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In this interview, Mrs. Dediu discusses the anti-Jewish spirit and propaganda she 
witnessed in the north of Romania, mainly in parts of Moldavia, during the Legionary 
rule of 1940 to early 1941. She also tells about the train transporting Jews she saw once 
leaving the town of Iaşi in which she lived back then. In addition, she discusses the later 
visit to a museum – in the late 90’s – through which she realized what the train carried 
and where it went to.  
 
 
[01:] 00:37:05 – [01:] 10:25:06 
 
She mentions her date of birth and her birth place as Costesti village, Tutova County 
(present-day Vaslui) where she stayed until the beginning of primary school; talks about 
her moving to Huşi where she finished high school; discusses her further education in 
Bîrlad (Bârlad) and her university studies in Iaşi; comments on her studying history at the 
Faculty of Letters in Iaşi until 1944; discusses her getting married and her seeking shelter 
in Caracal, Stoeneşti village because of the arrival of the Russians; admits having 
witnessed a deportation, but at the time she had no idea what the aim of the transport was 
or where it went to; comments on her seeing the train when crossing the train tracks on 
her way to work; remembers trying to cross through one of the train’s carts, but the 
soldiers’ guarding it did not allow her, which made her curious as to the cargo; 
remembers meeting two elderly women who were desperately trying to hide something 
behind their backs and who told her that the train carried Jews and that they were trying 
to give them water, but the soldiers forbade them to do so; says that she was looking at 
the carts and noticed some were completely closed, but others were only partially sealed 
with wooden bars; [she shows that the bars were as wide as two of her palms]; 
remembers seeing red and sweaty faces and realizing that the people inside were literally 
dying because of the heat; mentions going to an exhibit in Bucharest, called “Freedom 
and Terrorism” where she saw pictures of that train (underneath the photos which were 
exhibited one could read “the Pogrom in Iaşi” and also that from Iaşi to Calarasi, mainly 
about 416 km, 1,600 people from that train died); comments on her sitting there and 
saying out loud that she was there, and people gathered around her in the museum to ask 
details; says that this exhibit was the first time she found out what really happened to the 
people on the train; she elaborates that even if certain Jewish religious leaders said that 
there was no Holocaust in Romania she tends to disagree because of that train transport; 
she discusses the party in power, the Legionaries, mentioning that they were greatly 
responsible for the suffering of the Jews; talks about her time in school, when she was 
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befriending a Jewish girl, remembers an incident in which the two were walking on the 
street back home from school and were approached by a man saying: “If I ever catch you 
with her again something [bad] will happen to you!” 
  
[01:] 10:25:07 – [01:] 11:29:03 
 
She goes back to her school years, at the university in Iaşi and talks about her colleagues 
who told her that if she joins the Legionaries, their party will give her a home; mentions 
though that she did not want to do it, because in the villa in which she rented one room, 
some Legionaries met weekly and she heard them shouting after each meeting: “Long 
live the captain!” (Corneliu Zelea Codreanu, the founder of the movement) or “The 
Legion and the captain!” then made the sign of the cross, took their axes and went to kill 
people; she says that even if she is not, nor has she ever been, a very religious person, 
still she did not want to be associated with people who kill others in the name of God; 
adds that in high school she had two colleagues who were her friends and who were 
Jews, mentioning their names as Avram and Goldstein.  

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




