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Box 1, Tape1 
 
 
In this interview, Ioan Pernes, born on July 23, 1915, in Treznea, Hungary, (present-day 
Romania), talks about the events on September 9, 1940, and the days following the Second 
Vienna Award.1 He also recalls the events of 1942 and 1943 when he was recruited into the 
Hungarian army and served on the Eastern Front.  He talks about his duties as a soldier and also 
the duties of the battalions of Jewish workers brought to the front by the Hungarian and the 
German armies. In the last part of the interview he gives his account of the 1944 round-up of the 
Jews who were taken out of Transylvania.  
 
 
[01:] 00:25:00 – [01:] 04:27:59 
 
He recalls the September 9, 1940, attack of the Hungarian army on Treznea; explains that he was 
plowing outside the village and that around 11:00 a.m. or noon the shootings began; recalls that 
cannon projectiles hit the church tower; recalls that the village priest was shot; explains that 
some women, who had witnessed the priest’s death told everybody to run and hide wherever they 
could because the Hungarians would kill whomever they caught; remembers that he secretly 
came towards the village through the nearby forest, thereby reaching his home without being 
seen; recalls that his wife, his mother-in-law, and his sisters were at home and that they moved 
clothes into the cellar because the soldiers were burning houses; says that about 50 houses were 
set on fire; says that his father’s house was burned and that the Hungarians shot his father before 
he got home; explains that his father’s body was left to burn in the house.  
 
[01:] 04:28:00 – [01:] 08:55:59 
 
He remembers that the 14–15 Hungarian families who lived in the village told the other villagers 
to come out and put out the fires, explaining that the soldiers would not hurt them; says he came 
out with his brothers; helped put out the fire from the father’s house and found his father’s body; 
recalls how he went with a friend to move the friend’s brother’s corpse; remembers how the next 
day the Hungarian villagers told the Romanian villagers to collect their dead and bury them in 
the cemetery without a priest; recalls how the villagers also took the bodies of the Jews who had 
lived in the village and buried them in the Christian cemetery; recalls how he and his brother 
buried their father. 
 

                                                            
1 Awarded on August 30, 1940 and arranged the by German Foreign Minister Joachim von Ribbontrop and Italian 
Foreign Minister Galeazzo Ciano, the Award transferred the territory of Northern Transylvania from Romania back 
to Hungary.  Hungary had lost the territory in World War I. 
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[01:] 08:56:00 – [01:] 16:46:59 
 
He focuses on the events of September 9; talks about an incident that his brother was a part of: 
the soldiers gathered villagers in the middle of the village and marched them off about half a 
kilometer out of the village and lined them up for a mass shooting; explains that he was told that 
only if a Hungarian officer passed by and made the soldiers spare the people, would the people 
be saved; remembers that the village priest was among the first men killed and a Hungarian 
officer spared the priest’s wife and younger daughter, then told them to leave; says that the 
priest’s house was burned down; points out that only the priest’s legs were not burned; explains 
that the priest’s wife and daughter were given some clothes by an aunt of his and the two escaped 
to Romania; recalls that three Jews living at the mill were killed by the Hungarian soldiers; 
remembers that another villager Vasile Hurzu [Urs, Hurz] was taken from the village up on top 
of a hill and then shot; remembers how he and the brother of Hurzu went to move the body and 
covered it with leaves; remembers that Hurzu’s brother took the body the next day and buried it 
in the cemetery. 
 
[01:] 16:47:00 – [01:] 22:06:59 
 
He talks about how in 1942 the Hungarians recruited him into the army; explains that he was 
taken to a camp in Komáro in the same battalion as 3–4 other villagers from Treznea; remembers 
being taken to the front, which was then around Kiev, Ukraine, at that point in the war; explains 
that he served for about two months in the partisan troops and then for nine-and-a-half months in 
the Hungarian army at the front; explains that he was at the front as it advanced from Kiev to the 
Don River; recalls that he was wounded around midnight on January 18, 1943[shows the scars 
on his face, close to the cheek bone, and on his nose]; explains that he was discharged from 
military service because of his wounds; says he was happy he had been wounded because 
otherwise he would have died of the cold; recalls that between 300 and 400 wounded were put in 
a train, and that his sergeant did not know where they were going; says the train ride back took 
seven days and seven nights and went through Ukraine, Poland, and Czechoslovakia to Hungary; 
remembers the Russian partisans were wrecking the railway and that, as a result, the train had to 
stop so that the line could be mended.  
 
[01:] 22:07:00 – [01:] 27:59:59 
 
He shifts attention to the work of Jews on the frontline; explains that they were brought as work 
battalions to dig trenches for both the infantry and for tanks; recalls that a Hungarian sergeant 
had him supervise the Jewish trench-workers, telling him to beat them if they stopped; 
remembers giving cigarettes to the Jews and that these Jews were from Transylvania; focuses on 
the period of his recovery from the wounds; recalls that he stayed in a hospital on Russian 
territory for about two weeks, then as the Russian army advanced, the wounded there were 
moved about 100 kilometers back where a medical commission discharged them from the army; 
explains that he was brought back to the Dobrisări hospital and then to a hospital in Miskolcz 
hospital, where he stayed for two weeks and was given a one-month sick leave; remembers 
getting home at the end of February 1943; recalls that after the one month leave he went back to 
his Komáro battalion where he stayed in the hospital; explains that he was examined by a 
medical commission and then given permanent medical leave; remembers that the Hungarian 
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Army called him back when the frontline was in Turda, Romania; mentions hiding for 1–2 weeks 
until the Russian army reached Treznea. 
 
[01:] 28:00:00 – [01:] 33:29:59 
 
He returns to the subject of the front; explains that the Hungarian officers treated the Jews very 
badly; remembers patrolling and having dead Jewish workers on both sides of the path; says the 
Jews were not shot but had died of the cold; mentions his frontline duties in the bunkers; recalls 
that there were still Jews living in Treznea when he came back from Russia, and they were not 
rounded up until 1944; explains that he saw throngs of Jews coming from Bucium, Romania, in 
1944; remembers they took the 4–5 Jewish families from Treznea and took them toward Zalău; 
says he does not know what happened to them; remembers that only about 2 or 3 of the Jews 
who went to labor camps returned to the village after the war was over.  
 
[01:] 33:30:00 – [01:] 35:02:59 
 
He recalls an attack against his company when he was on the frontline [the tape ends here before 
he finishes his story]. 
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