occupation. Dicusar describes the events that took place after Germans 
captured his village. He focuses on the shootings of civilians by the Germans, describes the 
shooting procedures, and comments on the mass killing of Jewish people. He talks about 
witnessing the massacres. He names many people from his home village that were shot by 
Nazis. 
 
 
[01:] 00:35:00 – [01:] 06:36:00 
 
He states that he was born in 1926 in Doiban, Moldova; explains that when the war began he 
was in his home village; remembers seeing aircraft dropping bombs the day the war started; 
explains that the village was near the Romanian border and that Soviet forces on the border 
managed to hold ground for two months; states that on August 20, Romanian forces crossed 
the Dniester River and on the next day, were in his home-village; explains that Jews lived in 
Doiban; discusses his neighbors who were Jews and describes them as very nice people; 
remembers their names: Peter and Hanna Rubenstein, their daughters, Bema and Sarah 
and their son Semyon, who was his classmate; states that they escaped to another village but 
after September 3 returned and were later shot; remembers another Jewish family: Zishen 
and Tsipa Finkelstein, son Lev, his wife Hanna, and their small daughter; describes their 
occupations before the war; says that shortly before the war Zishen’s daughter Maria and her 
son Vladimir came from Moscow for a visit and the whole family was taken by Romanians 
and shot on September 3. 
 
[01:] 06:36:01 – [01:] 09:33:00  
 
He states that on September 3, 1941, a convoy arrived in the village and rounded up all of the 
Jews for execution; comments on the behavior of the victims while being rounded up; 
remembers hearing gunshots from the trench at the edge of the village shortly after he saw 
Jews being transported by the convoy; he comments on the number of Germans and their 
weapons. 
 
[01:] 09:33:01 – [01:] 15:43:00 
 
He remembers that resistance fighters and activists were called to the town hall and then 
rounded up for execution; points out that the Germans showed movies about German success 
in the war to those they arrested; states that his father, Grigory Dicusar, was called too, since 
he was president of the village council; explains that he waited for his father near the village 
hall and then saw that all the activists were being transported to the Germans; remembers all 
of the activists and their names; explains that there were ten of them excluding his father: 
Robl (who was secretary of the village council; brigadier Bereka; the village’s teacher 
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Dorma Prokopi; foreman of a working brigade Ivan Demyanov; Starodub; Shvets; Groza; 
Tomokar; president’s assistant in the village’s council; and Fyodor Bodyan. 
 
[01:] 15:43:01 – [01:] 28:26:00 
 
He explains that when his father was called to the hall, he ran after him; remembers seeing 
his father escaping from the village; tells that Demyanov’s son, after his father was taken by 
the Nazis, collected stones to break the German car; explains that he was also captured by 
Nazis; explains that at first, the Germans gathered Jews for shooting and then the activists; 
describes how the villagers later dug up corpses from the trench to rebury them in 1944; 
explains that Jews were held in the hall for about 15 minutes before they were shot; points 
out that the activists were held in the hall longer and that he saw marks of beatings on all of 
the activists; points out that all of these shootings occurred on September 3, 1941; explains 
that the Rubenstein family was shot about ten days later, but that Semyon managed to 
escape; describes how on the day after shootings, he went to the trench where the shooting 
took place and saw that his neighbors, the Finkelstein family had been shot; explains that an 
old man named Peisik was killed by two Romanians and that they took his goats. 
 
[01:] 28:26:01 – [01:] 37:30:00 
 
He notes that a lot of Jews from Bessarabia and Romania were held in Dubossari, Moldova; 
states that he saw a group of them being brought to the shooting place by the Germans; 
discusses the fact that some Jews managed to escape on trains to the east before the Nazis 
came; explains that all Jews held in Dubossari were held in a shed and then brought out to be 
killed in groups of 25; explains that the victims included men, women, and children; 
discusses a case in which a German soldier refused to shoot young female students; explains 
that instead, the commandant himself shot them; explains that the German soldiers drank 
alcohol before shooting the Jews; points out that in the span of several months 10,000–15,000 
Jewish people were killed near this shed. 
 
[01:] 37:30:01 – [01:] 42:29:25 
 
He explains that in 1944, when the Red Army came to Moldova, a president of a local 
council, Izrail Tarnopolskiy, came and ordered the villagers to dig up the people who had 
been shot, in order to rebury them; mentions that they also wrote down the names of all 
victims since their bodies were unrecognizable; states that after the shootings of September 3, 
1941, no more killings occurred in his village; mentions that Romanians did not use violence 
on the civilians after that; explains that some young people could enter universities in the last 
years of the war. 
 
[01:] 42:30:00 – [01:] 44:20:00 
 
He explains that the killings in Dubossari occurred mostly in 1942. He also states that all 
activists from his village were beaten so badly that they were bleeding everywhere and could 
hardly walk.  
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